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How to draw in manga style is an exciting journey that combines traditional artistic techniques with
modern influences. Manga, a popular Japanese art form, is characterized by its unique style, dynamic
characters, and expressive storytelling. Whether you're a beginner looking to explore this captivating
art form or an experienced artist seeking to refine your skills, this comprehensive guide will provide
you with everything you need to know to start drawing in manga style.

Understanding Manga Style

Before you begin drawing, it's essential to understand what defines manga style. Manga encompasses
a range of genres and themes, but certain stylistic elements are consistently present.

Key Characteristics of Manga

1. Exaggerated Features: Manga often features characters with large eyes, small noses, and
exaggerated facial expressions, which convey emotions vividly.

2. Dynamic Poses: Characters are frequently depicted in action poses, emphasizing movement and
energy.

3. Simplified Details: While backgrounds can be intricate, characters themselves are usually
simplified, focusing on key features.

4. Unique Panel Layouts: Manga employs varied panel sizes and arrangements to create rhythm and
flow in storytelling.

5. Stylized Hair: Hair in manga is often depicted in exaggerated styles and colors, contributing to
character identity.



Materials You Will Need

To get started with drawing manga, you will need some basic materials. Here’s a list to help you
gather the essentials:

- Sketchbook or Drawing Paper: Choose smooth, high-quality paper that can handle pencil and ink.
- Pencils: Get a range of pencils (2H, HB, 2B, etc.) for sketching and detailing.

- Erasers: Use both a kneaded eraser and a regular eraser for corrections.

- Inking Pens: Fine liners, brush pens, or inking pens will help you create clean lines.

- Markers: For adding color, you can use alcohol-based markers or colored pencils.

- Ruler: To create precise lines and panel borders.

- Reference Books: Consider having instructional books on manga anatomy and styles for guidance.

Basic Techniques for Drawing Manga

To draw in manga style effectively, you need to master several fundamental techniques.

1. Sketching the Basic Shapes

Start by breaking down complex figures into simple shapes. This method helps you maintain correct
proportions and poses.

- Head: Use an oval shape for the head.
- Body: Create a simple framework using circles and lines for the torso, arms, and legs.
- Facial Features: Mark the positions for eyes, nose, and mouth based on the head's proportions.

2. Developing the Face

Drawing the face is crucial in manga as it conveys emotion and personality. Follow these steps:

- Eyes: Large, expressive eyes are a hallmark of manga. Draw a horizontal line across the middle of
the head for positioning. Then, sketch the basic eye shape, adding details such as eyelashes,
highlights, and pupils.

- Nose: Manga noses are often minimalistic. A simple line or small dot can suffice, depending on the
character's style.

- Mouth: The mouth can be stylized; depending on the expression, it can vary from a simple line to a
more detailed smile or frown.

- Hair: Sketch the hair shape lightly, then add individual strands and details. Remember to exaggerate
the style for dramatic effect.

3. Body Proportions and Poses



Understanding body proportions is essential for creating believable characters. Manga characters
often have elongated limbs and stylized proportions.

- Proportions: A typical manga character is about 7 to 8 heads tall. Use this measurement to guide the
size of the limbs and torso.

- Dynamic Poses: Study real-life references or consider using action figures to understand movement.
Practice drawing your character in various poses to develop fluidity.

4. Clothing and Accessories

Clothing can express a character's personality and background. Here are some tips for drawing
garments:

- Folds and Drapery: Observe how fabric behaves when worn. Use curved lines to indicate folds and
creases.
- Layering: Combine different clothing items to add depth. Consider how layers interact, especially

with loose or flowing fabrics.
- Accessories: Add items like hats, bags, or jewelry to give your character more personality.

Inking Your Drawings

Once you are satisfied with your sketches, the next step is inking. This process brings your drawing to
life and adds a professional touch.

1. Choosing Inking Tools

Select your inking tools based on the style you want to achieve. Fine liners are great for precise lines,
while brush pens can create varying line thicknesses for dramatic effects.

2. Inking Techniques

- Line Weight: Vary the thickness of your lines to emphasize certain features. Thicker lines can be
used for outer contours, while thinner lines can detail inner features.
- Clean Up: Once inking is complete, carefully erase the pencil lines to create a clean final piece.

Adding Color and Shading

Coloring your manga can enhance the overall impact of your artwork. Here are some techniques to
consider:



1. Choosing a Color Palette

Select a color scheme that fits the mood of your story or character. Consider using:

- Complementary Colors: These can create visual interest and contrast.
- Analogous Colors: These provide a harmonious look when placed next to each other.

2. Coloring Techniques

- Flat Colors: Start by laying down flat colors without shading for a clean look.

- Shading: Use darker shades of your base colors to create depth. Consider the light source to
determine where shadows fall.

- Highlights: Add lighter tones or white accents to give your character dimension.

Learning from the Masters

One of the best ways to improve your manga drawing skills is to study the work of established manga
artists. Analyze their styles, techniques, and storytelling methods. Here are a few renowned manga
artists to explore:

- Osamu Tezuka: Known as the "God of Manga," his work laid the foundation for modern manga.
- Akira Toriyama: Creator of "Dragon Ball," Toriyama's dynamic character designs are iconic.

- Naoko Takeuchi: The artist behind "Sailor Moon," known for her unique character designs and
intricate fashion.

Practice and Persistence

Like any skill, drawing in manga style requires practice and dedication. Here are some tips to keep
you motivated:

- Daily Sketching: Set aside time each day to sketch. Focus on different aspects, like anatomy or
expressions.

- Join Communities: Engage with online forums or local art groups to share your work and receive
feedback.

- Set Goals: Establish specific goals for your art, such as completing a character design or a short
comic.

Conclusion

Learning how to draw in manga style is an enriching experience that opens up a world of creativity
and expression. By understanding the fundamental techniques, practicing regularly, and studying the
works of master artists, you can develop your unique style and storytelling abilities. Remember, the



key to mastery lies in persistence and a willingness to learn. So grab your sketchbook, let your
imagination flow, and embark on your manga journey!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic features of manga style characters?

Manga characters often have large expressive eyes, unigue hairstyles, and exaggerated facial
expressions. The proportions can vary, but typically the head is larger in relation to the body
compared to realistic styles.

How can | create dynamic poses in manga art?

To create dynamic poses, study human anatomy and movement. Use reference images and practice
sketching gestures. Incorporate action lines to convey motion and emotion, and experiment with
different angles and perspectives.

What tools are best for drawing manga?

Common tools for drawing manga include mechanical pencils, fineliners, and markers for inking.
Digital artists often use tablets and software like Clip Studio Paint or Adobe Photoshop. For traditional
art, high-quality paper and ink are recommended.

How do | develop my own manga style?

To develop your own manga style, study various manga artists and genres for inspiration. Experiment
with different techniques and elements, and practice consistently. Your unique style will evolve as you
refine your skills and preferences.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when drawing
manga?

Common mistakes include neglecting anatomy, inconsistent character proportions, and overly
complicated backgrounds. It's also important to avoid copying other artists too closely; instead, focus
on developing your own voice.
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