
How To Make A Cushion Cover

How to make a cushion cover is a rewarding DIY project that combines
creativity, functionality, and comfort. Making your own cushion covers allows
you to personalize your living space, add a splash of color, and tailor
designs to your specific tastes. This article will guide you through the
entire process, from selecting materials to the final touches that will
ensure your cushion covers look professional and inviting.

Materials Needed

Before you dive into the sewing process, gather all the necessary materials.
Here’s what you will need:

Fabric: Choose a fabric that suits your style and is appropriate for a
cushion cover. Cotton, linen, canvas, and upholstery fabric are popular
choices due to their durability and ease of maintenance.

Cushion insert: Select the size of the cushion insert based on the
dimensions of the cover you plan to make.



Sewing machine: While you can hand-sew, a sewing machine will make the
process quicker and easier.

Thread: Match the thread color to your fabric for a seamless look.

Scissors: Fabric scissors are preferred for cutting clean edges.

Measuring tape: For precise measurements.

Pins or clips: To hold the fabric pieces together while sewing.

Iron: To press the fabric before and after sewing, ensuring crisp seams.

Optional: Zipper or buttons: If you want a removable cover, consider
adding a zipper or buttons for closure.

Choosing the Right Size

The first step in making a cushion cover is to determine the correct size.
Follow these steps to ensure your cover fits perfectly:

Measure the dimensions of the cushion insert. Typically, cushion inserts1.
are measured in inches or centimeters.

Add seam allowances. A common seam allowance is 1 inch (2.5 cm) on each2.
side, so add 2 inches (5 cm) to both the width and height of the cushion
insert.

If you plan to add a zipper or buttons, consider incorporating extra3.
fabric for those closures.

For example, if your cushion insert measures 18 inches (45 cm) square, you
would cut your fabric to 20 inches (50 cm) square if using a simple envelope
closure.

Cutting the Fabric

Once you have determined the size, it’s time to cut your fabric. Here’s how
to do it properly:

Lay the fabric flat on a clean, smooth surface.1.



Using the measuring tape, mark the dimensions you calculated earlier2.
with a fabric chalk or a fabric marker.

Use sharp fabric scissors to cut the fabric along the marked lines.3.
Ensure you make clean cuts to avoid fraying.

Sewing the Cushion Cover

Now that you have your fabric cut, it’s time to sew the cushion cover. Below
are the steps to follow:

Envelope Closure Method

The envelope closure is one of the simplest ways to create a cushion cover
that can easily be removed for cleaning.

Place the fabric pieces right sides together (the side that will be on1.
the outside once finished). Align the edges.

Pin or clip the edges together to hold them in place.2.

Sew around the edges, leaving a 1-inch (2.5 cm) seam allowance. Leave3.
one side open for the envelope flap.

To create the envelope flap, fold the open edge back on itself, pinning4.
it in place, and sew along the edge to secure it.

Trim the corners to reduce bulk, then turn the cushion cover right side5.
out. Use a pencil or a chopstick to push out the corners for a crisp
finish.

Iron the cushion cover to remove any wrinkles and to set the seams.6.

Zipper Method

If you prefer a zipper closure for a more polished look, follow these steps:

Lay the fabric pieces right sides together, just as before.1.



Use a zipper foot attachment on your sewing machine. Position the zipper2.
along the edge of one side of the fabric, aligning it with the edge.

Pin the zipper in place and sew along the edge, making sure to catch the3.
zipper tape in the seam.

After attaching one side of the zipper, open it slightly and sew the4.
other side to the opposite fabric piece in the same manner.

Once both sides are sewn, sew around the remaining edges of the cushion5.
cover, ensuring the zipper is not caught in the seams.

Turn the cover right side out and iron for a neat finish.6.

Adding Decorative Touches

While the cushion cover is functional, adding decorative elements can enhance
its aesthetic appeal. Here are some ideas:

Embroidery: Add personal touches with embroidery designs or monograms.

Fabric paint: Use fabric paint to create unique patterns or designs.

Buttons: Sew on decorative buttons for added flair, even if you’re using
a zipper.

Patches: Attach patches for a trendy, eclectic look.

Final Steps

After completing your cushion cover, it’s essential to do a final check:

Inspect all seams for any loose threads or imperfections.1.

Ensure that the zipper operates smoothly, if applicable.2.

Fill the cover with the cushion insert and fluff it to ensure it fits3.
well.

Finally, display your new cushion cover in your living space!4.



Care Instructions

To keep your cushion covers looking fresh and vibrant, follow these care
instructions:

Check the fabric label for specific washing instructions.

Most cotton and linen covers can be machine washed on a gentle cycle.

Air dry or tumble dry on low heat to prevent shrinkage.

Iron if necessary to remove wrinkles and maintain a crisp appearance.

Conclusion

Making your own cushion cover is a fulfilling project that can transform your
home decor without breaking the bank. With a few materials, some basic sewing
skills, and a little creativity, you can create stylish and functional
cushions that reflect your personality. Whether you choose an envelope
closure or a zipper method, the satisfaction of seeing your finished product
will be well worth the effort. So gather your materials, unleash your
creativity, and enjoy the process of making your own cushion covers!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make a cushion cover?
You will need fabric (like cotton or linen), a zipper or buttons, thread,
scissors, measuring tape, and a sewing machine or needle for hand sewing.

How do I measure my cushion for a cover?
Measure the length and width of the cushion. If it has a depth, measure that
as well to ensure a snug fit. Add an extra inch for seam allowance.

What type of fabric is best for cushion covers?
Cotton, linen, or canvas are great choices for cushion covers as they are
durable and easy to clean. For a more luxurious look, consider velvet or
upholstery fabric.



How do I sew a zipper into a cushion cover?
To sew a zipper, first attach the zipper to one side of the fabric using a
zipper foot on your sewing machine. Then, sew the other side of the fabric to
the zipper, ensuring the fabric edges align.

Can I make a no-sew cushion cover?
Yes! You can create a no-sew cushion cover by using fabric glue or iron-on
adhesive tape to secure the fabric around the cushion, folding the edges
neatly.

What is the easiest way to close a cushion cover?
The easiest way to close a cushion cover is by using a zipper. Alternatively,
you can use buttons or Velcro for a simpler closure.

How do I care for my DIY cushion cover?
Care depends on the fabric used. Most cotton covers can be machine washed in
cold water. Always check the fabric care label for specific instructions.

Can I add embellishments to my cushion cover?
Absolutely! You can add embellishments like buttons, embroidery, or fabric
paint to personalize your cushion cover and make it unique.
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