How To Make Paracord Rope

Paracord: Para-rope Braid

How to make paracord rope is a skill that has gained popularity among outdoor
enthusiasts, survivalists, and crafters alike. Paracord, or parachute cord,
is a lightweight, strong nylon rope originally used in the suspension lines
of parachutes. Today, it is widely used for a variety of purposes, including
crafting, hiking, camping, and emergency survival situations. This article
will guide you through the process of making paracord rope, the materials
needed, and some creative uses for your finished product.

Understanding Paracord

Before diving into the making of paracord rope, it's important to understand
what paracord is and why it's so popular.

What is Paracord?

Paracord is a type of nylon rope that is known for its high tensile strength.
The most common type, known as 550 paracord, can hold up to 550 pounds in
weight. Paracord consists of an outer sheath and inner strands, which can be
used individually in various applications. The versatility, durability, and
lightweight nature of paracord make it an essential item for outdoor
activities and emergency preparedness.

Types of Paracord

There are several types of paracord available, each with its own specific
use:



- 550 Paracord: The most common type, suitable for general use.

- 325 Paracord: A lighter version, typically used for smaller projects.

- 750 Paracord: Stronger and thicker, ideal for heavy-duty tasks.

- Decorative Paracord: Available in various colors and patterns, primarily
for crafting.

Materials Needed

To make paracord rope, you will need a few essential materials:

1. Paracord Strands: Choose your preferred type and color of paracord.
2. Cutting Tool: Scissors or a knife to cut the paracord to length.

3. Lighter or Heat Source: To seal the ends of the paracord and prevent
fraying.

4. Measuring Tape: To measure the desired length of the rope.

5. Workspace: A flat surface where you can work comfortably.

Steps to Make Paracord Rope

Making paracord rope can be broken down into a series of straightforward
steps. Below is a detailed guide to help you through the process.

Step 1: Measure and Cut the Paracord

1. Determine the Length: Decide how long you want your paracord rope to be.
good rule of thumb is to measure out three times the length you desire, as
the rope will shorten when braided.

A

2. Cut the Paracord: Using your cutting tool, cut the paracord to the desired

length.

Step 2: Prepare the Ends

1. Seal the Ends: To prevent fraying, carefully use a lighter or heat source

to melt the ends of the paracord. Be cautious not to burn the paracord too
much; just enough to seal it.

2. Flatten the Ends: After melting, use your fingers (be careful, as it may
be hot) to flatten the ends for easier braiding.



Step 3: Choose Your Braiding Technique

There are several techniques you can use to braid paracord, including:

- Simple Braid: The most basic technique, consisting of three strands.
- Cobra Weave: A popular method that creates a sturdy, attractive rope.
- Fishtail Braid: A more intricate design that looks unique.

For beginners, the Cobra Weave is recommended due to its simplicity and
strength.

Step 4: Braid the Paracord

1. Arrange the Strands: Hold the three strands vertically, with one strand in
the center and one strand on each side.

2. Start Braiding:

- Take the left strand and cross it over the center strand.

- Next, take the right strand and cross it over the new center strand (which
was previously the left strand).

- Continue this pattern, alternating sides until you reach the desired
length.

3. Tighten the Braid: As you braid, pull each strand tightly to ensure a firm
and even rope.

Step 5: Finish the Rope

1. Secure the End: Once you’ve reached the desired length, secure the end of
the braid by tying a knot or using a piece of tape to hold it in place.

2. Seal the End Again: Use the lighter to melt the end of the paracord,
ensuring it won't unravel. You can also tie a knot to add extra security.

3. Trim Excess Length: Cut off any excess paracord if necessary, and seal the
ends again.

Creative Uses for Paracord Rope

Once you've made your paracord rope, you may wonder how to put it to use.
Here are several ideas:

e Survival Gear: Use paracord as a tourniquet, fishing line, or to create



shelter.

Camping: Create a clothesline, secure items, or make a trap.

Crafting: Use paracord to make bracelets, belts, or keychains.

Home Improvement: Use paracord for hanging tools, securing items, or DIY
projects.

Outdoor Activities: Use it for tying gear to backpacks, making leashes,
or creating decorative items.

Conclusion

Making paracord rope is a simple yet rewarding process. With just a few
materials and some basic braiding techniques, you can create a strong and
versatile rope that has countless applications. Whether you’re preparing for
an outdoor adventure, crafting a unique piece of gear, or simply enjoying a
new hobby, paracord is an excellent choice. By mastering the art of making
paracord rope, you’'ll not only enhance your survival skills but also open up
a world of creative possibilities. So gather your materials, follow the steps
outlined above, and start creating your own paracord rope today!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make paracord rope?

To make paracord rope, you will need paracord strands, a lighter or heat
source for sealing the ends, and scissors for cutting the cord to the desired
length.

What is the best type of paracord to use for making
rope?

Type III paracord, also known as 550 paracord, is the most popular choice due
to its strength and versatility, making it suitable for various applications.

How do I measure the length of paracord needed?

A good rule of thumb is to use 7-10 times the length of the finished product
when cutting your paracord, as it will need to be braided or twisted.



Can I dye paracord to customize my rope?

Yes, you can dye paracord using fabric dye or RIT dye. Make sure to follow
the instructions carefully to achieve the desired color.

What are some common techniques for making paracord
rope?

Common techniques include braiding, knotting, and weaving. The cobra weave
and king cobra weave are popular patterns for creating sturdy paracord
projects.

How do I finish the ends of my paracord rope?

To finish the ends, melt them with a lighter to prevent fraying. You can also
use heat shrink tubing for a more polished look.

What are some practical uses for handmade paracord
rope?

Handmade paracord rope can be used for various purposes, such as crafting
survival bracelets, lanyards, keychains, fishing lines, and securing gear.
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