How To Get Into Defense Language Institute
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How to get into Defense Language Institute (DLI) is a question many aspiring linguists and military
personnel have. The DLI is renowned for its intensive language training programs, particularly for
military personnel and government employees who require proficiency in foreign languages for their
operations. This article will guide you through the steps and considerations necessary to gain admission to

this esteemed institution.

Understanding the Defense Language Institute

The Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center (DLIFLC), located in Monterey, California, is a
premier institution that provides foreign language education to military and civilian personnel. Established
in 1941, DLI specializes in teaching a wide array of languages, including Arabic, Chinese, Russian, and
Spanish, among others. The curriculum is rigorous and designed to build conversational fluency in a short

period, making it a vital asset for defense operations.

Prerequisites for Admission

Before you consider applying to the DLI, it is essential to understand the prerequisites for admission.

1. Military Status



Most of the students at DLI are active-duty military personnel. The following points outline how your

military status impacts your admission:

- Active Duty: Currently serving members of the military are highly encouraged to apply. Each branch of
service has its own procedures for sending personnel to DLI.

- Reserve and National Guard: Reservists and National Guard members may also be eligible, but they
typically need to gain approval from their unit.

- Civilian Government Employees: Civilian employees working for the Department of Defense or other
government agencies may be eligible to attend language training at DLI, but they must follow specific

application procedures.

2. Language Proficiency Tests

To be considered for admission, candidates must undergo language proficiency assessments. The Defense
Language Aptitude Battery (DLAB) is commonly used to evaluate a candidate's potential for learning a

foreign language. Here are some important details about the DLAB:

- Format: The DLAB consists of various sections that measure verbal and language skills.
- Scoring: A higher score increases your chances of acceptance into DLI programs, particularly for desired

languages.

3. Security Clearance

Most students attending DLI will require a security clearance due to the sensitive nature of military

operations. Here’s what you need to know:

- Application Process: The application for security clearance typically involves background checks,
interviews, and the completion of required forms.
- Types of Clearance: Depending on the language and your military role, you may need a Secret or Top

Secret clearance.

Application Process

Once you meet the prerequisites, the next step is to navigate the application process. The following steps

outline how to apply effectively:



1. Consult Your Chain of Command

Before applying, consult with your commanding officer or supervisor. They can provide valuable insights

regarding eligibility and the application process specific to your branch of service.

2. Complete the Application

Depending on your military branch, the application process may vary slightly. However, the following

general steps apply:

- Obtain Application Forms: Request the necessary forms from the education office or your unit’s personnel
office.

- Fill Out Required Information: Provide accurate personal and military information, including your DLAB
scores and security clearance status.

- Submit Application: Ensure all components are completed and submit them to the appropriate authority

within your military branch.

3. Attend the DLAB and Other Tests

After submitting your application, you may be scheduled to take the DLAB. Prepare for the test by:
- Studying Sample Questions: Familiarize yourself with the test format by reviewing sample questions

available online.

- Taking Practice Tests: Consider taking practice tests to improve your performance.

Preparing for DLI

If you are accepted into the DLI, preparation is key to success in your language training. Here are practical

steps to help you prepare:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Language

Before starting your program, take the initiative to familiarize yourself with the language you will be

studying. Here are some tips:

- Self-Study: Use language learning apps, books, or online resources to begin learning vocabulary and



grammar.
- Engage with Native Speakers: If possible, practice speaking with native speakers or join language

exchange communities.

2. Understand the Curriculum

DLI’s curriculum is demanding, often requiring students to commit to several hours of study each day.

Familiarize yourself with the structure of the program:

- Classroom Instruction: Expect a combination of lectures, group activities, and interactive lessons.

- Homework and Practice: Regular homework and practice sessions are integral to mastering the language.

3. Develop Effective Study Habits

Success at DLI requires discipline and effective study habits. Here are some strategies:

- Create a Study Schedule: Allocate specific times for study and practice each day to maintain consistency.

- Utilize Resources: Take advantage of resources provided by DLI, including tutoring and language labs.

Life at the Defense Language Institute

Understanding what life is like at DLI can help you mentally prepare for your time there.

1. The Environment

Monterey, California, offers a picturesque setting for study. The campus features modern facilities, and

students can enjoy various recreational activities during their downtime.

2. Networking Opportunities

While at DLI, you will have the chance to meet fellow linguists and military personnel from various

backgrounds. Building a network can be beneficial for future military assignments or career opportunities.



3. Cultural Immersion

DLI emphasizes cultural awareness alongside language training. Engaging with native speakers and

participating in cultural activities can enhance your understanding of the language and its context.

Conclusion

Getting into the Defense Language Institute is a multifaceted process that requires careful planning,
preparation, and commitment. By understanding the prerequisites, navigating the application process, and
preparing for the demands of the program, you can significantly increase your chances of success. Whether
you are a military member or a civilian government employee, the skills you develop at DLI will be
invaluable for your career and your ability to engage in a globalized environment. Embrace the challenge,
and you will emerge with proficiency in a foreign language and a deeper understanding of the culture

associated with it.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Defense Language Institute and what programs do they
offer?

The Defense Language Institute (DLI) is a U.S. Department of Defense institution that provides language
education to military personnel and civilian employees. They offer programs in various languages,

including Arabic, Chinese, Spanish, and many others, focusing on both spoken and written proficiency.

What are the eligibility requirements to apply to the Defense Language
Institute?

To apply to the DLI, candidates typically need to be active-duty military personnel, reservists, or civilian
employees of the Department of Defense. Applicants must also meet certain language aptitude scores and

security clearance requirements.

How can I improve my chances of being accepted into a language
program at DLI?

To enhance your chances of acceptance, study the desired language beforehand, take language aptitude tests
seriously, maintain a strong overall military record, and ensure you meet all application deadlines and

requirements.



What is the application process for the Defense Language Institute?

The application process involves obtaining a recommendation from your commanding officer, completing
necessary forms, and undergoing a language aptitude test. Once your application is submitted, it will be

reviewed by the DLI admissions board.

How long do the language programs at DLI typically last?

The duration of language programs at DLI varies based on the language and the level of proficiency
required. Programs can last from a few months to over a year, with intensive courses designed to accelerate

learning.

Are there any costs associated with attending the Defense Language
Institute?

There are no tuition costs for active-duty military personnel attending DLI; however, you may need to

cover personal expenses such as travel or living costs if not stationed nearby.

‘What resources are available for prospective students of DLI?

Prospective students can access various resources, including the official DLI website, language aptitude test
preparation materials, and guidance from military education officers who can provide insights and assistance

throughout the application process.

Can civilians apply to attend the Defense Language Institute?

Yes, civilians who are employed by the Department of Defense or related agencies may apply to attend

DLI, often through specific programs or partnerships that support language training for civilian roles.

What kind of support does DLI provide to students during their language
training?
DLI offers a range of support services, including academic advising, tutoring, cultural immersion activities,

and access to language labs and resources to enhance learning and ensure student success.
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