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I read through this story one more tham two occasions because [ wanted o fully devole
my aftention bo what the writer Gilora Ancaldun wants to express, A Prologue provides a bit of
msight as 1o what a reader can expect within the tale. It stans of by stating bow Anraldua it
concerned with many kinds of borders such as: between nations, genders, and languages. [ ook a
class that dealt with Promoling Social Justice and Daversity prior lo transferring to Salt Lake
Commanity College

We ad a diverie class of individuals which consisted of variable cthnscitics, genders,
caltures, age, subculiures and backgrounds were immersed in a smorgashond of hot topics. Some
of those topecs inchided: Sexism, Agesm, Racizm, and media marketing techmgues that tend to
objectify both men and women by portraying every airbrashed model as perfect with no
imperfoctions whalsocver. In additeon, we also adiressed the apparent flaws im the crinsinal
justice sysiem and homebess programs ete. Therefore [ would like 1o thank of myself as an open-
randed indsvidual. In other words, even thoagh | may nod agree with maother persan’s reality, |
feel that [ can at least iry to see thaings (rom their perspective and the reasons why a person may
feed 5o strong aboul a particular subject. In the story Gloria Anzcldua presenls a certain set af
facts from her own personal expenicnces from Adolescence o Adulthood. [ think that the

interded audience would include both the Chicano people as well as others. (loria Aneeldua

How to Tame a Wild Tongue is a compelling essay by Gloria AnzaldUa that explores the
complexities of language, identity, and cultural heritage. Through her personal narrative,
Anzaldua examines the struggles faced by bilingual individuals, particularly those caught
between the expectations of their cultural and linguistic communities. This rhetorical
analysis will delve into Anzaldda's use of language, the themes she discusses, and the
effectiveness of her arguments as she seeks to assert the importance of embracing one's
linguistic identity.



Understanding the Context

Author Background

Gloria Anzaldla was a prominent Chicana feminist writer and activist who played a
significant role in the development of queer theory and feminist discourse. Her work often
reflects her experiences as a borderland dweller—someone who navigates multiple cultural
and linguistic identities. Anzaldua's life experiences provide a rich backdrop for her
writings, especially in “How to Tame a Wild Tongue,” where she addresses the challenges
of being a bilingual speaker in a society that often marginalizes non-English languages.

Historical and Cultural Significance

The essay was published in 1987 as part of the anthology “Borderlands/La Frontera: The
New Mestiza.” At this time, the conversation around bilingualism, particularly in the United
States, was gaining momentum. The political climate surrounding immigration and
language policies made Anzaldla's arguments particularly relevant. By examining her
rhetoric, we can understand how she articulates the struggles of those who grapple with
their linguistic identities in a predominantly English-speaking society.

Rhetorical Strategies

Language and Style

Anzaldda employs a unique linguistic style that blends English and Spanish, a technique
that reflects her own experience as a bilingual speaker. This code-switching serves several
purposes:

1. Authenticity: By incorporating Spanish phrases and idioms, Anzaldla asserts her cultural
identity and authenticity.

2. Accessibility: The use of both languages invites a diverse audience, allowing bilingual
readers to connect more deeply with her experiences.

3. Resistance: The blending of languages can be seen as an act of resistance against the
dominance of English, which often marginalizes non-English speakers.

Anzaldula's style can be challenging to read for those who are not bilingual, but this
difficulty is intentional. It forces the audience to confront their own linguistic biases and to
recognize the richness of bilingual discourse.

Imagery and Metaphor

Anzaldua uses vivid imagery and metaphor to illustrate the struggle of taming a wild
tongue. She describes her tongue metaphorically as a “wild tongue” that resists control and
conformity. This imagery serves to highlight the tension between her desire to embrace her



linguistic identity and the societal pressures to conform to a singular language. The wild
tongue becomes a symbol of her cultural heritage, one that cannot be easily tamed or
suppressed.

Thematic Exploration

Identity and Belonging

One of the central themes of Anzaldla's essay is the exploration of identity and belonging.
She articulates the pain of being caught between two worlds—one that embraces her
linguistic heritage and another that seeks to erase it. Anzaldda writes about the feeling of
alienation that arises from this duality, emphasizing that language is a crucial part of one’s
identity.

- Cultural Identity: Language is tied to culture, and AnzaldUa argues that to deny her
language is to deny her culture.

- Personal Identity: The struggle with language reflects deeper issues of self-acceptance
and the search for belonging within a community.

Resistance and Empowerment

Anzaldua's narrative also emphasizes the importance of resistance against linguistic
oppression. She asserts that embracing one’s language is a form of empowerment, allowing
individuals to assert their identities and reclaim their narratives. This theme resonates with
broader societal issues surrounding race, class, and gender, as marginalized groups often
face pressure to conform to dominant cultural norms.

- Reclaiming Language: AnzaldUa encourages readers to reclaim their languages as a
means of self-empowerment.

- Cultural Resistance: By embracing her “wild tongue,” Anzaldla positions herself as a
cultural warrior, challenging the status quo.

Impact on the Audience

Emotional Appeal

Anzaldua’s essay elicits a strong emotional response from readers, particularly those who
have experienced similar struggles with language and identity. Her candid storytelling
reveals the pain of exclusion and the joy of embracing one’s heritage. This emotional
appeal is a powerful rhetorical strategy that engages the audience and encourages
empathy.



Call to Action

A significant aspect of Anzaldda's rhetoric is her implicit call to action. She urges her
audience to recognize the value of linguistic diversity and to advocate for the rights of
bilingual individuals. This call to action is not only directed at individuals but also at
institutions and society as a whole, urging them to create space for multilingual voices.

Conclusion

In “How to Tame a Wild Tongue,” Gloria Anzaldda masterfully navigates the complexities of
language, identity, and cultural heritage. Through her innovative use of language, vivid
imagery, and poighant themes of resistance and empowerment, she articulates the
struggles faced by bilingual individuals. The essay serves as a powerful reminder of the
importance of embracing one's linguistic identity and the rich cultural tapestry that
diversity brings.

Anzaldua's work encourages readers to reflect on their own relationship with language and
identity, challenging them to confront societal norms that seek to marginalize non-
dominant languages. In a world increasingly defined by globalization and migration, her
message remains relevant, calling for a celebration of linguistic diversity and an
acknowledgment of the power of language in shaping our identities. Through her rhetorical
strategies and thematic explorations, Anzaldda not only tames her wild tongue but invites
others to do the same, fostering a deeper understanding of the critical role language plays
in our lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What rhetorical strategies does Gloria Anzaldua use in
'How to Tame a Wild Tongue'?

Anzaldla employs a mix of personal anecdotes, code-switching, and vivid imagery to
illustrate her struggles with language and identity. Her use of first-person narrative creates
an intimate connection with the reader, while her incorporation of Spanglish highlights the
complexities of bilingualism.

How does Anzaldua's concept of a 'wild tongue' relate
to cultural identity?

Anzaldua's 'wild tongue' symbolizes the fluidity of cultural identity and the rejection of
linguistic assimilation. It serves as a metaphor for embracing one's heritage and the
complexities of navigating multiple cultures, asserting that language is a key component of
personal and collective identity.

What role does the idea of oppression play in



Anzaldua's argument?

Oppression is a central theme in Anzaldua's work, as she explores how societal pressures to
conform linguistically and culturally can suppress individual expression. She argues that the
marginalization of non-dominant languages reflects broader systemic inequalities, making
her call for linguistic freedom a political statement.

How does Anzaldua's use of code-switching enhance
her rhetorical effectiveness?

Code-switching allows Anzaldla to convey the authenticity of her experience and connect
with a diverse audience. By shifting between languages, she demonstrates the fluidity of
identity and the realities of bilingual speakers, making her argument more relatable and
impactful.

What is the significance of Anzaldua's title, 'How to
Tame a Wild Tongue'?

The title signifies the tension between the desire for linguistic freedom and the pressure to
conform. 'Taming' suggests an act of control or suppression, while 'wild tongue' celebrates
the natural and untamed aspects of language that reflect cultural identity. This duality
encapsulates the struggle between assimilation and authenticity.
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