Human Nature Piano Sheet Music

HUMAN NATURE

Words and Music by JOHN BETTIS
and STEVE PORCARD
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Human nature piano sheet music is a sought-after resource for pianists who wish to explore the emotive
and melodic intricacies of this iconic song. Written by the legendary artist Michael Jackson and featured on
his 1982 album "Thriller," "Human Nature" stands out for its captivating melodies and profound lyrics. This
article will delve into the song's history, musical structure, and provide guidance on how to find and play

the sheet music effectively.

Understanding the Song's Background

1. Historical Context



"Human Nature" was released during a pivotal time in pop music history. As part of Jackson’s "Thriller"
album, the song was not only a commercial success but also contributed to the album's status as one of the
best-selling albums of all time. Written by John Bettis and Steve Porcaro, it is one of the few songs on the

album that Jackson did not write himself.

2. Themes and Lyrics

The lyrics of "Human Nature" explore themes of love, vulnerability, and the complexities of human
emotions. The chorus encapsulates the essence of longing and the desire for connection, making it relatable
to a wide audience. Here are some key themes present in the song:

- Vulnerability: The lyrics express a sense of openness and honesty about human emotions.

- Longing: A recurring theme throughout the song, it captures the desire for closeness and understanding.

- Hope: Despite its melancholic tone, there is an underlying message of hope and resilience.

The Musical Structure of "Human Nature"

1. Chord Progression

The harmonic structure of "Human Nature" is essential to its dreamy quality. The song primarily uses the

following chords:

- Verse: Fm7, E, Dmaj7, Cm7
- Chorus: D, A/C, Bm, E

Understanding these chords is crucial for pianists looking to capture the essence of the song. The use of
seventh chords gives it a jazzy feel, while the smooth transitions create a flowing melody that enhances the
emotional depth of the piece.

2. Melodic Elements

The melody of "Human Nature" is characterized by its smooth and flowing lines. It consists of a combination
of stepwise motion and leaps, creating an engaging and dynamic listening experience. Key melodic

elements include:

- Repetitive Motifs: The song features recurring melodic phrases that build familiarity.

- Syncopation: The rhythm of the melody often plays with the beat, adding complexity and interest.
3. Arrangement and Instrumentation

The original arrangement of "Human Nature" includes a variety of instruments, but the piano adaptation



allows for a more intimate rendition. The song features:

- Synth Pads: Creating a lush harmonic background.
- Percussion: Providing a gentle rhythm that supports the melodic lines.

- Bass Lines: Adding depth and grounding the harmonic structure.

When transcribing the song for piano, it is vital to capture these elements to maintain its unique character.

Finding Human Nature Piano Sheet Music

1. Official Publications

To ensure you are playing the music accurately, consider purchasing official sheet music. Here are some

reputable sources:

- Musicnotes: Offers a wide selection of digital sheet music, including arrangements for various skill levels.
- Sheet Music Plus: A comprehensive website that features both physical and digital copies of sheet music.
- Hal Leonard: As one of the leading publishers of music, they frequently release official arrangements of

popular songs.
2. Online Resources

In addition to official publications, there are various online platforms where you can find free or user-

generated sheet music:

- MuseScore: A community-driven website where users upload their arrangements. You can find several
versions of "Human Nature" here.

- IMSLP: Although primarily focused on classical music, you may find interesting arrangements of pop
songs.

- YouTube Tutorials: Many pianists share their interpretations and tutorials, which can help you learn to

play the song by ear.

3. Apps for Learning Piano

Consider using apps that provide interactive sheet music and learning tools:

- Flowkey: Offers a vast library of songs, including "Human Nature," with video tutorials and interactive

sheet music.

- Simply Piano: A user-friendly app that teaches you how to play songs step by step, including popular hits.



Playing Techniques for "Human Nature"

1. Dynamics and Expression
To convey the emotional depth of "Human Nature," focus on dynamics and expression. Here are some tips:

- Piano and Forte: Use softer dynamics during the verses to create intimacy and build intensity in the
chorus.
- Rubato: Feel free to stretch and compress the rhythm slightly, especially in the melodic lines, to add

expressiveness.
2. Finger Placement and Technique
Proper finger placement can enhance your playing experience. Here are some guidelines:

- Curved Fingers: Maintain a natural curve in your fingers to facilitate smooth transitions between notes.
- Use of Pedal: The sustain pedal can be employed to connect phrases and create a more fluid sound.

However, be cautious not to overuse it to avoid muddiness.
3. Practice Tips

- Break It Down: Divide the song into manageable sections and practice each part slowly before speeding
up.
- Use a Metronome: This will help maintain a steady tempo and improve your timing.

- Record Yourself: Listening to your own playing can provide insight into areas that need improvement.

Conclusion

In conclusion, human nature piano sheet music provides a pathway for pianists to connect with one of
Michael Jackson's most cherished songs. By understanding the song's history, musical elements, and
effective playing techniques, you can bring your own interpretation to life. Whether you're a beginner or
an experienced pianist, exploring "Human Nature" can be a rewarding musical journey that enhances your
skills and deepens your appreciation for this timeless classic. So, gather your sheet music, sit at the piano,

and let the beautiful melodies of "Human Nature" resonate through your fingertips.

Frequently Asked Questions



Where can I find sheet music for 'Human Nature' by Michael Jackson?

You can find sheet music for 'Human Nature' on various music sheet websites like MusicNotes, Sheet

Music Plus, or by searching for free resources on sites like MuseScore.

Is there a specific version of 'Human Nature' piano sheet music for
beginners?

Yes, there are simplified arrangements of 'Human Nature' available specifically for beginners. Look for

beginner-friendly editions on music sheet platforms or check for instructional videos on YouTube.

Are there any popular arrangements of '"Human Nature' for piano?

Yes, several popular arrangements exist for 'Human Nature', including jazz versions, classical adaptations,
and contemporary covers. You can explore these on sheet music websites or platforms like Spotify for

inspiration.

Can I find '"Human Nature' piano sheet music in different keys?

Absolutely! Many sheet music publishers offer 'Human Nature' in multiple keys to accommodate different

vocal ranges and playing preferences. Check the product details on music sheet websites.

What are some tips for playing 'Human Nature' on the piano?

To play 'Human Nature' effectively, focus on the rhythm and dynamics of the piece. Practice hands
separately before combining them, and consider listening to the original recording to capture the feel and

nuances of the song.
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Discover beautiful 'Human Nature' piano sheet music to elevate your playing. Perfect for all skill
levels! Learn more and start your musical journey today!
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