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How to make origami snowflakes is a delightful and creative activity that can bring the beauty of
winter indoors, no matter the season. Origami, the traditional Japanese art of paper folding, allows
you to create intricate designs with just a few folds. Making origami snowflakes is an excellent way
to enhance your crafting skills, decorate your home, or create personalized gifts. In this article, we
will guide you through the steps of making origami snowflakes, offer tips for beginners, and explore
some creative uses for your finished products.

Materials Needed

Before you begin folding, gather the following materials:

e Square sheets of paper (origami paper, white paper, or colored paper)
e Scissors (if you need to cut your paper into a square)

e A pencil (optional, for marking fold lines)

¢ A bone folder (optional, for making sharp creases)

e Decorative elements (glitter, stickers, or markers for embellishment)

Basic Folding Techniques

Before we dive into making origami snowflakes, familiarize yourself with some basic folding
techniques that are essential in origami:



Valley Fold

This is the most common fold in origami. To perform a valley fold, take the top edge of the paper and
fold it down towards the bottom edge, aligning the edges. Crease well.

Mountain Fold

The mountain fold is the opposite of the valley fold. To execute this, fold the top edge of the paper
down towards the bottom edge, but this time you will want the crease to form a peak. It should look
like a mountain when viewed from the side.

Reverse Fold

To create a reverse fold, make a valley or mountain fold in one direction, then unfold it slightly and
fold it in the opposite direction along the crease line.

Step-by-Step Guide to Making Origami Snowflakes

Now that you have your materials and understand the basic folds, let’s dive into the step-by-step
process of making your origami snowflakes.

Simple Origami Snowflake

Step 1: Start with a Square Paper

Begin with a square piece of paper. If your paper is rectangular, trim it down to a square. A size of 6
inches by 6 inches is a good starting point for beginners.

Step 2: Fold the Paper Diagonally

Fold the paper in half diagonally, bringing one corner to the opposite corner, and crease well.
Unfold it to reveal a crease down the center.

Step 3: Fold the Corners to the Center

Take the top two corners of the paper and fold them down to the center crease line, creating a
triangle shape at the top.

Step 4: Fold the Bottom Up

Now, fold the bottom edge of the paper up to meet the top edge of the triangle you just created. You
should have a smaller triangle now.

Step 5: Create a Smaller Triangle



With the triangle point facing you, fold the paper in half from bottom to top, keeping the triangle
shape intact.

Step 6: Cut the Edges

This is where creativity comes in. Use scissors to cut various shapes along the edges of the triangle.
You can make curves, zigzags, or even small triangles. Remember not to cut all the way to the
center.

Step 7: Unfold the Paper

Carefully unfold your snowflake. You should see a beautiful, intricate design that resembles a
snowflake. You can use your fingers or a bone folder to enhance the creases.

Step 8: Add Decorations

If desired, you can decorate your snowflake with glitter, markers, or stickers to make it unique.

Advanced Origami Snowflake

If you feel confident with the basic snowflake, try creating a more complex design.
Step 1: Begin with a Square Paper

Start with a square piece of paper, preferably a larger size like 8 inches by 8 inches for more
intricate designs.

Step 2: Make the Initial Folds

1. Fold the square in half diagonally and unfold it.

2. Fold it in half diagonally in the opposite direction and unfold it again. You should now have an “X”
crease.

Step 3: Fold Corners Inward

Take each corner of the square and fold them towards the center point where the creases intersect,
forming a smaller square.

Step 4: Create a Triangle

Fold the top edge of the smaller square down to the bottom edge, forming a triangle. Crease well
and unfold.

Step 5: Fold the Edges to the Center
Fold the left and right edges of the triangle towards the center crease, creating a narrower triangle.

Step 6: Cut Intricate Shapes



Using scissors, create intricate designs along the edges of the triangle. Experiment with different
shapes and patterns.

Step 7: Unfold Carefully

Unfold the paper to reveal a detailed snowflake. Each fold and cut can create a variety of designs, so
feel free to experiment!

Creative Uses for Origami Snowflakes

Once you have made several origami snowflakes, consider the following creative uses for them:
e Winter Decorations: Hang them from the ceiling, tape them to windows, or create a
snowflake garland to adorn your home.

¢ Gift Wrapping: Use them as unique gift toppers or attach them to presents for a personal
touch.

e Table Centerpieces: Arrange them on tabletops for a festive winter-themed dinner or event.

e Cards and Invitations: Incorporate them into handmade cards or holiday invitations for an
artistic flair.

Tips for Successful Origami Snowflakes

To ensure your origami snowflakes turn out beautifully, keep these tips in mind:
1. Use Quality Paper: Thicker paper can be more challenging to fold, while thinner paper may
tear easily. Choose a paper that balances durability and flexibility.

2. Practice Makes Perfect: Don't be discouraged if your first few attempts don’t look perfect.
Practice folding will improve your technique over time.

3. Experiment with Patterns: Try different designs and cuts to see what shapes you can create.
Each snowflake can be unique!

4. Be Patient: Take your time with each fold to ensure accuracy. Rushing can lead to mistakes.



Conclusion

Making origami snowflakes is a fun and fulfilling craft that combines creativity with the calming
practice of folding paper. Whether you are a beginner or an experienced folder, the process allows
for endless possibilities and unique designs. With just a few simple steps, you can create beautiful
snowflakes to decorate your space, enhance your gifts, or simply enjoy the art of origami. So grab
your paper, unleash your imagination, and start folding your way to a winter wonderland!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make origami snowflakes?

You will need square sheets of paper, scissors, and optionally a pencil for marking folds.

What size paper is best for making origami snowflakes?

Starting with 6-inch or 8-inch square paper works well for intricate designs, but you can use any
square size.

Are there specific folding techniques I should know for
making snowflakes?

Basic techniques include valley folds, mountain folds, and reverse folds. Familiarizing yourself with
these will help in creating detailed designs.

Can I use patterned or colored paper for origami snowflakes?

Yes, using patterned or colored paper can enhance the visual appeal of your snowflakes.

How can I ensure my origami snowflakes are symmetrical?

Make precise and equal folds, and use a sharp pair of scissors to cut patterns, as this will help
maintain symmetry.

Are there online resources or tutorials for making origami
snowflakes?

Yes, there are numerous video tutorials and step-by-step guides available on platforms like YouTube
and origami websites.

What can I do with my origami snowflakes once I've made
them?

You can use them as decorations for holidays, gifts, or even create a mobile by hanging them from a
string.
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