
How To Start Writing Short Stories

How to start writing short stories is an exciting journey that many aspiring writers embark
upon. Short stories are a unique form of art that allows you to convey ideas, emotions, and
narratives succinctly. They are a perfect canvas for both novice and experienced writers to
experiment with different styles, themes, and characters without the extensive
commitment required for a novel. In this article, we will explore the essential steps to
kickstart your short story writing process, offering tips and techniques that can help you
hone your craft.

Understanding the Basics of Short Stories

Before diving into the writing process, it’s essential to understand what constitutes a short
story. Typically, short stories are brief narratives that focus on a single theme or idea and
can be read in one sitting. They usually range from 1,000 to 7,500 words, though some may
extend to 20,000 words.



Characteristics of Short Stories

1. Brevity: The primary characteristic of a short story is its conciseness. Every word should
serve a purpose, whether it's developing the plot, character, or setting.

2. Focused Theme: Unlike novels, which can explore multiple themes and subplots, short
stories generally concentrate on one main theme or idea.

3. Character Development: While short stories may not provide as much depth as longer
works, effective characterization is crucial. Characters should feel real and relatable, even
in a limited word count.

4. Conflict and Resolution: A good short story typically contains a conflict that drives the
narrative forward and a resolution that provides closure.

5. Impactful Ending: The conclusion of a short story is often its most critical component. A
twist, revelation, or emotional punch can leave a lasting impression on the reader.

Finding Inspiration

Inspiration can come from various sources, and it's essential to keep an open mind. Here
are some ways to spark your creativity:

Daily Life

- Observe Your Surroundings: Everyday situations can serve as the foundation for
compelling narratives. Pay attention to conversations, gestures, or moments that intrigue
you.
- Journaling: Maintain a journal to jot down thoughts, experiences, or snippets of dialogue.
This practice can help you identify potential story ideas.

Writing Prompts

- Use writing prompts to get your creative juices flowing. Websites, books, and social media
platforms often provide prompts that can inspire unique storylines.

Books and Literature

- Read widely across genres. This exposure can help you understand different styles and
techniques. Consider how authors create tension, develop characters, and build their
worlds.



Art and Media

- Visual art, music, and films can also serve as sources of inspiration. Consider what stories
the artwork tells or the emotions a song evokes.

Planning Your Short Story

Once you have identified a potential idea or theme, it’s time to plan your short story.
Planning doesn’t mean you have to outline every detail rigidly; instead, it can help provide
direction.

Developing Your Characters

1. Protagonist: Who is the main character? What are their goals, motivations, and conflicts?
Understanding your protagonist is crucial for driving the narrative.

2. Antagonist: Consider who or what stands in the way of your protagonist. This could be a
person, society, nature, or even an internal struggle.

3. Supporting Characters: Supporting characters should enhance the story, adding depth
and complexity. Ensure they serve a purpose and contribute to the theme.

Setting

- Determine the time and place of your story. Setting can significantly influence the mood
and tone, so consider how it aligns with your narrative.

Plot Structure

While short stories are brief, they still benefit from a structured plot. Consider using a
simple framework:

1. Exposition: Introduce the characters and setting.

2. Rising Action: Build tension through conflicts and challenges.

3. Climax: The turning point where the main conflict reaches its peak.

4. Falling Action: Events that follow the climax and start to resolve the conflict.

5. Resolution: Provide closure to the story, answering any lingering questions.



Writing Your Short Story

With your planning in place, it’s time to start writing. Here are some tips to keep in mind
during the writing process:

Embrace Your Voice

- Writing Style: Develop your unique writing style. Don’t be afraid to let your personality
shine through your words.
- Experimentation: Try different narrative voices, perspectives, and tones. Experimentation
can reveal new angles and depths to your story.

Show, Don’t Tell

- Use descriptive language and sensory details to immerse readers in your story. Instead of
saying, “She was angry,” show her anger through actions and dialogue.

Revise and Edit

1. First Draft: Allow yourself to write freely in the first draft without worrying about
perfection. The goal is to get your ideas down on paper.

2. Take a Break: After completing your draft, take a break before revisiting it. This distance
can provide clarity and perspective.

3. Revise: Look for areas to improve, focusing on plot coherence, character development,
and pacing.

4. Proofread: Check for grammatical errors, typos, and formatting issues. Consider reading
the story aloud to catch inconsistencies or awkward phrasing.

Getting Feedback

Once you feel confident in your story, seek feedback from others. This can be invaluable in
refining your work.

Sharing with Peers

- Join a writing group or workshop where you can share your work with fellow writers and
receive constructive criticism.



Online Platforms

- Consider sharing your story on online platforms or forums dedicated to writing. Websites
like Wattpad or writing communities on Reddit can provide exposure and feedback.

Publishing Your Short Stories

If you’re interested in sharing your work with a broader audience, consider publishing your
short stories.

Submitting to Magazines and Journals

- Research literary magazines and journals that accept short story submissions. Follow their
submission guidelines carefully to increase your chances of acceptance.

Self-Publishing and Blogs

- You can also self-publish your stories through personal blogs or eBook platforms. This
allows you to maintain creative control over your work.

Contests and Competitions

- Enter writing contests that often provide opportunities for publication and exposure.
Winning or placing in a contest can also boost your writing credentials.

Conclusion

Starting to write short stories is a rewarding endeavor that can help you grow as a writer.
By understanding the fundamentals of short story writing, finding inspiration, planning your
narrative, and embracing the writing process, you can craft compelling tales that resonate
with readers. Remember that writing is an evolving skill; the more you practice, the more
proficient you will become. So, grab your pen or keyboard and start creating the stories
that only you can tell!

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the first step to take when starting to write a
short story?
The first step is to brainstorm ideas. Think about themes, characters, or situations that
interest you. Jot down your thoughts and choose one that resonates the most.

How can I develop my characters in a short story?
You can develop your characters by giving them distinct traits, motivations, and
backstories. Focus on their desires and conflicts, as these will drive the plot and make them
relatable.

What should I keep in mind regarding the structure of a
short story?
A short story typically follows a clear structure: an introduction, rising action, climax, falling
action, and resolution. Keep it concise, focusing on a single conflict or theme.

How do I maintain reader engagement in a short story?
To maintain engagement, start with a hook that captures attention, create tension through
conflict, and ensure that every sentence contributes to the plot or character development.

What are some common pitfalls to avoid when writing
short stories?
Common pitfalls include being overly descriptive, introducing too many characters, or
straying from the main plot. Keep your story focused and concise to maintain clarity and
impact.
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Unlock your creativity! Discover how to start writing short stories with our expert tips and
techniques. Learn more and ignite your storytelling journey today!
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