
How To Tan A Deer Hide

How to tan a deer hide is a skill that has been passed down through
generations, combining art and practicality. Tanning a deer hide can
transform a raw, unprocessed skin into a supple, durable leather that can be
used for various applications, from clothing to decorative items. This
article will guide you through the entire process of tanning a deer hide,
covering the necessary tools, techniques, and tips to achieve the best
results.

Understanding Deer Hides

Before diving into the tanning process, it's essential to understand the
characteristics of deer hides. Deer hides are valued for their softness,
lightweight nature, and durability. They can be used for various projects,
including:

- Clothing (jackets, gloves, and bags)
- Decorative items (rugs, wall hangings)
- Craft projects (moccasins, pouches)

Knowing the desired end-use of your tanned hide will help inform your tanning
method.



Preparing for Tanning

Proper preparation is crucial for successful tanning. Here’s what you need to
do:

Gather Necessary Supplies

To tan a deer hide, you will need several tools and materials:

1. Basic Tools:
- Sharp knife or fleshing knife
- Scissors
- Scraper (can be a piece of wood or metal)
- Buckets or containers for soaking
- Work gloves
- Measuring cup

2. Tanning Solutions:
- Salt (non-iodized)
- Tanning agent (commercial or natural, such as alum or egg yolk)
- Water

3. Other Supplies:
- A large workspace (preferably outdoors)
- Hanging apparatus (such as a clothesline)
- Softening agent (like oil or lanolin)

Selecting the Right Deer Hide

Choose a fresh deer hide, ideally one that has been skinned as recently as
possible. The quality of the hide will affect the tanning outcome. Look for:

- No cuts or tears
- Minimal hair loss
- Even thickness across the hide

The Tanning Process

The tanning process can be broken down into several key steps: fleshing,
salting, soaking, tanning, and softening.



Step 1: Fleshing

Fleshing involves removing any remaining flesh, fat, and membrane from the
hide. This step is critical to prevent spoilage.

1. Lay the Hide Flat: Spread the hide on a clean, flat surface, fur side
down.
2. Remove Excess Meat: Use a sharp knife to carefully scrape away any
remaining flesh. Be gentle to avoid cutting through the hide.
3. Scrape Off Fat: Use the scraper to remove any fat or membrane still
attached to the hide. This process will help prevent spoilage.

Step 2: Salting

Salting preserves the hide and prevents bacterial growth.

1. Apply Salt: Generously cover the flesh side of the hide with non-iodized
salt. Use about one pound of salt for every four pounds of hide.
2. Cure the Hide: Fold the hide flesh side inwards and place it in a cooler
or shaded area for 24-48 hours. The salt will draw out moisture and help
preserve the hide.

Step 3: Soaking

After salting, it’s time to rehydrate the hide in preparation for tanning.

1. Prepare a Soaking Solution: In a large bucket, mix water with a small
amount of salt (approximately ½ cup of salt per gallon of water).
2. Soak the Hide: Submerge the hide in the solution for 4-8 hours, ensuring
it becomes pliable.
3. Rinse and Drain: After soaking, rinse the hide thoroughly in clean water
to remove excess salt.

Step 4: Tanning

The tanning process transforms the hide into leather by replacing the
moisture with tanning agents.

1. Prepare the Tanning Solution: Depending on your choice of tanning agent
(commercial product or natural), follow the manufacturer’s instructions or
mix your tanning agent with water. For a natural method, mix alum and water
at a ratio of 1:8 (1 part alum to 8 parts water).
2. Submerge the Hide: Place the hide in the tanning solution, ensuring it’s
completely submerged. If using natural methods, you can also rub the tanning
agent directly onto the hide.



3. Let it Soak: Allow the hide to sit in the tanning solution for 24-48
hours, depending on the thickness of the hide and the tanning agent used.

Step 5: Softening

After tanning, softening the hide is essential to achieve the desired
texture.

1. Rinse the Hide: After tanning, rinse the hide again in clean water to
remove any excess tanning solution.
2. Stretch and Work the Hide: Hang the hide and begin to stretch it by
pulling and working the hide with your hands. This process can take some
time, but it’s crucial for achieving a soft feel.
3. Apply Softening Agent: Once you’ve worked the hide, apply a softening
agent like oil or lanolin to the surface. This helps maintain suppleness and
prevents the leather from drying out.

Caring for Your Tanned Hide

Once you have successfully tanned and softened your deer hide, proper care
will ensure its longevity.

Storage

- Store your tanned hide in a cool, dry place, away from direct sunlight.
- Avoid folding the hide to prevent creases; instead, roll it up or hang it.

Maintenance

- Periodically apply a softening agent to keep the leather supple.
- Clean the hide gently with a damp cloth if it becomes dirty.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

To improve your chances of success, be aware of common pitfalls:

- Skipping Fleshing: Failing to properly flesh the hide can lead to spoilage.
Ensure all flesh and fat are removed.
- Insufficient Salting: Under-salting can result in bacterial growth. Use
enough salt to thoroughly cover the hide.
- Neglecting Soaking Time: Rushing the soaking process can lead to a stiff



hide. Be patient and allow adequate time for hydration.

Conclusion

Tanning a deer hide is a rewarding experience that connects you with
traditional craftsmanship. By understanding each step of the process and
taking care to avoid common mistakes, you can create beautiful, functional
leather that can be used for various projects. Whether you’re crafting
clothing, decorative items, or simply preserving a piece of nature, the skill
of tanning a deer hide is both practical and fulfilling. With practice and
patience, you will master this ancient art and enjoy the fruits of your labor
for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the initial steps to prepare a deer hide
for tanning?
First, remove any excess flesh and fat from the hide using a sharp knife.
Then, thoroughly clean the hide with water to remove blood and dirt, and
stretch it to its original shape.

What are the different methods for tanning a deer
hide?
Common methods include brain tanning, using commercial tanning solutions, and
the salt method. Brain tanning uses the animal's own brain or a mixture of
animal fats, while commercial solutions offer convenience and speed.

How long does the tanning process usually take?
The tanning process can take anywhere from a few days to several weeks,
depending on the method used and the thickness of the hide. Brain tanning may
take longer due to the need for thorough soaking and drying.

What is the best way to soften a tanned deer hide?
To soften a tanned deer hide, you can work it by hand, pulling and stretching
it repeatedly. You can also use a softening agent like neatsfoot oil or
lanolin to keep the hide supple.

How can I preserve a deer hide after tanning?
Once tanned, it's important to store the hide in a cool, dry place. You can
also apply a light coat of oil to protect it from drying out and cracking,
and keep it away from direct sunlight and moisture.
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Discover how to tan a deer hide effectively with our step-by-step guide. Transform your deer hide
into a beautiful
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