
How To Make A Nativity Scene

How to make a nativity scene is a cherished tradition for many families during the
Christmas season. A nativity scene, also known as a creche or manger scene, depicts the
birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem and serves as a reminder of the holiday's true meaning.
Creating your own nativity scene can be a rewarding and creative project, allowing you to
express your artistic flair while sharing the story of Christmas with family and friends. This
article will guide you through the process of making your own nativity scene, from selecting
materials to assembling the figures.

Choosing Your Materials

Creating a nativity scene can be as simple or as elaborate as you wish. The first step is to
gather your materials. Here are some common options:

1. Traditional Materials
- Wood: Carving or constructing figures from wood can give your nativity scene a rustic
charm.
- Clay: Air-dry or bake clay can be shaped into figures and painted to create a personalized



touch.
- Fabric: Felt or other textiles can be used to create the clothing for your figures or the
backdrop of your scene.

2. Alternative Materials
- Paper Mache: This lightweight and versatile medium allows for easy molding and painting.
- Recycled Materials: Look around your home for items like cardboard, plastic bottles, or old
toys that can be repurposed into nativity scene figures.
- Natural Elements: Pine cones, twigs, and stones can be used to enhance the natural look
of your scene.

Designing Your Nativity Scene

Before you begin crafting, it’s important to plan out the design of your nativity scene.
Consider the following elements:

1. Setting the Scene
- Backdrop: Think about what kind of background you want. A simple painted canvas or
cardboard can work, or you might consider a more elaborate structure made from wood or
fabric.
- Groundwork: Use a large piece of cardboard or a wooden board as the base. You can
cover it with fabric, grass, or sand to give the appearance of a stable environment.

2. Selecting the Figures
Your nativity scene typically includes several key figures:
- Mary and Joseph: The central figures of the nativity story.
- Baby Jesus: Often depicted in a manger or crib.
- The Shepherds: Representing the humble visitors.
- The Magi (Wise Men): Bringing gifts to the newborn.
- Animals: Commonly include a donkey, sheep, and cow.
- Angels: Sometimes included to symbolize the heavenly announcement.

3. Scale and Proportion
Decide on the size of your figures relative to the setting. Maintaining consistency in scale
will create a more visually appealing scene. You can make small figures for a compact
display or larger ones for a more dramatic effect.



Crafting Your Nativity Scene

With your materials gathered and your design in mind, it’s time to start crafting. Follow
these steps:

1. Create the Base
- Cut your cardboard or wood to the desired size.
- If using fabric or paper to cover the base, glue it down securely.

2. Build the Backdrop
- Cut and paint your backdrop materials. If you’re using wood, consider a rustic barn look.
- Attach the backdrop to the base using strong adhesive or glue.

3. Make the Figures
- For Wood: Carve or cut out shapes for each figure, then sand and paint them.
- For Clay: Shape the figures by hand or use molds. Allow them to dry completely before
painting.
- For Fabric: Cut out shapes and sew or glue them together, adding details like facial
features with fabric paint or embroidery.

4. Assemble the Scene
- Position the figures according to your design, starting with the central figures (Mary,
Joseph, and Baby Jesus).
- Add the shepherds, Magi, and animals around them, ensuring a balanced look.
- You may want to incorporate additional elements, such as trees, stars, or even a small
stream to enhance the scene.

Adding Final Touches

Once your nativity scene is assembled, it’s time to add details that will bring your creation
to life.

1. Lighting
Consider adding small LED lights to illuminate the scene, creating a warm and inviting
atmosphere. String lights can also be used to outline the scene.



2. Natural Elements
Incorporate natural materials such as:
- Moss: To represent grass and greenery.
- Pine Cones: As decorative elements or to symbolize the earth.
- Sticks or Bark: For creating a rustic look in your stable.

3. Personal Touches
Feel free to add personal touches, such as:
- Photographs: Family pictures can be placed near the nativity to symbolize the connection
between your family and the nativity story.
- Written Story: Include a small card or booklet that tells the story of the nativity, making it
educational for younger viewers.

Displaying Your Nativity Scene

Once completed, find the perfect spot in your home to display your nativity scene. Here are
some tips for display:

1. Visibility
- Choose a location that allows everyone to see the scene easily, such as a tabletop or
mantelpiece.

2. Protection from Damage
- Consider placing your nativity scene in a glass case or on a high shelf to protect it from
pets or small children.

3. Seasonal Decorations
- Surround the nativity scene with other holiday decorations to create a festive atmosphere.

Conclusion

Creating a nativity scene is not only a beautiful way to celebrate the Christmas season but
also an opportunity to engage in a meaningful family project. Whether you opt for
traditional materials or get creative with recycled items, the act of making your own
nativity scene allows you to connect with the story of Christmas in a personal way. This
cherished tradition can be passed down through generations, fostering a sense of
community and shared values during the holiday season. By following the steps outlined in
this article, you will be well on your way to creating a unique and heartfelt nativity scene



that will bring joy to your home each year.

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make a nativity scene?
You will need materials such as wood, cardboard, clay, or fabric for figures, as well as
paints, glue, and possibly lights for decoration.

How can I create a nativity scene using natural
materials?
You can use items like twigs, stones, moss, and pinecones to create a rustic nativity scene.
Arrange the natural elements to form the stable and figures.

What are the essential figures to include in a nativity
scene?
The essential figures include Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, the manger, angels, shepherds, and
the Wise Men.

What is a simple way to make a nativity scene with
kids?
You can use paper plates, colored paper, and markers for a simple craft project. Let kids
draw and cut out figures, then assemble them on a backdrop.

How can I make a nativity scene using recycled
materials?
Use items like plastic bottles, cardboard boxes, and old fabric to create figures and the
stable. Paint and decorate them to add a festive touch.

What are some creative themes for nativity scenes?
Creative themes can include a beach nativity with sand and shells, a winter wonderland
with snow, or a modern urban setting.

How can I incorporate lights into my nativity scene?
You can use LED string lights or small battery-operated lights to illuminate the scene. Place
them around the stable and behind figures for a soft glow.

What size should I make my nativity scene?
The size depends on your display area; it can range from a small tabletop scene to a large
outdoor display. Just ensure the proportions of the figures are consistent.



How can I personalize my nativity scene?
You can personalize it by adding family names, depicting unique cultural elements, or
including pets as part of the scene.
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