How To Start A Rhetorical Analysis Essay
Example

rhetorical analysis essays

Rhetorical analysis essays are notoriously hard to write because, quite frankly, there
are countless ways to screw them up. Crafting an engaging rhetorical analysis essay
requires deep thought and careful planning. Let's walk through the steps of what—
and what not—to do.

First, think harder.

The main problem students encounter with rhetorical analysis is not thinking hard
enough. For instance, when students learn terms like ethos, pethos, and logos and
discover they must write a rhetorical analysis essay, some think, "Hey, three terms.
Three body paragraphs. I've got this!” Then, they write a thesis that goes something
like this:
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Unfortunately, it's not this easy. The abowve thesis is way too broad and circular. It's
claiming that the piece appeals rhetorically by using rhetorical appeals. As the kids
say, no duh. Plus, it's unlikely that the piece uses all three appeals in an equally
interesting way. The thesis doesn’t reveal what the piece of rhetoric is persuading
its audience to think or do. It's also so generic that it could apply to almost any work,
and that's not a sign of a good thesis. Indeed, a rhetorical analysis of Michelle
Obama's 2016 Democratic National Convention speech should not have the same
thesis as an analysis ot a Doritos commercial. Also, keep in mind that a rhetorical
analysis is not a glorified worksheet in which the writer inventories examples of
ethos, pathos, logos, or other rhetorical elements. Rather, it's an arpument with a
specific thesis claim.

Next, think specifically about getting specific.

Specificity is the key to a successhul rhetorical analysis. We will need to conjure all
our powers of description and interpretation to reveal the inner workings of the
piece.

How to Start a Rhetorical Analysis Essay Example: Crafting a compelling rhetorical analysis essay
requires a deep understanding of the text you are analyzing, as well as a clear framework for
conveying your insights. This type of essay focuses on how an author uses rhetorical strategies to
persuade an audience or convey a message effectively. To successfully write a rhetorical analysis, it is
important to understand the components of the rhetorical situation, including the author, audience,

purpose, and context, as well as the rhetorical appeals of ethos, pathos, and logos.



Understanding Rhetorical Analysis

Rhetorical analysis is the examination of how authors use language and techniques to create meaning
and persuade their readers. Before diving into your essay, it is essential to grasp the fundamental

elements involved in rhetorical analysis.

The Rhetorical Situation

The rhetorical situation consists of five key components that provide a context for the analysis:

1. Author: Who is the individual or organization that produced the text? Consider their credibility,

background, and perspective.

2. Audience: Who is the intended audience? Analyze their demographics, values, and how they might

respond to the text.

3. Purpose: What is the author trying to achieve? Are they trying to inform, persuade, entertain, or

provoke thought?

4. Context: What is the broader context in which the text exists? Consider historical, social, or political

factors that may influence its meaning.

5. Genre: What type of text are you analyzing? Is it a speech, article, advertisement, or another

format? Each genre has its conventions and expectations.

Rhetorical Appeals

In addition to the rhetorical situation, understanding the three rhetorical appeals—ethos, pathos, and



logos—is crucial for your analysis:

- Ethos: This appeal refers to the credibility of the author. How does the author establish

trustworthiness and authority? Look for qualifications, experience, and character.

- Pathos: This appeal involves emotional appeal. How does the author evoke feelings from the

audience? Analyze the use of language, imagery, and anecdotes that elicit emotions.

- Logos: This appeal is based on logic and reason. How does the author use facts, statistics, and

logical arguments to persuade? Evaluate the structure of the argument and the evidence presented.

How to Start Your Rhetorical Analysis Essay

Starting a rhetorical analysis essay can be challenging, but following a structured approach can help

you create an engaging introduction. Here are some steps to consider:

1. Begin with a Hook

A strong opening sentence, or hook, will grab the reader's attention. Consider using one of the

following techniques:

- A thought-provoking question: Pose a question related to the text that encourages readers to think

critically.
- A striking quote: Use a relevant quote from the text that encapsulates its main idea or theme.

- A startling statistic: Present an interesting fact or figure that highlights the importance of the topic.



2. Provide Background Information

After your hook, provide some context for the analysis. This may include:

- A brief summary of the text you are analyzing, including its title, author, and main argument or

theme.

- Information about the historical or cultural context in which the text was produced.

- Insight into the author's background and how it may influence their perspective.

3. State Your Thesis

Your thesis statement is the backbone of your rhetorical analysis essay. It should clearly articulate

your main argument or interpretation of the text. Consider the following tips for crafting a strong thesis:

- Be specific: Avoid vague language and clearly outline the rhetorical strategies you will analyze.

- Make a claim: Your thesis should present a viewpoint that you will support with evidence throughout

your essay.

- Preview your main points: Briefly mention the key rhetorical strategies or appeals you will discuss in

your analysis.

4. Create an Outline

An outline will help you organize your thoughts and ensure a logical flow in your essay. Consider

structuring your outline as follows:



1. Introduction
- Hook
- Background information

- Thesis statement

2. Body Paragraphs

- Paragraph 1: Analysis of ethos
- Paragraph 2: Analysis of pathos
- Paragraph 3: Analysis of logos

- Additional paragraphs (if necessary) to address other rhetorical strategies
3. Conclusion
- Restate the thesis

- Summarize key points

- Reflect on the overall significance of the analysis

Writing the Body of Your Essay

Once you have your introduction and outline, it's time to delve into the body of your essay. Each body

paragraph should focus on a specific rhetorical strategy or appeal.

1. Analyze Ethos

In your first body paragraph, analyze how the author establishes credibility. Consider the following:

- What qualifications does the author have, and how do they contribute to their authority on the

subject?

- Are there specific instances in the text where the author demonstrates their knowledge or expertise?



- How does the author use language to build trust with the audience?

Use evidence from the text to support your analysis.

2. Analyze Pathos

In the second body paragraph, focus on the emotional appeal of the text. Address the following

questions:

- What emotions does the author aim to evoke in the audience?

- What techniques does the author use to create an emotional response? (e.g., vivid imagery, personal

anecdotes, or powerful language)

- How effective are these techniques in persuading the audience?

Again, support your claims with specific examples from the text.

3. Analyze Logos

In your third body paragraph, examine the logical appeal of the text. Consider these points:

- What logical arguments does the author present?

- Are there any statistics, facts, or examples that strengthen the argument?

- Is the reasoning clear and coherent? Are there any logical fallacies present?

Use textual evidence to highlight the effectiveness or shortcomings of the author's logical appeal.



Concluding Your Rhetorical Analysis Essay

The conclusion of your essay should summarize your main points and restate your thesis in light of the

analysis you presented. Additionally, consider the following elements:

1. Restate Your Thesis

Reiterate your thesis statement, emphasizing how your analysis has supported your claims.

2. Summarize Key Points

Briefly summarize the main rhetorical strategies or appeals you discussed in the body of your essay.

3. Reflect on Significance

Conclude with a reflection on the overall significance of the text and its rhetorical strategies. You might

consider:
- How effective was the author's approach in achieving their purpose?
- What can readers learn from the author's techniques?

- Why is this analysis important in understanding the text's impact?



Final Tips for Writing a Rhetorical Analysis Essay

As you draft your rhetorical analysis essay, keep these tips in mind:
- Use clear and concise language to convey your ideas effectively.

- Stay focused on the text and avoid summarizing or providing personal opinions unrelated to the

analysis.
- Revise and proofread your essay to ensure clarity, coherence, and correctness.

By following these guidelines, you will be well-prepared to start your rhetorical analysis essay and

provide a thoughtful examination of the text at hand.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a rhetorical analysis essay?

A rhetorical analysis essay examines how an author uses rhetorical strategies to persuade or inform

an audience, analyzing elements such as ethos, pathos, and logos.

How do | begin a rhetorical analysis essay?

Start with an introduction that includes the title of the work, the author's name, and a brief overview of
the context. Clearly state your thesis, summarizing the main argument and the rhetorical strategies you

will analyze.

What should the thesis statement include in a rhetorical analysis



essay?

The thesis statement should outline the main argument of the text being analyzed and specify the

rhetorical strategies the author uses to support that argument.

How can | structure my rhetorical analysis essay?

A typical structure includes an introduction, body paragraphs that discuss different rhetorical strategies,

and a conclusion that summarizes your findings and restates the significance of the analysis.

What are common rhetorical strategies to analyze?

Common rhetorical strategies include ethos (credibility), pathos (emotional appeal), logos (logical

reasoning), diction, tone, and the use of figurative language.

How do | identify the author’s purpose in a rhetorical analysis essay?

Identify the author's purpose by considering the context in which the text was written, the intended

audience, and the main message the author is trying to convey.

What examples can | use in my rhetorical analysis essay?

Use specific examples from the text such as quotes or paraphrased ideas that illustrate the rhetorical

strategies at play, explaining how they contribute to the author's overall argument.

How can | conclude my rhetorical analysis essay effectively?

Conclude by summarizing the key points of your analysis, restating the significance of the rhetorical

strategies used, and reflecting on their impact on the audience and the effectiveness of the argument.
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Discover how to start a rhetorical analysis essay with our example guide. Uncover tips and
strategies for crafting a compelling introduction. Learn more!
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