
Howliday Inn James Howe

Howliday Inn is a captivating children's novel written by James Howe, part of
the beloved Bunnicula series. This charming story combines humor, adventure,
and the themes of friendship and loyalty, all told from the unique
perspective of a group of animal characters. With its engaging narrative and
relatable themes, "Howliday Inn" has captivated young readers and has become
a staple in children’s literature. This article explores the plot,
characters, themes, and the significance of "Howliday Inn," providing a
comprehensive overview of the book and its place in children's literature.



Overview of "Howliday Inn"

Released in 1982, "Howliday Inn" is the second book in the Bunnicula series,
following the original "Bunnicula: A Rabbit-Tale of Mystery." The story is
narrated by Harold, a lovable and loyal dog who, along with his feline friend
Chester, embarks on a new adventure while their family goes on vacation. The
novel is set in a quaint boarding kennel, where the animals encounter mystery
and danger, all while trying to unravel the secret surrounding a new canine
guest.

Plot Summary

The plot of "Howliday Inn" begins with Harold and Chester being left at a
boarding kennel called the “Howliday Inn” while their family goes on a trip.
The kennel is run by a peculiar staff, including the eccentric owner, a
mysterious Great Dane named "Spike," and a host of other animal residents.

As the story unfolds, Harold and Chester quickly realize that something
strange is happening at the kennel. Animals start to disappear, and the
newcomer Spike seems to have a sinister side. Chester, always the skeptical
and paranoid feline, believes that Spike is a werewolf and is determined to
prove it. Harold, on the other hand, is more laid-back and prefers to enjoy
his time at the kennel, but he is also drawn into Chester's conspiracy
theories.

The main events of the story include:

1. Arrival at the Kennel: Harold and Chester arrive at the Howliday Inn and
meet their fellow boarders.
2. Mystery of Disappearing Animals: The duo begins to notice that animals
have been going missing and starts to investigate.
3. Spike's Secrets: Chester believes Spike is a threat, and tensions rise as
the animals try to uncover the truth.
4. Climactic Confrontation: The story builds to a suspenseful climax where
Harold and Chester confront Spike and discover the truth.
5. Resolution: The mystery is resolved, leading to a heartwarming ending that
emphasizes friendship.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Howliday Inn" are well-developed and contribute
significantly to the story's charm and humor. Each character brings their
unique personality and perspective to the narrative.



Harold

Harold is the main narrator of the story and is portrayed as a friendly,
loyal, and somewhat oblivious dog. He provides a contrasting perspective to
Chester's nervousness and paranoia. Harold often finds humor in situations
and serves as the voice of reason amid the chaos. His loyalty to his friends
is a central theme of the story.

Chester

Chester, the intelligent and anxious feline, is more skeptical and suspicious
than Harold. His tendency to jump to conclusions often leads to humorous
misunderstandings. Chester's character adds depth to the story, highlighting
themes of fear and bravery as he tries to protect his friends from perceived
dangers.

Spike

Spike, the Great Dane, is the new arrival at the kennel, and his mysterious
demeanor raises suspicion among the other animals. As the story progresses,
his character evolves from a potential antagonist to a misunderstood figure.
Spike's narrative arc emphasizes the theme of not judging others based on
appearances.

Supporting Characters

The supporting characters, including the kennel staff and other animals, add
richness to the story. Each character has a distinct personality that
contributes to the overall atmosphere of the kennel, making it feel like a
vibrant community.

Themes

Several key themes run throughout "Howliday Inn," making it more than just a
simple children's story.

Friendship and Loyalty

The bond of friendship between Harold and Chester is central to the
narrative. Their loyalty to each other drives the plot and highlights the



importance of standing by friends, especially in challenging situations.

Fear and Courage

Chester's character embodies the theme of fear, as he is constantly worried
about the potential dangers posed by Spike. Throughout the story, Chester
learns to confront his fears, showcasing the idea that courage is not the
absence of fear but rather the ability to face it.

Understanding and Acceptance

The story also emphasizes the importance of understanding and accepting
others. Spike, initially perceived as a threat, ultimately reveals his true
nature, teaching the other characters that assumptions can be misleading and
that everyone deserves a chance to be understood.

Writing Style and Illustrations

James Howe's writing style in "Howliday Inn" is engaging and accessible for
young readers. The narrative is infused with humor, making it enjoyable for
both children and adults. The dialogue between characters is witty and often
reflects their personalities, adding depth to the storytelling.

Moreover, the illustrations by the talented artist, are equally charming.
They complement the text and help bring the characters and settings to life,
enhancing the overall reading experience.

Significance in Children's Literature

“Howliday Inn” holds a special place in children’s literature not only as
part of the Bunnicula series but also as a standalone story that resonates
with young readers. Its blend of humor, mystery, and relatable themes makes
it an enduring favorite.

1. Encouraging Reading: The engaging narrative encourages children to read
and explore literature, fostering a love for books.
2. Life Lessons: The themes of friendship, courage, and understanding provide
valuable lessons for young readers, helping them navigate their
relationships.
3. Appeal to Various Ages: The humor and adventure make it suitable for a
wide range of ages, appealing to both early readers and those in middle-grade
levels.



Conclusion

In conclusion, "Howliday Inn" by James Howe is a delightful and engaging tale
that captivates the hearts of young readers. Through its memorable
characters, intriguing plot, and meaningful themes, the book offers valuable
life lessons while providing an entertaining reading experience. As part of
the Bunnicula series, it has cemented its place in the canon of children’s
literature, continuing to inspire and entertain generations of readers.
Whether read in a classroom or at home, "Howliday Inn" remains a timeless
story of friendship, courage, and the importance of understanding others.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Howliday Inn' by James
Howe?
The main theme of 'Howliday Inn' revolves around friendship, loyalty, and the
adventures that unfold when a group of animals faces a mysterious threat in a
kennel.

Who are the main characters in 'Howliday Inn'?
The main characters include a dog named Harold, his friend Chester the cat,
and a host of other animal characters who contribute to the story's humor and
camaraderie.

Is 'Howliday Inn' part of a series?
'Howliday Inn' is the second book in James Howe's 'Bunnicula' series,
following the adventures of Bunnicula and his friends.

What age group is 'Howliday Inn' suitable for?
'Howliday Inn' is suitable for children aged 8 to 12, making it a great read
for middle-grade readers.

What kind of humor can readers expect in 'Howliday
Inn'?
Readers can expect witty, clever humor, often stemming from the animals'
personalities and their amusing interactions, as well as puns and wordplay.

What role does suspense play in 'Howliday Inn'?
Suspense is a key element in 'Howliday Inn', as the characters must uncover
the mystery surrounding strange occurrences in the kennel, keeping readers
engaged.



Can 'Howliday Inn' be read independently of the
other books in the series?
'Howliday Inn' can be read independently, but reading it as part of the
'Bunnicula' series enhances the overall experience and character development.
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