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How to Draw Someone as a Cartoon
Drawing someone as a cartoon is an exciting and creative way to capture their likeness while adding a

playful twist. Whether you want to create a caricature for a friend, illustrate a scene in a comic, or

simply explore your artistic abilities, transforming a real person into a cartoon character can be both



fun and rewarding. In this article, we will explore the essential steps, techniques, and tips to help you

effectively draw someone as a cartoon.

Understanding the Basics of Cartooning

Before diving into the drawing process, it’s important to understand what cartooning entails. Cartoons
are not just simplified versions of real-life images; they embody a unique style that often exaggerates

features and simplifies forms.

Key Characteristics of Cartoons

- Exaggeration: Cartoons often emphasize certain features such as large eyes, oversized heads, or
exaggerated expressions to convey personality or emotion.

- Simplification: Unlike realistic drawings, cartoons reduce details and focus on essential elements,
making them easier and quicker to draw.

- Stylization: Cartoons can have a distinct style that reflects the artist’s personality or the intended

message of the drawing. This can include unique line work, color palettes, and proportions.

By understanding these characteristics, you can better approach the process of cartooning.

Gathering Your Materials

Before you start drawing, ensure you have the right materials. Here’s a basic list of items you may

need:

1. Paper: Choose a sketch pad or any paper that suits your drawing style.

2. Pencils: Use a variety of pencils (HB for sketching, 2B or 4B for darker lines).



3. Eraser: A good eraser will help you refine your drawing.
4. Inking Pens: If you want to outline your cartoon, use fine-tip pens or markers.

5. Coloring Materials: Colored pencils, markers, or digital tools if you prefer to work on a tablet.

Having all materials ready will help streamline your drawing process.

Choosing Your Subject

The first step in drawing someone as a cartoon is to select your subject. This could be a friend, family

member, colleague, or even a public figure.

Things to Consider When Choosing a Subject

- Familiarity: It’s often easier to draw someone you know well, as you’ll have a better understanding of
their features and personality.

- Distinct Features: Look for unique traits that can be exaggerated, such as a prominent nose, big
smile, or curly hair.

- Expressiveness: Consider how expressive the person is; a good cartoon often relies on facial

expressions for added character.

Once you’ve chosen your subject, gather reference photos that showcase their features from different

angles.

Analyzing Features

Take a closer look at the features of your subject. Understanding their facial structure, expressions,

and unique traits will help you capture their likeness in a cartoon style.



Breaking Down Facial Features

1. Head Shape: Observe the overall shape of the head. Is it round, oval, or square?

2. Eyes: Note the size, shape, and position of the eyes. Cartoons often exaggerate eye size for effect.

3. Nose: Consider the nose's shape and size. A larger or more distinctive nose can be emphasized in

the cartoon.

4. Mouth: The mouth can convey a lot of personality. Pay attention to its shape, size, and expressions.
5. Hair: Analyze the hairstyle. Is it straight, curly, long, or short? Hair can be stylized in various ways in

cartoons.

Drawing these features in a simplified manner will help maintain the cartoon aesthetic.

Sketching the Outline

Now it’s time to start drawing. Begin with a light pencil sketch to lay the foundation of your cartoon

character.

Steps for Sketching the Outline

1. Draw Basic Shapes: Start with simple shapes to define the head, body, and limbs. For example, use
an oval for the head and rectangles for the body.

2. Add Guidelines: Lightly draw guidelines for the facial features, marking where the eyes, nose, and
mouth will go.

3. Refine the Shape: Gradually refine the shapes, adjusting them to match your subject's features.

4. Exaggerate Key Features: Remember to exaggerate distinctive features that make your subject
unique.

5. Outline the Hair: Add the hairstyle to your sketch, keeping in mind how it can be stylized.



Take your time during this stage; the outline is crucial for a successful cartoon.

Inking the Drawing

Once you’re satisfied with your pencil sketch, it’s time to ink your drawing. This step gives your

cartoon a polished look.

Inking Tips

- Use Fine-Tip Pens: Choose a pen that allows for precision in detailing.

- Go Slowly: Take your time when inking to avoid mistakes. Make sure your lines are clean and
smooth.

- Vary Line Thickness: Adding variation in line thickness can create depth and interest in your drawing.
- Let the Ink Dry: After inking, allow the drawing to dry completely before erasing any pencil marks to

avoid smudging.

Inking will define your cartoon and make it stand out.

Adding Color and Shading

Color can bring your cartoon character to life. It enhances the overall aesthetic and helps convey

emotion.

Coloring Techniques

1. Choose a Color Palette: Select colors that suit your character’s personality. Bright colors can create



a cheerful vibe, while muted tones may convey seriousness.

2. Use Flat Colors: Start by applying flat colors to different areas of the drawing.

3. Add Shading: Introduce shading to give dimension. Consider where the light source is coming from
to add shadows accordingly.

4. Experiment with Patterns: You can add patterns to clothing or accessories to make your cartoon

even more unique.

Color can drastically change the feel of your cartoon, so take your time to experiment.

Final Touches

After coloring, perform some final touches to polish your cartoon.

Finalizing Your Artwork

- Add Highlights: Use a white pen or lighter color to add highlights to the eyes and hair.
- Check for Balance: Ensure that the colors and features are balanced and harmonious.

- Sign Your Work: Don’t forget to add your signature to your cartoon!

These final touches can significantly enhance the overall appearance of your cartoon.

Practice and Experimentation

The key to mastering cartoon drawing is practice. The more you draw, the better you’ll become.



Ways to Improve Your Cartooning Skills

1. Study Other Cartoons: Analyze the works of other cartoonists to understand different styles and
techniques.

2. Draw Regularly: Make cartoon drawing a regular activity to build muscle memory and improve your
skills.

3. Experiment with Styles: Try drawing in different styles to find what works best for you.

4. Seek Feedback: Share your work with friends or online communities for constructive criticism.

With dedication and practice, you can develop your unique cartoon style and improve your drawing

abilities.

Conclusion

Drawing someone as a cartoon is a delightful way to express creativity and capture the essence of a
person. By understanding the basics of cartooning, gathering the right materials, analyzing features,
and practicing regularly, you can create engaging and vibrant cartoon characters. Remember, the key
to success in cartooning lies in exaggeration, simplification, and, most importantly, practice. So grab
your pencils, choose a subject, and let your imagination run wild as you embark on your cartooning

journey!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic steps to start drawing someone as a cartoon?

Begin by sketching basic shapes to outline the head and body, then add facial features, hair, and

clothing. Refine the sketch, focusing on exaggerated proportions and expressions.



What tools do | need to draw a cartoon version of someone?

You can use pencils, markers, or digital drawing software like Procreate or Adobe lllustrator. A good

eraser and reference images are also helpful.

How can | exaggerate features when drawing a cartoon?

Focus on the most prominent features, such as large eyes, a big smile, or a unique hairstyle.

Exaggeration adds personality and makes the cartoon more recognizable.

What style should | use when drawing a cartoon?

Choose a style that reflects the personality of the person you're drawing. You can opt for a classic

cartoon style, a more modern look, or even a caricature approach.

How can | add color to my cartoon drawing?

Use colored pencils, markers, or digital tools to fill in your drawing. Consider using a limited color

palette to maintain a cohesive look.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when drawing cartoons?

Avoid making features too realistic, which can detract from the cartoon style. Also, steer clear of

overcomplicating the design with too many details.

How can | incorporate humor into my cartoon drawing?

Add funny expressions, quirky poses, or humorous accessories that reflect the person's personality or

common traits in a light-hearted way.

Is it important to capture the person's personality in a cartoon?

Yes, capturing the person's essence makes the cartoon more relatable and engaging. Use their distinct

expressions or poses to convey their personality.



Can | use digital tools to improve my cartoon drawing skills?

Absolutely! Digital tools allow for easy editing, layering, and experimenting with styles, which can

enhance your cartoon drawing skills over time.
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