How To Teach Informational Writing

HOW TO TEACH
NFORMATIVE WRIT

iti
D'd you know that
baan a.reﬂ‘eon| mammal
thatcanfly? A bm wing
_’}'1&5 |{)I"|g arm bOI’“ﬁS Wi'H’)

' “very long finger bones. Bats
can fly as fast as (5 miles

PE‘I"‘ hOUFi /ﬁ\ﬂ{i‘rﬂL :n , A

b&+ ‘ﬂﬂﬁlw Clﬂtj quP'S HP"\IEJIG

' dowm To hanq H its toe
c|aws Bats are rem”g

How to teach informational writing is a skill that educators must master in
order to prepare students for academic success and real-world applications.
Informational writing, which encompasses essays, reports, and articles, 1is
essential in helping students convey knowledge, analyze data, and communicate
effectively. This article will explore strategies, techniques, and activities
that educators can use to teach this vital form of writing.



Understanding Informational Writing

Informational writing aims to inform or explain a topic to the reader. Unlike
persuasive writing, which seeks to convince, or narrative writing, which
tells a story, informational writing focuses on delivering factual
information in a clear and concise manner.

Characteristics of Informational Writing

To effectively teach informational writing, it is important to understand its
key characteristics:

- Clarity and Precision: The writing should be straightforward and easy to
understand.

- Factual Content: It should rely on facts, statistics, and evidence rather
than opinions.

- Logical Organization: Ideas should be presented in a structured manner,
often using headings and subheadings.

- Objective Tone: The writing should maintain a neutral tone, avoiding
emotional language or bias.

Steps to Teach Informational Writing

Teaching informational writing can be broken down into several key steps.
Each of these steps builds upon the previous one, allowing students to
develop their skills gradually.

1. Introduce the Concept

Begin by introducing students to the concept of informational writing.

- Use Examples: Present examples of various formats such as articles,
reports, and brochures. Discuss the purpose of each and identify their common
characteristics.

- Discuss Audience and Purpose: Help students understand who the audience is
for different types of informational writing and why the writing must be
tailored to that audience.

2. Teach Research Skills

Research is a crucial component of informational writing. Teaching students
how to find and evaluate sources will enhance their writing quality.



- Source Selection: Show students how to choose credible sources, such as
academic journals, authoritative websites, and books.

- Note-taking Strategies: Encourage students to take organized notes,
emphasizing the importance of paraphrasing and summarizing information rather
than copying directly from sources.

3. Develop an Outline

An outline serves as the backbone of an informational piece. Teaching
students how to structure their writing is essential.

- Main Idea: Identify the main idea or thesis statement that the writing will
revolve around.

- Supporting Details: Organize supporting details and evidence into
categories that will form the body paragraphs.

- Logical Flow: Ensure that the outline reflects a logical progression of
ideas.

4. Focus on Writing Techniques

Once students have their outlines, it’s time to focus on the actual writing
process.

- Topic Sentences: Teach students how to write strong topic sentences that
introduce the main idea of each paragraph.

- Transitions: Emphasize the importance of transitional phrases to connect
ideas and paragraphs smoothly.

- Concluding Statements: Guide students in writing effective conclusions that
summarize the information without introducing new ideas.

5. Revise and Edit

Revision and editing are critical stages in the writing process.

- Peer Review: Encourage students to share their drafts with peers for
constructive feedback.

- Checklists: Provide checklists that outline common issues in informational
writing, such as clarity, organization, and grammar.

Engaging Activities for Informational Writing

Incorporating engaging activities can enhance students' understanding and
enjoyment of informational writing.



1. Create a Class Newsletter

Create a class newsletter that highlights various topics of interest. This
activity allows students to work collaboratively while practicing their
writing skills.

- Assign Roles: Assign roles such as researcher, writer, and editor to
promote teamwork.

- Include Sections: Encourage students to include different sections such as
interviews, articles, and news updates.

2. Research Projects

Assign research projects where students choose a topic and create an
informational report or presentation.

- Presentation Formats: Allow students to choose their format, whether it be
a written report, infographic, or slide presentation.

- Diverse Topics: Encourage students to select topics that are relevant and
interesting to them, fostering engagement.

3. Informational Writing Contests

Host an informational writing contest to motivate students to produce their
best work.

- Set Guidelines: Provide clear guidelines, such as word count, format, and
submission deadlines.

- Celebrate Achievements: Offer prizes or recognition for outstanding pieces
to encourage participation.

Assessment of Informational Writing

Assessing students’ informational writing skills can be challenging but 1is
necessary for tracking progress.

1. Rubrics

Develop rubrics that outline the criteria for success in informational
writing.

- Criteria to Consider:



- Clarity of the main idea

- Organization and structure

- Use of evidence and factual information
- Grammar and mechanics

2. Self-Assessment

Encourage students to engage in self-assessment.

- Reflection: Have students reflect on their writing process, what they
learned, and areas they wish to improve.

- Goal Setting: Prompt them to set goals for their next writing piece,
fostering a growth mindset.

Conclusion

Teaching informational writing is a multifaceted process that requires
careful planning, engaging activities, and effective assessment techniques.
By following these steps and implementing creative strategies, educators can
equip students with the necessary skills to communicate information clearly
and effectively. As students gain confidence in their writing abilities, they
will be better prepared for academic challenges and future professional
endeavors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key components of informational
writing?

The key components of informational writing include a clear thesis statement,
well-organized structure, factual content, supporting details, and a
conclusion that summarizes the information.

How can I help students choose appropriate topics
for informational writing?

Encourage students to select topics they are curious about or passionate
about. Use brainstorming sessions, mind mapping, or topic lists to guide them
in identifying suitable subjects that have ample information available.

What strategies can I use to teach the structure of



informational writing?

Teach the structure by using graphic organizers, such as outlines or
flowcharts. Break down the writing process into manageable steps:
introduction, body paragraphs with supporting details, and a conclusion. Use
examples to illustrate each part.

How do I incorporate research skills into teaching
informational writing?

Integrate research skills by teaching students how to find credible sources,
take notes, and organize their findings. Provide lessons on evaluating
sources, paraphrasing information, and citing references properly.

What are effective ways to encourage revision and
editing in informational writing?

Create a peer review process where students give and receive constructive
feedback. Teach specific editing techniques, such as checking for clarity,
coherence, and accuracy. Use checklists to help them self-assess their work.

How can technology be utilized to enhance
informational writing skills?

Use digital tools such as word processors, presentation software, and online
research databases. Encourage students to create multimedia presentations or
blogs as a form of informational writing, allowing them to incorporate
visuals and interactive elements.

What role does audience awareness play in
informational writing?

Audience awareness is crucial as it influences the tone, style, and content
of the writing. Teach students to consider who their audience is and what
information would be most relevant and engaging for them.

How can I assess students' informational writing
effectively?

Use rubrics that focus on organization, clarity, use of evidence, and
adherence to the writing conventions. Provide specific feedback on strengths
and areas for improvement, and consider using self-assessments for students
to reflect on their own work.
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