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How to Make an Origami Crane

Origami, the traditional Japanese art of paper folding, offers a beautiful
way to express creativity and mindfulness. Among the myriad of shapes and
figures one can create, the origami crane stands out as a symbol of peace and
hope. Legend has it that folding a thousand origami cranes grants the folder
a wish or good fortune. This article will guide you through the step-by-step
process of making an origami crane, along with tips and techniques to enhance
your folding skills.

Materials Needed

Before diving into the folding process, ensure you have the following
materials ready:

- Origami paper: A square sheet of paper (typically 15 cm x 15 cm). You can
use colored, patterned, or plain paper depending on your preference.
- Flat surface: A clean, hard surface will provide the best results.
- Patience and focus: Origami requires concentration and precision, so set
aside some quiet time for folding.

Understanding the Basics of Origami

Before we begin with the crane, it's essential to grasp some fundamental



concepts of origami:

Folding Techniques

1. Valley Fold: This is made by folding the paper towards you, creating a “V”
shape.
2. Mountain Fold: The opposite of a valley fold, this is created by folding
the paper away from you, making a peak.
3. Squash Fold: This involves opening a flap and squashing it down to create
a new crease.
4. Reverse Fold: A technique where you fold the paper in the opposite
direction of the existing crease.

Creases and Precision

Accurate creases are paramount in origami. Use your fingernail or a flat tool
to press down on the folds to ensure they are sharp and well-defined. This
will result in a more professional-looking finished piece.

Step-by-Step Instructions to Make an Origami
Crane

Follow these detailed steps to create your own origami crane:

Step 1: Start with a Square Piece of Paper

Begin with your origami paper positioned with the colored side facing down if
you’re using colored paper. If you’re using plain paper, it doesn’t matter
which side is facing up.

Step 2: Make the Base Folds

1. Fold in Half Diagonally: Fold the paper in half diagonally to form a
triangle. Crease well and then unfold it.
2. Fold Diagonally in the Opposite Direction: Fold the paper diagonally in
the other direction, crease well, and unfold it again. You should now have an
"X" crease pattern.
3. Fold in Half Horizontally: Fold the paper in half horizontally to form a
rectangle. Crease well and unfold.
4. Fold in Half Vertically: Fold the paper in half vertically, crease well,
and unfold. You now have a "+" crease pattern intersecting with the "X".



Step 3: Form the Preliminary Base

1. Collapse the Paper: Bring the side creases together while pushing the top
point downwards. This will create a square shape with the open ends facing
you (this is known as the preliminary base).
2. Flatten the Base: Ensure all creases are sharp and well-defined as you
flatten the paper.

Step 4: Create the Bird Base

1. Fold the Top Layers Down: Take the top flap of the square and fold it down
toward the bottom point, aligning with the center crease. Crease well and
unfold.
2. Fold the Sides to the Center: Fold the right and left edges to meet the
center crease, creating narrower sides. This will form a kite shape.
3. Lift the Top Flap: Pull the top layer up, using the creases you just made
to help it fold. This creates a pointed tip on top while revealing the two
side flaps.
4. Reinforce the Folds: Ensure all edges are creased sharply.

Step 5: Shaping the Crane

1. Create the Neck and Tail: Fold one of the side flaps down towards the
bottom point to form the crane's neck. Make sure to leave some space for the
tail. Crease well.
2. Form the Tail: Fold the opposite side flap down similarly to create the
tail. Ensure both neck and tail are angled nicely.
3. Open the Wings: Gently pull the two side flaps outward to form the wings.
You can adjust the angle to your preference.

Step 6: Final Touches

1. Fold the Neck and Tail: You can add a reverse fold to the neck to create a
head. Simply push down on the tip to create a small point.
2. Adjust the Wings: Spread the wings apart gently, adjusting their position
for a more dynamic look.
3. Final Creases: Go back and ensure all folds are sharp and defined. This
will enhance the overall appearance of your origami crane.

Tips for Successful Origami Crane Folding

- Use Quality Paper: Origami paper is specifically designed for folding,



which makes it easier to achieve crisp folds and creates a more aesthetically
pleasing final product.
- Take Your Time: Don’t rush through the steps. Each fold is crucial to the
outcome, so take your time with each crease.
- Practice Regularly: Like any skill, practice makes perfect. The more cranes
you fold, the better you will become at it.
- Experiment with Sizes: Once you feel comfortable, try using different sizes
of paper to create cranes of various sizes.

Conclusion

Folding an origami crane is a rewarding experience that combines patience,
precision, and creativity. Not only does it serve as a beautiful decoration,
but it also carries significant cultural symbolism. As you practice this art
form, you'll find peace in the repetitive motions and mindfulness it brings.
Whether you wish to display your cranes, give them as gifts, or keep them as
a reminder of hope, the journey of folding is as meaningful as the final
creation. Happy folding!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make an origami crane?
You need a square piece of paper, preferably origami paper, which is
lightweight and easy to fold. You can also use any paper you have at home,
cut into a square.

What is the first step in folding an origami crane?
The first step is to start with your square paper positioned with a colored
side facing down. Fold it diagonally in half to create a triangle, then
unfold it to create a crease.

Are there any common mistakes to avoid when making
an origami crane?
Yes, common mistakes include not making precise creases, using the wrong
paper size, and rushing the steps. Take your time to ensure each fold is
sharp and accurate.

How long does it typically take to make an origami
crane?
It usually takes about 5 to 10 minutes to make an origami crane once you are
familiar with the steps. Beginners may take a bit longer as they learn the
folding techniques.



Can I decorate my origami crane after making it?
Absolutely! You can use markers, stickers, or washi tape to decorate your
origami crane. Just make sure any additional materials do not weigh it down
or affect its structure.
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