How To Teach Gestalt Language Learners
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How to teach gestalt language learners effectively requires an understanding
of their unique language acquisition style. Gestalt language learners (GLLS)



process and produce language in chunks or "gestalts," rather than breaking
down words into smaller components. This method of learning can be quite
different from the traditional analytic language learning approach, and
recognizing these differences is essential for educators, parents, and
therapists who aim to support GLLs in their communication journey.

Teaching GLLs involves a blend of strategies that foster natural language
development, encourage meaningful interactions, and create an environment
where language learning is engaging and relevant. Below, we will explore the
various aspects of teaching gestalt language learners, including their unique
characteristics, effective strategies, and practical activities.

Understanding Gestalt Language Learners

Characteristics of GLLs

Gestalt language learners typically exhibit the following characteristics:

1. Echolalia: GLLs often repeat phrases or sentences they have heard before.
This can be immediate (repeating right after hearing) or delayed (repeating
later, sometimes days or weeks later).

2. Chunks of Language: Instead of constructing sentences word by word, GLLs
use memorized phrases or sentences as whole units. For example, they might
say, “Let’s go outside!” as a response to a question about going out, instead
of saying, “Can we go outside?”

3. Context-Dependent Communication: The phrases used by GLLs are often
context-specific. They may use a phrase perfectly in one situation but
struggle to apply it in a different context.

4. Gradual Breaking Down: Over time, GLLs may begin to break down these

chunks into smaller pieces, eventually creating their own sentences and
phrases.

Why Understanding GLLs Matters

Recognizing and understanding the unique communication style of gestalt
language learners is crucial for several reasons:

- Tailored Instruction: Developing teaching strategies that align with their
learning style ensures better engagement and comprehension.

- Encouraging Expression: Supporting GLLs in expressing themselves can
enhance their confidence and willingness to communicate.



- Building Communication Skills: With the right approach, GLLs can transition
to more flexible language use, improving their overall communication skills.

Strategies for Teaching Gestalt Language
Learners

1. Create a Language-Rich Environment

To foster language development in GLLs, it is essential to provide a rich
language environment. Here are some ways to achieve this:

- Use Natural Language: Engage in conversations using natural, meaningful
language. Avoid oversimplifying or modifying your speech excessively.

- Model Gestalts: Use phrases and sentences that GLLs can hear and
potentially imitate. For instance, if they enjoy a particular activity, you
might say, “Let’s go to the park!” during that activity.

- Expose to Varied Contexts: Use the same phrases in different situations to
help GLLs understand context and flexibility in language use.

2. Leverage Echolalia Effectively

Echolalia can be a powerful tool in the language development of GLLs. Here’s
how to use it:

- Accept and Acknowledge: Validate their echolalic responses. If a GLL says,
“Let’s go outside!” when asked what they want to do, respond positively and
engage.

- Expand and Rephrase: When a GLL uses a gestalt, you can expand on it. If
they say, “Let’s go outside!” you might reply, “Yes! Let’s go outside and
play with the ball!”

- Encourage Variation: Encourage the GLL to modify their phrases by
suggesting alternatives. This can help them start creating new sentences.

3. Use Visual Supports

Visual aids can significantly enhance understanding and communication for
gestalt language learners:



- Picture Cards: Use cards with images of activities, objects, or emotions
that the GLL can use to express themselves.

- Visual Schedules: Create a visual schedule of daily activities. This helps
GLLs understand what to expect and gives them phrases to use in context.

- Storyboards: Use storyboards to help GLLs sequence events or narrate
stories using familiar phrases.

4. Foster Play-Based Learning

Play is an excellent medium for teaching language to GLLs. Implement the
following strategies:

- Role-Playing: Engage in role-playing scenarios where GLLs can use familiar
phrases in new contexts. For example, pretend to go shopping or have a

picnic.

- Interactive Games: Use board games or card games that involve using phrases
and language. Encourage GLLs to express their moves using chunks of language.

- Storytelling: Read books and encourage GLLs to use repeated phrases from

the stories. They can act out parts or retell the story using their memorized
phrases.

5. Encourage Peer Interaction

Social interactions can greatly enhance language learning. To promote
engagement with peers:

- Group Activities: Organize small group activities that require
collaboration, allowing GLLs to hear and use language in context.

- Peer Buddies: Pair GLLs with peers who can model language use and encourage
communication.

- Social Stories: Create social stories that depict appropriate interactions
to help GLLs understand social language in context.

Assessing Progress in GLLs

Assessing language development in gestalt language learners can be
challenging but is essential for tailoring instruction:



1. Observe Communication in Context

- Pay attention to how GLLs use language in various situations. Note their
echolalic phrases and how they apply them.

- Monitor their ability to modify and create new phrases over time.

2. Document Growth

- Keep a record of phrases and sentences used by the GLLs, noting when they
begin to break down these chunks.

- Use video or audio recordings to track progress over time, providing a
clear picture of their language development.

3. Set Realistic Goals

- Establish goals that are achievable and relevant to the learner. Focus on
enhancing their use of language in functional contexts.

- Celebrate small successes. Recognizing progress, no matter how minor, can
motivate GLLs to continue learning.

Conclusion

Teaching gestalt language learners requires patience, creativity, and a deep
understanding of their unique communication style. By creating a language-
rich environment, leveraging echolalia, using visual supports, fostering
play-based learning, and encouraging peer interaction, educators and
caregivers can significantly enhance the language development of GLLs.
Furthermore, ongoing assessment and the celebration of milestones will help
tailor instruction to meet their needs effectively. With the right strategies
in place, gestalt language learners can not only grow in their communication
skills but also gain confidence in their ability to express themselves in a
variety of contexts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a gestalt language learner?

A gestalt language learner is a child who acquires language in chunks or
phrases rather than by learning words individually. They often repeat phrases



they've heard in context before understanding the individual words and their
meanings.

How can I identify if a child is a gestalt language
learner?

You can identify a gestalt language learner by observing their speech
patterns. They may use echolalic phrases, repeat phrases from media, or use
long chunks of language that are not grammatically correct but convey meaning
in context.

What strategies can I use to support gestalt
language learners?

You can support gestalt language learners by providing meaningful contexts
for language use, modeling language in short phrases, and gradually breaking
down the chunks they use into smaller parts for better understanding.

Should I correct a gestalt language learner's speech
errors?

It's important to focus on modeling correct language rather than directly
correcting their speech. Gently rephrase or expand on what they say to
provide a model of appropriate language use without discouraging them.

How can I encourage spontaneous language use in
gestalt language learners?

Encourage spontaneous language use by creating opportunities for open-ended
play and interactions, and by using prompts that encourage them to use their
phrases in new contexts while gradually introducing new vocabulary.

What role does play have in teaching gestalt
language learners?

Play is crucial for teaching gestalt language learners as it provides a
natural and enjoyable context for communication. It allows them to experiment
with language, practice social skills, and use language chunks in meaningful
ways.

How can visuals enhance learning for gestalt
language learners?

Visual supports, such as pictures, symbols, or written words, can help
gestalt language learners understand and break down phrases. They provide
context and can reinforce the meanings of the language chunks they use.



What resources are available for teaching gestalt
language learners?

Resources for teaching gestalt language learners include books on language
development, specialized training programs, online communities, and tools

such as visual supports, apps, and games that promote language interaction
and development.
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