
How To Make Paper People

How to make paper people is a delightful and engaging craft that can be enjoyed by people of all ages. Whether
you're looking to create decorations for a party, teach children about shapes and colors, or simply want to
enjoy a relaxing afternoon, making paper people is a fun and creative endeavor. In this guide, we'll explore
various techniques and ideas for crafting your own paper figures, ensuring you have all the information you
need to get started.

Materials Needed

Before diving into the crafting process, it’s essential to gather all the necessary materials. Here’s a list of
common items you might need:

Colored paper (construction paper, origami paper, or patterned paper)

Scissors

Glue or tape

Pencil or pen

Markers or crayons for decoration

Paper cutter (optional)

Templates (optional)

Having these materials at hand will make the process smoother and more enjoyable.

Basic Techniques for Making Paper People



There are several techniques you can use to create paper people. Here are a few popular methods:

1. Cut-Out Paper People

One of the simplest ways to make paper people is by cutting out shapes from colored paper. Here’s how to do it:

Select the colors of paper you want to use for your paper people.1.

Using a pencil, sketch the outline of a person on the paper. You can create different poses or styles.2.

Carefully cut out the shape using scissors.3.

Use markers or crayons to add facial features, clothing, and other details.4.

For added stability, you can glue the cut-out onto a piece of cardboard.5.

2. Paper Chain People

Creating a paper chain of people is an excellent way to make decorations for parties or celebrations. This
method is also perfect for young children. Here’s how to make them:

Start with a strip of colored paper, approximately 1 inch wide and 10 inches long.1.

Fold the strip in half and cut out a half-figure shape from the folded edge. When you unfold it, it will2.
form a full figure.

Repeat this process with other strips of colored paper.3.

Link the figures together by sliding one figure through the arms of another and gluing or taping them4.
together.

Continue until you have a long chain of paper people!5.

3. Origami Paper People

Origami is the Japanese art of paper folding, and it can be a fun way to create paper people. Although it
requires a bit more skill, the results can be stunning. Follow these steps:

Start with a square piece of origami paper.1.

Follow a specific origami pattern for making a person. There are many templates available online, or you2.
can purchase an origami book.

Fold the paper according to the instructions, making sure to crease well for sharper shapes.3.

Once complete, you can use markers to draw facial features and clothing details.4.



Creative Ideas for Using Paper People

Once you've mastered the art of making paper people, you can use them in various creative ways. Here are some
ideas:

1. Decorations

Paper people can be used to decorate your home, classroom, or event space. Consider making a garland of paper
people to hang across a wall or from the ceiling. You can even customize each figure to represent different
themes, such as holidays or seasons.

2. Storytelling Props

Using paper people as storytelling props can make reading more interactive and engaging for children. Create
characters from their favorite stories or make your own characters to accompany a new tale. This hands-on
approach can enhance their understanding and enjoyment of storytelling.

3. Educational Tools

Paper people can also serve as educational tools. Use them to teach children about diversity and inclusion by
creating figures that represent different cultures, professions, and interests. You can even incorporate them
into lessons about anatomy, different careers, or historical figures.

Advanced Techniques and Variations

If you're looking to take your paper people crafting to the next level, consider these advanced techniques and
variations:

1. Layered Paper People

By cutting out multiple layers of paper in different shapes and colors, you can create three-dimensional figures.
Stack the layers on top of each other and glue them down to achieve a more dynamic look.

2. Paper Mache People

For a more robust and artistic project, try making paper mache figures. Use newspaper strips and a glue-water
mixture to create a three-dimensional structure. Once dried, you can paint and decorate your paper mache
people for a unique finish.



3. Interactive Paper Dolls

Create interactive paper dolls with changeable outfits and accessories. Cut out several outfits from colored
paper and use small tabs to attach them to your paper doll. This method encourages imaginative play and can
be incredibly fun for children.

Conclusion

Making paper people is a versatile and enjoyable craft that can be adapted for various purposes and skill
levels. From simple cut-out figures to intricate origami designs, the possibilities are nearly endless. By gathering
the right materials and utilizing different techniques, you can create unique paper creations that are sure to
inspire creativity and joy. So, gather your supplies, unleash your imagination, and start crafting your very
own paper people today!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make paper people?
You will need colored paper, scissors, glue, markers or crayons, and optionally, googly eyes or decorative
items.

What is the easiest way to create the body of paper people?
A simple way is to fold a piece of paper in half and cut out a person shape, ensuring the folded edge remains
intact for a symmetrical body.

Can I make paper people with kids?
Yes! Making paper people is a fun and engaging craft for kids, helping them develop fine motor skills and
creativity.

What techniques can I use to decorate my paper people?
You can use markers, stickers, washi tape, or fabric scraps to add details like clothing, facial features, and
accessories.

How can I use paper people in storytelling?
You can create a story scene by using paper people as characters, moving them around a backdrop, or even
creating a puppet show.
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