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Creating a Greek temple is a fascinating project that combines elements of history, architecture, and

artistry. These ancient structures, characterized by their grandeur and symmetry, were dedicated to

various gods and served as a focal point of worship in ancient Greek society. Whether you're an

architect, a DIY enthusiast, or a history buff, understanding how to make a Greek temple can be both

an educational and rewarding experience. This article will guide you through the essential components,

design principles, and construction techniques needed to create your very own Greek temple, whether

for a model, a garden feature, or an educational project.

Understanding Greek Temple Architecture

Before diving into the construction process, it’s essential to understand the fundamental characteristics

of Greek temple architecture. Greek temples were not just places of worship; they were artistic

statements that reflected the values and beliefs of the society.



Key Features of Greek Temples

1. Columns: Greek temples are known for their iconic columns, which come in three main styles:

- Doric: The simplest and most robust style, characterized by fluted shafts and a plain capital.

- Ionic: Taller and more slender than Doric columns, with scroll-like volutes on the capital.

- Corinthian: The most ornate style, featuring a slender fluted column adorned with an elaborate capital

decorated with acanthus leaves.

2. Entablature: This is the horizontal structure supported by the columns, which typically consists of

three main parts:

- Architrave: The lower section that rests directly on the columns.

- Frieze: The middle section, often decorated with relief sculptures.

- Cornice: The uppermost part that projects outwards to shield the building from rain.

3. Pediment: The triangular space at each end of the temple, often filled with sculptures that depict

mythological scenes.

4. Cella: The inner chamber of the temple, where the statue of the deity was housed.

5. Stylobate: The upper step of the temple platform that supports the columns.

Planning Your Greek Temple

Once you have a grasp of the architectural features, it's time to start planning your Greek temple.

Proper planning is crucial for ensuring that the final product meets your vision and is structurally

sound.



Selecting a Location

1. Site Evaluation: Choose a location that is level and stable. If you are building a model, a sturdy

table or workspace will suffice. For larger structures, consider the surrounding environment and

accessibility.

2. Orientation: Traditionally, Greek temples were oriented towards the east, allowing morning sunlight

to illuminate the entrance.

Design Considerations

1. Scale and Size: Decide on the scale of your temple. For a model, a size of 1:100 can be effective,

while a full-sized structure will require more extensive planning.

2. Blueprint Creation: Sketch a blueprint of your temple, including the layout of the columns, cella, and

pediment. Ensure that your design adheres to the principles of symmetry and proportion which are

critical in Greek architecture.

3. Material Selection: Choose materials based on the scale of your project:

- For models: Cardboard, wood, or foam board.

- For larger structures: Stone, concrete, or brick.

Building Your Greek Temple

With your plans in place, it's time to start the construction process. The steps will vary based on the

scale of your project but will generally follow a similar sequence.



For a Scale Model

1. Gather Materials: Collect your chosen materials, tools (scissors, glue, ruler, etc.), and any

decorative elements you plan to use.

2. Construct the Base: Create a sturdy base using cardboard or wood. This will serve as the

foundation of your temple.

3. Build the Columns:

- Cut cylindrical shapes from your material to represent the columns.

- Flute the columns by carving or cutting long grooves down the sides if desired.

- Attach the columns to the base at equal intervals.

4. Create the Entablature:

- Cut rectangular pieces for the architrave, frieze, and cornice.

- Assemble these pieces on top of the columns, ensuring they fit snugly.

5. Add the Pediment:

- Cut a triangular piece to create the pediment.

- Decorate it with sculptures or paintings representing ancient Greek mythology.

6. Build the Cella:

- Construct a small rectangular enclosure in the center of the temple, which will represent the cella.

7. Finishing Touches: Paint and decorate the temple to replicate the appearance of marble or stone.

Use gold or silver paint for embellishments to reflect the opulence of Greek temples.

For a Full-Sized Structure



1. Site Preparation: Clear the area of debris and level the ground. This may involve excavation for a

stable foundation.

2. Foundation Work:

- Lay a strong concrete foundation to support the weight of the structure.

- Ensure that the base is square and level.

3. Constructing Columns:

- For stone pillars, cut and shape the blocks according to your design.

- Assemble the columns, ensuring they are plumb and secure.

- If using wood, construct strong posts that can be treated to resemble stone.

4. Entablature Assembly:

- Build the architrave, frieze, and cornice using your chosen material.

- Ensure proper alignment and secure the structure in place.

5. Pediment Creation:

- Construct a triangular structure that can hold decorative sculptures.

- Ensure it is well-supported by the columns and entablature below.

6. Cella Construction:

- Build the inner chamber, ensuring it has adequate space for the deity's statue.

- Add walls and a roof that fit harmoniously with the overall design.

7. Final Details:

- Add decorative elements and sculptures, following traditional Greek designs.

- Paint or finish the structure to resemble ancient Greek marble.



Maintenance and Preservation

Once your Greek temple is complete, maintenance is essential to preserve its beauty and structural

integrity.

Ongoing Care

1. Regular Inspections: Check for any signs of wear, erosion, or damage, especially if the temple is

exposed to the elements.

2. Cleaning: Keep the temple clean from debris, moss, and other growth that can detract from its

appearance.

3. Restoration: Be prepared to restore or repair sections of your temple as needed, using materials

that match the original structure.

Conclusion

Building a Greek temple is a rewarding endeavor that connects you to the rich history and culture of

ancient Greece. By understanding the architectural principles, carefully planning your design, and

executing the construction with attention to detail, you can create a magnificent structure that pays

homage to the beauty and artistry of Greek temples. Whether for educational purposes, a model, or a

full-sized project, the process of creating a Greek temple can be both a journey through history and a

testament to your creative abilities.



Frequently Asked Questions

What materials are typically used to construct a Greek temple?

Greek temples were primarily constructed using marble and limestone, which were abundant in ancient

Greece.

What is the fundamental architectural style of Greek temples?

Greek temples are characterized by three main architectural styles: Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian, each

with distinct columns and entablature.

How do I start planning a Greek temple design?

Begin with a clear layout and proportion, typically including a rectangular shape, a colonnade, and a

central cella (inner chamber) for the deity.

What are the key features of a Doric temple?

Doric temples feature sturdy, fluted columns without a base, a simple capital, and a frieze that

alternates between triglyphs and metopes.

How do I choose the right location for a Greek temple?

Select a prominent location that is elevated or has a clear view, often near natural features like hills or

rivers, symbolizing the connection to the divine.

What is the significance of the orientation of a Greek temple?

Greek temples were typically oriented towards the east, allowing the first rays of sunlight to illuminate

the statue of the deity inside.

What decorative elements are commonly found in Greek temples?

Common decorative elements include sculptural reliefs, friezes depicting mythological scenes, and



intricate pediments with statues.

How do I incorporate columns into my Greek temple design?

Columns should be proportionate to the size of the temple, with careful attention to the height and

diameter, and should follow the specific style chosen.

What are some modern interpretations of Greek temple architecture?

Modern interpretations may include minimalist designs with clean lines, the use of contemporary

materials like steel and glass while still referencing classical proportions.

How can I ensure my Greek temple reflects the cultural significance of

ancient Greece?

Incorporate elements such as symbolism in the decorations, alignments with celestial events, and the

inclusion of a statue or altar dedicated to a specific deity.
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