
How To Treat Mange In Dogs

How to treat mange in dogs is a crucial topic for pet owners, as this condition can lead
to significant discomfort for your canine companion. Mange is a skin disease caused by
parasitic mites, and it manifests in two primary forms: sarcoptic mange (caused by
Sarcoptes scabiei) and demodectic mange (caused by Demodex mites). Understanding how
to identify and treat mange effectively is essential for ensuring your dog's health and well-
being. This article will guide you through the symptoms, diagnosis, treatment options, and
preventive measures for managing mange in dogs.

Understanding Mange in Dogs

Mange affects dogs of all ages and breeds, but certain factors, such as a weakened immune
system, can increase susceptibility. Recognizing the signs of mange early can help you
start treatment promptly, minimizing discomfort and preventing the spread of the disease.

Types of Mange

1. Sarcoptic Mange (Scabies):
- Highly contagious and spread through direct contact with infected animals.
- Symptoms include intense itching, redness, and hair loss, typically starting on the ears,
belly, and legs.

2. Demodectic Mange (Demodicosis):
- Not contagious and usually affects younger dogs or those with compromised immune
systems.
- Symptoms include localized or generalized hair loss, often accompanied by redness and
scabbing.



Symptoms of Mange

When treating mange in dogs, the first step is recognizing the symptoms. Common signs
include:

- Intense itching and scratching
- Red or inflamed skin
- Hair loss in patches
- Scabs or sores on the skin
- Unpleasant odor from the skin
- Changes in behavior, such as increased irritability or restlessness

If you notice these symptoms in your dog, it's essential to consult a veterinarian for an
accurate diagnosis and treatment plan.

Diagnosis of Mange

Diagnosing mange requires a veterinary examination. Your veterinarian will typically
perform the following:

- Physical Examination: A thorough check of your dog's skin and coat.
- Skin Scraping: This involves scraping the skin to collect samples that can be examined
under a microscope for the presence of mites.
- Flea and Tick Check: Since these parasites can also cause similar symptoms, your
veterinarian will rule them out.
- Other Tests: In some cases, additional tests may be needed to check for underlying health
issues that may have contributed to your dog's condition.

Treatment Options for Mange in Dogs

Once diagnosed, your veterinarian will recommend appropriate treatment based on the
type of mange and the severity of the infestation. Here are the common treatment options:

Medications

1. Topical Treatments:
- Medicated shampoos, creams, or ointments may help soothe the skin and kill mites.
- Common active ingredients include benzoyl peroxide and lime sulfur.

2. Oral Medications:
- Ivermectin or milbemycin oxime is often prescribed for sarcoptic mange.
- For demodectic mange, medications like isoxazolines (e.g., Bravecto, NexGard) may be
effective.



3. Injectable Treatments:
- In some cases, your vet may recommend injectable medications to manage severe
infestations.

4. Steroids:
- Corticosteroids may be prescribed to reduce inflammation and itching but should be used
cautiously, especially in demodectic mange.

Supportive Care

In addition to medications, supportive care is essential for your dog's recovery:

- Regular Baths: Use veterinarian-recommended medicated shampoos to keep the skin
clean and reduce irritation.
- Nutritional Support: A well-balanced diet can strengthen your dog's immune system,
aiding in recovery.
- Preventing Secondary Infections: Monitor for signs of bacterial infections due to scratching
and apply topical antibiotics if necessary.

Environmental Management

Since sarcoptic mange is highly contagious, it’s crucial to manage your dog’s environment:

- Isolation: Keep your infected dog away from other pets until cleared by your veterinarian.
- Cleaning: Thoroughly clean and disinfect your home, including furniture, bedding, and
toys. Wash all items in hot water and vacuum regularly.
- Treat Other Pets: If you have multiple pets, consult your vet about treating them as a
precautionary measure, even if they show no symptoms.

Preventing Mange in Dogs

Prevention is key to avoiding mange outbreaks. Here are some proactive steps you can
take:

Regular Veterinary Check-ups

Routine check-ups can help identify any skin issues before they develop into serious
problems. Your veterinarian can also recommend preventive treatments.

Maintain a Healthy Immune System



Ensuring your dog is healthy and has a strong immune system can help prevent mange:

- Balanced Diet: Feed high-quality dog food rich in nutrients.
- Regular Exercise: Keep your dog active to maintain a healthy weight and immune system.
- Vaccinations: Ensure your dog is up-to-date on vaccinations to prevent illnesses that
might compromise their immune system.

Avoiding High-Risk Environments

Be cautious in areas where mange is known to be prevalent, such as dog parks or shelters.
Avoid contact with stray animals or dogs showing signs of skin issues.

Conclusion

Knowing how to treat mange in dogs is vital for any dog owner. Early detection and
appropriate treatment can not only alleviate your dog’s discomfort but also prevent the
spread of the condition to other pets. Always consult your veterinarian for a proper
diagnosis and tailored treatment plan. With the right approach, your dog can recover from
mange and return to a happy, healthy life. Remember that prevention through routine care
and attention to your dog's health is the best way to keep mange at bay.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is mange in dogs?
Mange is a skin condition in dogs caused by parasitic mites, leading to hair loss, itching,
and inflammation.

What are the two main types of mange in dogs?
The two main types of mange are sarcoptic mange (scabies) and demodectic mange
(demodicosis).

How can you identify if a dog has mange?
Signs of mange include excessive scratching, hair loss, red or inflamed skin, and sometimes
secondary infections.

Can mange be treated at home?
Some mild cases of demodectic mange may improve with home care, but it's essential to
consult a veterinarian for proper diagnosis and treatment.



What medications are commonly used to treat mange?
Common treatments include topical medications, oral medications like ivermectin or
milbemycin, and medicated shampoos.

Is mange contagious to other dogs or humans?
Sarcoptic mange is highly contagious to other dogs and can affect humans, while
demodectic mange is not contagious.

How long does it typically take to treat mange in dogs?
Treatment duration varies; mild cases can take weeks, while severe cases may require
several months of consistent treatment.

What environmental changes can help manage mange?
Regular cleaning of bedding, toys, and living areas can help reduce mite populations and
prevent reinfestation.

Are there any natural remedies for treating mange?
Some natural remedies like coconut oil or apple cider vinegar may provide relief, but they
are not substitutes for veterinary treatment.

When should you take your dog to the vet for mange?
You should take your dog to the vet if you notice symptoms of mange, such as persistent
itching or hair loss, to receive appropriate treatment.
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