How To Start A Persuasive Letter

Example of Persuasive Business Letter

3400 Stanley Road
Wally Grove, WI 55651
December 9, 2012

Mr. Tom Giff

Wally Grove Tribune
701 South Rose

Wally Grove, WI 33631

Dear Mr. Giff:

1 am a fifth grade student at South Elementary in Wally Grove, Wisconsin. [ am
writing you this letter in hopes that it will be published in the "Opinion” section
of the Wally Grove Tribune.

Swerving, speeding up, slowing down, and not paying attention while driving.
Most people would think this describes a drunk driver. Well, it also describes
many people who use cell phones while driving.

I believe drivers of motorized vehicles should be banned from using cell phones
while driving. Many accidents occur due to inattentive drivers who are talking on
cell phones. Studies have shown that people are five times more likely to getinan
accident when they are talking on a cell phone. With the elimination of cell
phones, accidents will decrease and lives will be saved.

How to start a persuasive letter is a skill that can significantly influence the outcome of your
communication. Whether you are trying to convince someone to support a cause, request a favor, or
make a proposal, the beginning of your letter is crucial. An effective opening sets the tone, engages
the reader, and provides a clear context for your message. In this article, we will cover essential
strategies for starting a persuasive letter that can capture attention and compel the reader to
consider your point of view.

Understanding the Purpose of a Persuasive Letter

Before diving into how to start a persuasive letter, it is essential to understand its purpose. A
persuasive letter aims to convince the reader to adopt a particular viewpoint or take a specific action.
The effectiveness of the letter often hinges on how well you communicate your message from the
very beginning.



Key Elements of a Persuasive Letter

- Clear Objective: Identify the primary goal of your letter. What do you want the reader to do or think?
- Audience Awareness: Understand who your reader is and what their perspective might be. Tailoring
your approach to your audience increases the chances of persuasion.

- Emotional Appeal: Engage the reader's emotions by presenting relatable scenarios or invoking
empathy.

- Logical Arguments: Support your claims with factual information and logical reasoning to build
credibility.

Crafting an Engaging Opening

The first few sentences of your persuasive letter are critical. They should grab the reader’s attention
and motivate them to keep reading. Here are several strategies to consider when starting your letter:

1. Start with a Strong Hook

A compelling hook can draw the reader in immediately. This could be an interesting fact, a thought-
provoking question, or a shocking statistic. For example:

- Fact: “Did you know that over 1 million plastic bottles are purchased every minute worldwide?”
- Question: “Have you ever considered the impact of your daily choices on our planet's future?”

2. Use Personal Anecdotes

Sharing a personal story can make your letter more relatable and engaging. It humanizes your
message and allows the reader to connect with your experience. For instance:

“Last summer, while volunteering at a local shelter, | witnessed firsthand the struggles of families
facing eviction. Their stories inspired me to reach out to you.”

3. Establish Common Ground

Identifying shared values or concerns can create a sense of connection with the reader. Starting with
a statement that acknowledges their perspective can foster receptiveness. For example:

“As a fellow member of our community, | know we both care deeply about the future of our children
and the environment.”



4. State the Importance of the Issue

Making it clear why the reader should care about your topic can provide an immediate sense of
urgency. You might say:

“Addressing climate change is no longer a choice; it is a necessity that affects us all—our health,
economy, and the future of our planet.”

Structuring Your Persuasive Letter

After you've successfully engaged the reader, the next step is to structure the rest of your letter
effectively. Here’'s a recommended outline:

1. Introduction

- Start with your hook or anecdote.
- Briefly introduce the purpose of your letter.
- State your main argument or request clearly.

2. Body Paragraphs

- Present Your Arguments: Use several paragraphs to support your main argument. Each paragraph
should include:

- A clear topic sentence.

- Supporting details or examples.

- Emotional and logical appeals.

- Anticipate Counterarguments: Address potential objections the reader might have. Acknowledging
opposing views shows that you have considered multiple perspectives, which can enhance your
credibility.

3. Conclusion

- Recap your main points.
- Restate your call to action clearly.
- End with a strong, memorable statement or a call for collaboration.

Tips for a Persuasive Letter Opening

To ensure your opening is effective, consider the following tips:



» Be Concise: Your opening should be direct and to the point. Avoid unnecessary fluff that may
dilute your message.

* Use Positive Language: Frame your message in a positive light to encourage a favorable
response.

e Match the Tone: Adjust the tone of your opening to suit the audience and context. A formal
letter to a government official may require a different approach than a letter to a friend.

e Proofread: Ensure your opening is free of grammatical errors and typos. A polished letter
reflects professionalism and care.

Examples of Effective Openings

To further illustrate how to start a persuasive letter, here are a few examples:

Example 1: Environmental Advocacy

“Every year, millions of marine animals die due to plastic pollution in our oceans. As a concerned
citizen and a passionate advocate for wildlife conservation, | urge you to consider implementing
stricter regulations on plastic usage in our community.”

Example 2: Fundraising for a Non-Profit

“Imagine a world where every child has access to quality education. Last year, we helped over 300
children in our community achieve this goal, but we can’t continue without your support. Join us in
making a difference.”

Example 3: Requesting a Favor from a Colleague

“I hope this message finds you well! I'm reaching out to discuss a project that | believe could greatly
benefit from your expertise. Your insights would be invaluable in ensuring its success.”

Final Thoughts

Knowing how to start a persuasive letter is an essential skill that can lead to meaningful outcomes. By
utilizing engaging openings, establishing a clear structure, and incorporating emotional and logical
appeals, you can significantly enhance the effectiveness of your communication. Remember, the goal



is not just to present your case but to inspire action and foster understanding. With practice, you can
master the art of persuasive writing and make a lasting impression on your readers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a persuasive letter?

The purpose of a persuasive letter is to convince the reader to adopt a specific viewpoint or take a
particular action.

How should | start a persuasive letter?

Begin with a strong opening sentence that captures attention, clearly stating your main argument or
purpose.

What tone should | use in a persuasive letter?

Use a confident and respectful tone, balancing assertiveness with empathy to connect with the
reader.

Is it effective to use personal anecdotes in a persuasive
letter?

Yes, personal anecdotes can be effective as they add authenticity and help the reader relate to your
message.

Should I include facts and statistics in my persuasive letter?

Absolutely, including facts and statistics strengthens your argument by providing credible evidence to
support your claims.

How can | identify my audience when writing a persuasive
letter?

Consider who will be reading your letter and what their values, beliefs, and interests are to tailor your
message accordingly.

What is a common mistake to avoid when starting a
persuasive letter?

Avoid being overly aggressive or emotional in your opening; instead, focus on establishing a logical
connection with your audience.
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Learn how to start a persuasive letter that captures attention and drives action. Follow our expert
tips for effective communication. Discover how today!
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