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How to Draw Animes for Beginners

Drawing anime can be an exciting and rewarding endeavor, especially for beginners who are passionate
about this unique art style. Anime, a style of animation that originated in Japan, is characterized by its
colorful graphics, vibrant characters, and fantastical themes. This article will guide you step-by-step
through the basics of drawing anime, providing tips, techniques, and resources that will help you develop
your skills. Whether you're looking to create original characters or replicate existing ones, the following

sections will serve as a comprehensive guide to get you started on your anime drawing journey.

Understanding Anime Art Style

Before you start drawing, it's essential to understand the unique aspects of anime art. Anime features

distinct characteristics that set it apart from other art forms. Here are some key elements:



1. Exaggerated Features

- Large Eyes: Anime characters often have oversized eyes that convey emotions and personality.
- Small Mouths and Noses: In contrast to the eyes, mouths and noses are typically small, which enhances
the expressive nature of the eyes.

- Unique Hair Styles: Characters frequently have colorful and stylized hair, reflecting their personality.

2. Simplified Anatomy

- Proportions: Anime characters often have a stylized body structure. For instance, heads may be larger in
proportion to their bodies.

- Dynamic Poses: Characters are often drawn in action-oriented poses, emphasizing movement and emotion.

3. Expressive Facial Expressions

- Emotion: Facial expressions in anime can range from exaggerated joy to intense anger, making it crucial

for conveying character feelings.

Essential Tools for Drawing Anime

Before you begin sketching, gather the necessary tools. While you can draw anime with just a pencil and

paper, having the right materials can enhance your experience.

1. Drawing Tools

- Pencils: Start with a range of pencils (H for light lines and B for darker lines).
- Erasers: A good quality eraser will help you correct mistakes easily.
- Inking Pens: Fine-tipped pens are great for outlining your drawings.

- Markers or Colored Pencils: These can be used to add color to your finished artwork.

2. Digital Tools (Optional)

If you prefer to draw digitally, consider investing in:



- Drawing Tablet: A tablet will allow you to create digital art with ease.
- Art Software: Programs like Adobe Photoshop, Clip Studio Paint, or Procreate are excellent for digital

drawing.

Basic Drawing Techniques

Now that you have your tools ready, it’s time to start drawing. Here’s a step-by-step approach to creating

your first anime character.

1. Sketching the Basic Shapes

Begin by sketching the basic shapes that make up the character’s head and body.
- Head: Draw a circle for the head and a vertical line down the center to help with symmetry.

- Body: Use simple shapes (ovals and rectangles) to outline the torso and limbs.

- Guidelines: Lightly draw guidelines for facial features to help with placement.

2. Defining the Features

Once you have the basic shapes, start defining the character’s features.

- Eyes: Draw large, expressive eyes; start with the shape and then add the iris, pupils, and eyelashes.
- Nose and Mouth: Add a small nose and a mouth that matches the expression you want to convey.

- Hair: Sketch the hair outlines, focusing on style and flow.

3. Refining the Drawing

With the basic features in place, refine your drawing.

- Details: Add details to the eyes, hair, and clothing.
- Inking: Use inking pens to outline your drawing. This brings clarity and helps finalize the sketch.

4. Color Your Drawing

Select a color palette that suits your character. You can use markers, colored pencils, or digital tools to add



depth and dimension to your artwork.

- Base Colors: Start with flat colors for skin, hair, and clothing.

- Shading: Add shadows and highlights to give your drawing a three-dimensional look.

Practicing Your Skills

Practice is crucial in developing your drawing skills. Here are some effective ways to improve:

1. Study Existing Anime

- Analyze: Look at various anime styles and character designs. Pay attention to how artists depict emotions,
angles, and proportions.

- Copy: Try replicating characters from your favorite shows or manga as practice.

2. Draw from Life

- Observation: Drawing real people, animals, or objects can enhance your understanding of anatomy and
form.

- Portraits: Practice drawing portraits to improve your skills in capturing likeness and expressions.

3. Join Online Communities

Engage with fellow artists through online platforms:
- Social Media: Share your work on platforms like Instagram or Twitter.

- Art Communities: Join forums or websites like DeviantArt or ArtStation to receive feedback and connect

with other artists.

Helpful Resources for Anime Drawing

As a beginner, utilizing various resources can significantly aid your learning process. Here are some

valuable resources:



1. Online Tutorials

- YouTube: Many artists share free tutorials that cover everything from basic shapes to advanced
techniques.

- Websites: Sites like Drawspace and AnimeOutline offer step-by-step guides and tips.

2. Books on Anime Drawing

Consider purchasing instructional books that focus on anime drawing:

- "How to Draw Anime" by Christopher Hart
- "Mastering Manga" by Mark Crilley

3. Art Apps and Software

- Procreate: A powerful app for digital drawing.

- MediBang Paint: Free software that includes many features for digital artists.

Conclusion

Drawing anime can be a fulfilling creative outlet that allows you to express yourself and tell stories
through your art. By understanding the fundamentals of anime art style, practicing regularly, and utilizing
available resources, you can develop your drawing skills and create stunning anime characters. Remember,
every artist was once a beginner, so don’t be discouraged by initial challenges. Keep practicing, stay

inspired, and most importantly, enjoy the process of bringing your anime creations to life!

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What are the basic tools needed to start drawing anime?

To start drawing anime, you'll need basic tools such as sketching pencils, erasers, fine liners, and paper.

Digital artists may also use a graphics tablet and drawing software like Photoshop or Clip Studio Paint.



How can I improve my anime character drawing skills?

Improving your anime character drawing skills takes practice. Start by studying anatomy, proportions, and

facial expressions. Regularly sketch characters from reference images and try to replicate different styles.

What is the best way to learn anime drawing techniques?

The best way to learn anime drawing techniques is through a combination of online tutorials, art books, and
classes. Websites like YouTube and Skillshare offer many free resources, while books can provide in-depth

knowledge.

How do I create unique character designs in anime?

To create unique character designs, start by brainstorming traits and backstories for your characters.

Experiment with different hairstyles, outfits, and color schemes, and don’t hesitate to mix styles or themes.

What are common mistakes beginners make when drawing anime?

Common mistakes include neglecting proportions, not understanding perspective, and relying too much on
references without developing personal style. Practice and feedback from others can help overcome these

issues.

How can I draw anime eyes effectively?

To draw anime eyes effectively, focus on the shape and size, as they are key to expressing emotions. Use
highlights and shading to add depth, and practice different eye styles to find what suits your characters
best.

Should I learn traditional or digital drawing for anime?

Both traditional and digital drawing have their benefits. Traditional drawing helps build foundational skills,

while digital drawing offers more tools for editing and coloring. Choose based on your preference and goals.

How can I find my own anime drawing style?

Finding your own anime drawing style involves experimenting with different techniques and styles from
various artists. Keep practicing, and over time, you’ll develop a unique approach that reflects your artistic

voice.

‘What are some good anime drawing challenges for beginners?

Some good anime drawing challenges include drawing a character every day for a month, redesigning
existing characters, or participating in themed drawing prompts. These challenges can help spark creativity

and improve skills.
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