
How To Make Bird Boxes

How to make bird boxes is a rewarding and enjoyable project for anyone interested in
gardening, wildlife, or simply enjoying the great outdoors. Bird boxes provide safe nesting
sites for various bird species, helping to support local wildlife populations while adding
charm to your garden. This article will guide you through the steps of making a bird box,
including the materials needed, design options, and tips for attracting birds to your new
creation.

Why Build a Bird Box?

Bird boxes, or birdhouses, serve multiple purposes:



Conservation: Many bird species are threatened due to habitat loss. By providing a
nesting site, you can help support their populations.

Observation: Birdwatching can be a delightful hobby. A bird box in your garden
allows you to observe birds up close.

Education: Building a bird box can be a fun project for families, teaching children
about nature and wildlife.

Environment: Providing nesting sites contributes to the overall health of your local
ecosystem.

Materials Needed

To build a bird box, you will need the following materials:

Wood: Untreated wood such as cedar, pine, or plywood (avoid treated wood that
may contain harmful chemicals).

Wood screws or nails: For assembling the bird box.

Wood glue: Optional, for extra strength.

Sandpaper: To smooth rough edges.

Wood drill: To create entrance holes and drainage holes.

Paint or wood stain: Optional, but if used, choose non-toxic options.

Measuring tape and saw: For cutting wood to size.

Safety gear: Such as goggles and gloves.

Designing Your Bird Box

Before you start building, it’s essential to decide on the design of your bird box. The
design will depend on the bird species you want to attract. Here are some common
designs to consider:



Types of Bird Boxes

1. Standard Bird Box: Suitable for small birds like chickadees and wrens.
2. Open-Front Bird Box: Ideal for species such as robins and bluebirds that prefer an open
nesting area.
3. Platform Nest Box: Designed for birds like sparrows or swallows that nest on platforms.
4. Wood Duck Box: Specifically designed for wood ducks and other waterfowl.

Dimensions for Common Birds

Here are some recommended dimensions for common bird species:

| Bird Species | Box Dimensions (inches) | Entrance Hole Diameter (inches) |
|------------------|--------------------------|----------------------------------|
| Chickadee | 6” x 6” x 8” | 1 1/8” |
| Wren | 6” x 6” x 8” | 1 1/4” |
| Bluebird | 6” x 6” x 10” | 1 1/2” |
| House Sparrow | 6” x 6” x 8” | 1 1/2” |
| Wood Duck | 3’ x 2’ x 2’ | 4” x 4” |

Step-by-Step Guide to Making a Bird Box

Now that you have your materials and design, follow these steps to build your bird box:

Step 1: Measure and Cut the Wood

1. Using your measuring tape, mark the dimensions for each side of the bird box on the
wood.
2. Cut the wood using a saw, ensuring all pieces are straight and clean.
3. You should have five pieces: a front, back, two sides, and a base.

Step 2: Create the Entrance Hole

1. Choose the front panel of your bird box.
2. Using a drill, create the entrance hole according to the recommended size for your
chosen bird species.
3. Sand the edges of the hole to prevent injury to the birds.

Step 3: Assemble the Bird Box



1. Start by attaching the sides to the back panel using wood screws or nails.
2. Next, attach the base to the sides and back.
3. Finally, attach the front panel, making sure the entrance hole is at the correct height.
4. Optional: Use wood glue in addition to screws for extra durability.

Step 4: Add Ventilation and Drainage

1. Drill a few small holes in the base for drainage to prevent water from collecting inside
the box.
2. Drill ventilation holes near the top of the bird box to provide airflow and keep it cool.

Step 5: Finish the Bird Box

1. If desired, paint or stain the bird box using non-toxic materials. Avoid bright colors that
may attract predators.
2. Sand any rough edges to ensure the safety of the birds.

Step 6: Install the Bird Box

1. Choose a suitable location, ideally 5 to 10 feet off the ground, away from predators.
2. Use screws to secure the bird box to a tree, post, or wall, ensuring it is stable.
3. Position the entrance hole away from prevailing winds and direct sunlight.

Attracting Birds to Your Bird Box

Now that your bird box is built and installed, you’ll want to attract birds to it. Here are
some tips:

Location: Place the bird box in a quiet area with nearby trees or shrubs for shelter.

Food Sources: Plant native flowers, shrubs, and trees that provide food for local
bird species.

Water Source: Consider adding a birdbath or a small pond nearby.

Keep It Clean: Clean the bird box after the nesting season to prepare it for the next
year.



Conclusion

Building a bird box is not only a fun and creative project, but it also contributes positively
to your local environment. By following the steps outlined above, you can create a safe
haven for birds in your area. Remember to enjoy the process, and soon you’ll be rewarded
with the sight and sound of birds nesting right in your own backyard. Happy birdwatching!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make a bird box?
You will need untreated wood (like cedar or pine), wood screws or nails, a saw, a drill,
sandpaper, and optionally, wood glue.

What are the ideal dimensions for a bird box?
A typical bird box should be around 6x6 inches for the base, 8-12 inches high, with an
entrance hole of about 1.5 inches in diameter for small birds like bluebirds.

How do I attract birds to my bird box?
Place the bird box in a sheltered location, ideally facing away from prevailing winds and
direct sunlight, and consider adding bird feeders nearby to attract them.

When is the best time to put up a bird box?
The best time to install a bird box is in late winter or early spring before the breeding
season starts, typically around March.

Should I add ventilation and drainage holes to the bird
box?
Yes, adding small ventilation holes near the top and drainage holes in the bottom will help
keep the interior dry and comfortable for the birds.

How can I ensure the bird box is safe from predators?
Install the bird box at least 5-10 feet off the ground and use predator guards or baffles to
protect it from climbing animals like raccoons and cats.

Is it necessary to clean out the bird box after the
nesting season?
Yes, it's important to clean out the bird box after the nesting season to remove old nests
and parasites, ensuring it's ready for new occupants.



What type of birds are likely to use my homemade bird
box?
Common birds that may use your bird box include bluebirds, chickadees, wrens, and
sparrows, depending on the box design and location.

Can I paint or decorate my bird box?
It's best to avoid painting the inside of the bird box. If you want to decorate the outside,
use non-toxic, water-based paint and avoid bright colors that might deter birds.
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