How To Learn Hawaiian Language
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Greetings
Greetings! / Hello! Aloha! {eth-lok-Tal)
Halloo! Hii! {(hio-1ee)
Come in! E komo mai! (el) (kol-moh) (my-ee)
good morning aloha kakahiaka  (al-loh-hak) (kak-kah-hee-ah-kak)
good afternoon (midday) aloha awakea (ah-lof-hal)(ak-val-kel-ak)
good afternoon aloha ‘auinali (ali-lof-haly) (oww=-wee-nak-ldk)
good evening / night aloha ahiahi (ah-lok-hol) (ali-hee-yalh-lee)
please ke ‘olu‘olu (kel)(oh-loo‘oh-loo)
thank you mahalo (mak-halk-loh)
vou're welcome / ‘a‘ole pilikia (alitoli-lef)( pee-lec-kee-yak)
no problem
excuse me / I'm sorry e kala mai ia‘u (el (kak-lah ) miy-ce) (ireih'oo)
yes ‘ae (ewe)
no ‘a‘ole (alitol-lel)
How are you? Pehea ‘oe? (peh-hel-ah)(oy)
Fine, thank you. Maika‘i, mahalo.  (wy-ee-kalk'ee)(maki-Tuk-lok)

What is your name? ‘0 wai kou inoa?  (oft)(vy-ee)(koh)(ee-nol-al)

How to learn Hawaiian language is an enriching journey that not only opens
the door to a beautiful and melodic language but also connects you to the
rich cultural heritage of Hawaii. The Hawaiian language, or 'Olelo Hawai'i,
is a Polynesian language that has deep historical significance, and learning
it can allow you to appreciate Hawaiian culture, traditions, and the unique
worldview of its people. Whether you are planning a trip to Hawaii, looking
to connect with your roots, or simply curious about the language, this
comprehensive guide will provide you with useful strategies and resources to
embark on your Hawaiian language learning journey.

Understanding the Basics of Hawaiian Language

Before diving into the methods of learning Hawaiian, it's important to
familiarize yourself with some foundational aspects of the language.

The Alphabet

The Hawaiian language consists of only 13 letters:

- 5 vowels: A, E, I, O, U
- 8 consonants: H, K, L, M, N, P, W, and the “okina (‘), which is a glottal



stop that indicates a break in sound.

Understanding the pronunciation of these letters is crucial, as Hawaiian is a
phonetic language, meaning that the way words are spelled closely aligns with
how they are pronounced.

Pronunciation

Hawaiian pronunciation is relatively straightforward. Here are some key
points to consider:

ach vowel has a distinct sound:
as in "father"

as in "bed"

as in "machine"

as in "told"

as in "flute"
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- Consonants are pronounced similarly to English, with some exceptions (for
example, W can be pronounced like a V in certain contexts).

- The "okina (‘) is critical, as it can change the meaning of words. For
example, "kai" (sea) and "kai" (to eat) are different due to the absence or
presence of the "okina.

Setting Goals for Learning Hawaiian

Establishing clear, achievable goals is essential for effective language
learning. Here are some suggestions:

1. Short-term Goals:
Learn basic greetings and phrases (e.g., "Aloha" for hello and goodbye).
Familiarize yourself with the Hawaiian alphabet and pronunciation.

2. Medium-term Goals:

Be able to hold a simple conversation about everyday topics.

Learn common vocabulary related to your interests (e.g., nature, food,
culture).

3. Long-term Goals:
- Achieve conversational fluency in Hawaiian.
- Read and understand Hawaiian literature or historical texts.



Resources for Learning Hawalian

There is a wealth of resources available for those interested in learning
Hawaiian. Here are some categories to explore:

Online Courses and Websites

Several websites offer structured Hawaiian language courses. Some popular
options include:

- Duolingo: Offers a fun and interactive way to learn basic Hawaiian through
gamified lessons.

- Mango Languages: Provides a comprehensive Hawaiian language course with
real-life conversations.

- University of Hawaii at Manoa: Offers online Hawaiian language courses
through its Continuing Education department.

Books and Textbooks

Investing in good language learning books can significantly aid your
progress. Some recommended texts include:

- "Hawaiian Language Dictionary" by Mary Kawena Pukui and Samuel H. Elbert:
An essential reference for vocabulary.

- "Learn Hawaiian at Home" by A. K. D. N. H. T.: A self-study guide with
exercises and cultural notes.

Mobile Apps

Leverage technology to practice your language skills on the go. Some useful
apps are:

- Hawaiian Dictionary: A mobile dictionary that helps with vocabulary
building.

- Memrise: Provides flashcards and spaced repetition techniques to reinforce
vocabulary.

Audio and Video Resources

Listening and watching native speakers is crucial for developing good
pronunciation and comprehension skills. Consider these mediums:



- YouTube Channels: Look for channels dedicated to teaching Hawaiian, such as
"Learn Hawaiian with Daryl" or "Hawaiian Language Resources."

- Podcasts: Search for Hawaiian language podcasts that focus on conversation
and cultural topics, such as "Halau ‘Olelo" and "Ka Leo Hawai‘i."

Practice Makes Perfect

Consistent practice is vital when learning any language. Here are some
effective strategies:

Speaking Practice

- Language Exchange: Find a language partner who speaks Hawaiian. Websites
like Tandem or ConversationExchange can help you connect with native
speakers.

- Join a Language Group: Many communities have Hawaiian language clubs or
classes where you can practice speaking in a supportive environment.

Listening Practice

- Hawaiian Music: Listen to traditional Hawaiian music or contemporary
artists singing in Hawaiian. This will familiarize you with the rhythm and
flow of the language.

- Movies and TV Shows: Watch Hawaiian films or shows with subtitles to
improve your listening comprehension.

Reading and Writing Practice

- Children’s Books: Start with simple Hawaiian children’s books to build your
reading skills.

- Journaling: Keep a diary in Hawaiian, even if it’s just a few sentences
each day. This helps reinforce vocabulary and grammar.

Immersion Experiences

Nothing beats immersion when it comes to language learning. If possible,
consider these options:



Visit Hawaii

Traveling to Hawaii will provide you with the opportunity to practice your
skills in real-life situations. Engage with locals, visit cultural sites, and
participate in community events to enhance your learning experience.

Cultural Events and Classes

Participate in local Hawaiian cultural events or classes, such as hula or
lei-making workshops. These experiences provide context to the language and
deepen your understanding of Hawaiian culture.

Overcoming Challenges in Learning Hawaiian

Like any language, learning Hawaiian can come with its challenges. Here are
some common obstacles and how to overcome them:

Pronunciation Difficulties

If you struggle with pronunciation, practice regularly in front of a mirror
or record yourself to compare. Use resources like YouTube to listen to native
speakers and mimic their pronunciation.

Grammar Complexity

Hawaiian grammar can differ significantly from English, so take your time to
understand sentence structure and verb forms. Use grammar guides and practice
exercises to reinforce your knowledge.

Staying Motivated

Language learning can be a long journey. Set rewards for yourself when you
reach milestones, and remember to celebrate your progress, no matter how
small.

Conclusion

Learning the Hawaiian language is a rewarding endeavor that fosters a deeper



connection with the culture and people of Hawaii. By setting clear goals,
utilizing diverse resources, and practicing consistently, you can develop
your skills and gain confidence in your language abilities. Whether you are
planning a trip to the islands or simply wish to connect with the rich
heritage of Hawaii, embracing the beauty of 'Olelo Hawai'i will undoubtedly
enrich your life. So, take the plunge, and enjoy the journey of learning
Hawaiian!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic resources to start learning
Hawaiian?

Begin with online courses, mobile apps like Duolingo or Drops, and textbooks
such as 'Hawaiian Language: A Complete Course'.

Are there any online communities for Hawaiian
language learners?

Yes, platforms like Reddit, Facebook groups, and language exchange sites
often have communities dedicated to Hawaiian language learning.

How important is pronunciation in learning Hawaiian?

Pronunciation is crucial in Hawaiian, as it can change the meaning of words.
Focus on listening to native speakers and practicing regularly.

What are some effective ways to practice Hawaiian
daily?

Incorporate Hawaiian into your daily life by labeling household items,
practicing speaking with a language partner, and consuming Hawaiian media
like music and films.

Are there any immersion programs for learning
Hawaiian?

Yes, there are immersion programs and language camps offered by institutions
like the University of Hawaii and local community organizations.

How can I find a Hawaiian language tutor?

Look for tutors on platforms like iTalki, Preply, or local Hawaiian cultural
centers that may offer language classes.



What are some common phrases to start with in
Hawaiian?

Start with phrases like 'Aloha' (hello), 'Mahalo' (thank you), and 'O wai kau
inoa?' (What is your name?).

How do I keep myself motivated while learning
Hawaiian?

Set small achievable goals, celebrate milestones, and connect with the
Hawaiian culture through its history, music, and traditions.

What mistakes should I avoid when learning Hawaiian?

Avoid neglecting the importance of vowels, mispronouncing words, and skipping
the basics before advancing to complex sentences.
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Discover how to learn Hawaiian language with our comprehensive guide. Unlock the beauty of
Hawaiian culture and start your language journey today! Learn more.
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