
How To Draw The Very Hungry Caterpillar

How to draw the very hungry caterpillar is a delightful endeavor that showcases the charm and
vibrancy of Eric Carle's beloved children's book character. This step-by-step guide will help you
capture the essence of this iconic caterpillar, perfect for art lovers of all ages. Whether you’re an
experienced artist looking to refine your skills or a beginner wanting to explore your creativity,
drawing the very hungry caterpillar can be both fun and rewarding.

Materials Needed

Before you begin your artistic journey, gather the necessary materials. Depending on your
preference, you can choose traditional art supplies or digital tools. Here’s a list of what you’ll need:

- Paper: Choose thick drawing paper or sketch paper, which can handle various mediums.
- Pencils: A range of pencils (2B, 4B, 6B) for sketching.
- Eraser: A soft, kneaded eraser to correct any mistakes.
- Markers or Colored Pencils: Brightly colored markers or colored pencils for coloring.
- Watercolors (optional): For a more vibrant, painted look.
- Digital Drawing Tablet (optional): If you prefer to draw digitally, a tablet will work great.

Understanding the Very Hungry Caterpillar

Before diving into the drawing process, it’s essential to understand the character you are about to
create.



Character Overview

The very hungry caterpillar is a whimsical character known for its:

- Colorful Appearance: Bright greens, reds, and blues dominate its body.
- Segmented Body: The caterpillar has a distinct segmented shape, with each segment slightly
different in color.
- Cute Facial Features: Large eyes and a smiling mouth that convey a sense of innocence and joy.
- Transformation: Remember that this caterpillar undergoes a transformation into a butterfly, which
can also be a fun element to incorporate.

Study the Book Illustrations

Before you start drawing, take a moment to flip through Eric Carle’s book, “The Very Hungry
Caterpillar.” Notice the unique style of collage and the bright colors. This will inspire your own
rendition of the character. Pay attention to:

- Color Combinations: The way Carle uses contrasting colors to make the caterpillar pop.
- Textural Elements: The cut-out shapes and layering techniques that give the caterpillar a playful
look.

Step-by-Step Drawing Guide

Now that you have your materials and a good understanding of the character, let’s begin the drawing
process. Follow these steps carefully.

Step 1: Sketch the Basic Shape

1. Draw an Oval: Start with a simple oval shape to represent the caterpillar's head. This will be the
front of your caterpillar.
2. Add Segments: Draw a series of connected semi-circles or ovals extending from the head, gradually
increasing in size towards the middle and then tapering off at the end. Aim for about eight segments.

Step 2: Define the Body Segments

- Outline Each Segment: Go over your initial sketch, refining the shape of each segment. Ensure they
are rounded and slightly overlapping.
- Vary the Sizes: Make the segments in the middle slightly larger than those at the ends to create a
more natural look.



Step 3: Draw the Face

1. Add Eyes: On the head segment, draw two large circles for the eyes. Inside each circle, add smaller
circles for pupils, leaving a white spot to give them a shiny effect.
2. Create a Smile: Below the eyes, draw a wide, curved line for the mouth. You can also add a little
tongue sticking out for extra cuteness.

Step 4: Add Antennae

- Draw the Antennae: On top of the head, draw two thin, curved lines extending upwards. At the end
of each line, add a small circle to represent the antennae.

Step 5: Refine Details

1. Add Texture: Use short, curved lines within each segment to give the caterpillar a textured look.
This will emulate the collage-style of Eric Carle’s illustrations.
2. Erase Guidelines: Carefully erase any unnecessary sketch lines, keeping only the outlines of the
caterpillar.

Step 6: Color Your Caterpillar

Now that your drawing is complete, it’s time to bring it to life with color:

- Choose Your Colors: Select vibrant greens for the body, a bright red for the head, and yellow for the
mouth and tongue.
- Coloring Technique: Use markers or colored pencils to fill in each segment. Consider blending
different shades of green to create depth.
- Background: Optionally, you can add a simple background, such as a blue sky or green grass to
place your caterpillar in an environment.

Advanced Techniques

If you're feeling adventurous and want to enhance your drawing further, consider these advanced
techniques:

Layering with Watercolors

- Base Layer: Start with a light wash of color for the body segments.
- Add Depth: Once dry, add darker shades to create shadows and highlights for a three-dimensional
effect.



Textured Collage Effect

- Paper Cutting: Use colored paper to cut out segments of the caterpillar. Glue them down to create a
textured, layered look similar to Eric Carle’s style.

Final Touches and Presentation

Once you’ve completed your drawing, consider these final steps:

Review and Adjust

- Look over your drawing and make any necessary adjustments. Check for consistency in colors and
lines.

Frame Your Artwork

- If you’re proud of your creation, consider framing it. This can be a great way to showcase your work,
whether it's for your home, classroom, or as a gift.

Share Your Artwork

- Don’t forget to share your creation! Post it on social media or in art communities to inspire others.

Conclusion

Drawing the very hungry caterpillar is a fulfilling activity that allows you to express your creativity
while engaging with a beloved childhood character. Whether you follow the step-by-step guide or add
your unique flair, each drawing will reflect your artistic journey. Remember to enjoy the process,
celebrate your creativity, and perhaps even explore other characters from the vibrant world of Eric
Carle. Happy drawing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to start drawing the Very Hungry
Caterpillar?
To start drawing the Very Hungry Caterpillar, you will need paper, a pencil for sketching, erasers for



corrections, and colored markers or crayons for coloring.

What are the basic shapes to use when drawing the Very
Hungry Caterpillar?
Begin with drawing several oval shapes for the body segments, a small circle for the head, and
smaller ovals for the feet. This will help create the caterpillar's overall form.

How can I make the caterpillar look more colorful and
engaging?
Use a variety of bright colors for each body segment, such as green, yellow, and red. You can also add
patterns like spots or stripes to make it more visually interesting.

What technique can I use to get the face of the Very Hungry
Caterpillar right?
For the face, start with a small circle for the head. Then, add two large eyes with pupils, a smiling
mouth, and antennae on top. Make sure to emphasize the eyes to give it a friendly look.

Are there any tips for shading or adding depth to the
caterpillar drawing?
To add depth, use a slightly darker green or blue on one side of each body segment to create
shadows. Blend these colors softly to give a three-dimensional effect, enhancing the overall look of
your caterpillar.
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Discover how to draw the very hungry caterpillar with our step-by-step guide! Unleash your
creativity and bring this beloved character to life. Learn more!
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