How To Make Picture Frames From Wood

How to make picture frames from wood is a rewarding and creative project that
allows you to showcase your favorite images while adding a personal touch to
your home decor. Whether you’re an experienced woodworker or a beginner
looking for a fun DIY activity, creating your own wooden picture frames can
be both enjoyable and fulfilling. This guide will walk you through the steps
involved, the materials needed, and some tips to help you along the way.

Materials Needed

Before you start making your picture frames, gather all the necessary
materials and tools. Here is a list of what you’ll need:



e Wood (pine, oak, or any preferred wood type)
e Wood glue

e Wood screws or nails

e Picture frame glass or acrylic sheet

e Backing board (cardboard or wood)

e Sandpaper (various grits)

e Wood finish (stain, paint, or sealant)

e Clamps

Measuring tape

Square or ruler

Saw (miter saw or hand saw)

Drill (if using screws)

Picture hanging hardware (optional)

Step-by-Step Guide to Making Wooden Picture
Frames

Step 1: Measure and Cut the Wood

The first step in making picture frames from wood is to determine the size of
the frame. Decide on the dimensions based on the picture you wish to display.
Here’s how to proceed:

1. Measure the Picture: Use a measuring tape to find the dimensions of your
picture.

2. Calculate Frame Size: Add extra inches to the dimensions for the frame
itself. A common overhang is 1-2 inches on each side.

3. Cut the Wood: Using a miter saw or hand saw, cut four pieces of wood:

- Two pieces for the horizontal sides (top and bottom)

- Two pieces for the vertical sides (left and right)

Ensure that your cuts are at a 45-degree angle for a snug fit at the corners.



Step 2: Assemble the Frame

Once you have your pieces cut, it’s time to assemble your frame.

1. Lay Out the Pieces: Arrange your wood pieces on a flat surface in the
order they will be assembled.

2. Apply Wood Glue: On the edges where two pieces meet, apply a thin line of
wood glue.

3. Join the Pieces: Bring the pieces together to form a rectangle. Ensure the
corners meet at 90-degree angles.

4. Secure with Clamps: Use clamps to hold the frame in place while the glue
dries. Follow the glue manufacturer's instructions for drying time.

5. Reinforce with Screws or Nails: For additional strength, you can drill
small pilot holes and insert screws or nails into the corners.

Step 3: Sand the Frame

After the glue has dried, it’s time to make the frame smooth and ready for
finishing.

1. Choose Sandpaper: Start with a coarse grit (around 80) to remove any rough
edges, and progress to a finer grit (220) for a smooth finish.

2. Sand Thoroughly: Sand all surfaces, including the corners, to ensure there
are no splinters or rough spots.

3. Clean Up Dust: Wipe down the frame with a damp cloth to remove sawdust.

Step 4: Finish the Frame

Now that your frame is smooth, you can choose how to finish it.

1. Select a Finish: You can stain, paint, or seal the wood.

2. Apply the Finish: Using a brush or cloth, apply your chosen finish evenly,
following the wood grain.

3. Allow to Dry: Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for drying time. You
may want to apply multiple coats for a richer color.

Step 5: Add the Backing and Glass

Once your frame is finished and dry, it’'s time to insert the picture and
secure everything in place.

1. Cut the Backing Board: Your backing board should be cut to the same
dimensions as your frame's inner size.

2. Insert Glass or Acrylic: Place the glass or acrylic sheet in the frame,
ensuring it fits snugly.



3. Position the Picture: Place your picture on top of the glass.
4. Attach the Backing Board: Secure the backing board to the frame using
screws, nails, or clips. This will hold everything in place.

Step 6: Add Hanging Hardware

If you plan to hang your frame, you’ll need to attach some hardware.

1. Choose Hanging Hardware: Options include D-rings, sawtooth hangers, or
wire.

2. Install the Hardware: Based on your choice, install the hardware on the
back of the frame.

Tips for Making Great Wooden Picture Frames

To ensure your picture frames are not only functional but also aesthetically
pleasing, consider the following tips:

Choose Quality Wood: Selecting a good quality wood will enhance the look
and longevity of your frame.

Experiment with Finishes: Don’t be afraid to try different stains and
paints to find the look that suits your style.

Practice Your Cuts: If you’'re new to cutting wood, practice on scrap
pieces to perfect your technique before cutting the actual frame.

Personalize Your Frames: Consider adding decorative elements like
carvings, stencils, or embellishments to make your frames unique.

Conclusion

Making picture frames from wood is a fulfilling project that allows you to
express your creativity while preserving cherished memories. By following the
steps outlined above, you can create beautiful, custom frames that will
enhance any space in your home. Whether you choose to make one frame or
several, this DIY project is sure to bring joy and satisfaction. Happy
framing!



Frequently Asked Questions

What type of wood is best for making picture frames?

Hardwoods like oak, maple, and cherry are ideal for picture frames due to
their durability and attractive grain. Softwoods like pine can also be used
for a more rustic look.

What tools do I need to make a wooden picture frame?

Essential tools include a miter saw or hand saw, a measuring tape, wood glue,
clamps, sandpaper, and a finish such as paint or varnish. Optional tools
include a router for decorative edges.

How do I measure and cut wood for a picture frame?

Measure your picture size and add twice the width of the frame for the
dimensions. Use a miter saw to cut 45-degree angles on the ends of each piece
for a snug fit at the corners.

What is the best way to join the corners of a
picture frame?

The best way to join corners is to use wood glue and clamps. For added
strength, you can also use corner brackets or dowels. A miter joint is common
for a clean look.

How can I finish my wooden picture frame?

You can finish your frame by sanding it smooth, then applying a stain or
paint followed by a clear coat of polyurethane or varnish to protect the wood
and enhance its appearance.

What are some creative designs for wooden picture
frames?

You can create designs like distressed finishes, layered frames, or frames
with added decorative elements like carvings or painted patterns to enhance
their visual appeal.

How do I hang or display my wooden picture frame?

You can use picture hanging hardware like D-rings or sawtooth hangers on the
back of the frame. For tabletop displays, consider using an easel back or a
decorative stand.
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