
How To Make Animals With Paper

How to make animals with paper is a delightful and creative activity that engages both children
and adults. Whether you're looking to boost your crafting skills, teach kids about wildlife, or simply
enjoy a relaxing hobby, making paper animals can be a rewarding experience. From origami to paper
mache, the possibilities are endless. In this article, we'll explore various methods for creating animals
with paper, offering step-by-step instructions, tips, and ideas to inspire your crafting journey.

Understanding the Basics of Paper Crafting

Before diving into specific projects, it’s essential to understand the basic materials and techniques
involved in making animals with paper.

Essential Materials

To start your paper crafting adventure, gather the following materials:

- Paper: Choose from various types such as origami paper, construction paper, or recycled paper.
- Scissors: A sharp pair will help you cut cleanly and precisely.
- Glue: Use white school glue, glue sticks, or tacky glue for assembling pieces.
- Markers or Paints: For adding details and color to your creations.
- Pencil: For sketching outlines before cutting or folding.

Basic Techniques

Familiarize yourself with these fundamental techniques that will serve as the foundation for your
projects:



- Folding: Essential for origami, folding techniques can create various shapes and forms.
- Cutting: A basic skill for creating shapes and details in your animal designs.
- Gluing: Used for assembling pieces and adding embellishments.
- Drawing: Enhances your projects by adding personality and details.

Creating Paper Animals: Different Methods

Now that you have the materials and techniques down, let’s explore various methods for creating
animals with paper.

1. Origami: The Art of Paper Folding

Origami is a traditional Japanese art form that involves folding a single sheet of paper into intricate
designs. Here’s how to make a simple origami crane:

Instructions:

1. Start with a square piece of paper.
2. Fold the paper in half diagonally to form a triangle. Unfold.
3. Fold the paper in half diagonally in the opposite direction. Unfold.
4. Bring the top corners down to the center crease, forming a smaller triangle.
5. Fold the bottom point up to the top point, creating a diamond shape.
6. Fold the outer edges of the diamond inward to the center line.
7. Flip the paper over and fold the top point downwards, then pull the sides outward to form the
wings.
8. Fold the head down from one of the top points to finish your crane.

Tips:

- Use lightweight paper for easier folding.
- Practice with simpler designs before attempting complex figures.

2. Paper Mache: Building with Layers

Paper mache is a versatile technique that involves layering strips of paper with a glue mixture. This
method allows you to create three-dimensional animals.

Instructions:

1. Prepare the paste by mixing equal parts flour and water or using glue.
2. Tear newspaper into strips (about 1 inch wide).
3. Choose a form: You can use a balloon, cardboard base, or a mold as a foundation.
4. Dip strips into the paste and apply them to your form, overlapping to create stability.
5. Continue layering until your desired thickness is achieved (usually 3-5 layers).
6. Allow it to dry completely (this may take 24 hours).



7. Paint and decorate your animal once dry.

Ideas for Paper Mache Animals:

- Elephants
- Birds
- Fish
- Dinosaurs

3. Cutting and Collaging: Artistic and Fun

This method allows for more creativity and personalization, as you can cut out various shapes and
assemble them into animals.

Instructions:

1. Choose the animal you want to create.
2. Sketch the animal on a sheet of paper or find templates online.
3. Cut out shapes for different body parts (head, body, legs, etc.) using colored paper.
4. Assemble the parts by gluing them together.
5. Add details with markers, googly eyes, or other embellishments.

Animal Ideas for Collage:

- Cats and dogs
- Butterflies and insects
- Farm animals like cows and pigs

Incorporating Learning into Crafting

Making animals with paper can be more than just a fun activity; it can also be educational. Here’s how
to incorporate learning into your crafting sessions.

1. Teach Animal Facts

As you create each animal, share interesting facts about them. For example, while making a paper
owl, discuss their nocturnal habits and role in nature.

2. Explore Different Cultures

Learn about the cultural significance of certain animals in different societies. For example, origami
cranes are symbols of peace and longevity in Japanese culture.



3. Encourage Creativity

Allow children to come up with their own designs. This fosters creativity and critical thinking as they
think about shapes and colors.

Conclusion

How to make animals with paper is a wonderful way to express creativity while enjoying a tactile
experience. Whether you choose origami, paper mache, or cutting and collaging, each method offers
unique challenges and rewards. With a little practice and imagination, you can create a whole zoo of
paper animals right in your home. So gather your materials, choose your method, and let your
creativity soar!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make paper animals?
To make paper animals, you'll need colored paper, scissors, glue, a pencil, and optionally, markers or
crayons for decoration.

What is the easiest paper animal to start with for beginners?
A simple origami paper crane is a great starting point for beginners due to its straightforward folding
technique.

Can I make 3D paper animals, and if so, how?
Yes, you can make 3D paper animals by using a technique called paper mache or by folding and
gluing multiple pieces of paper together to create a structure.

Are there any online tutorials for making paper animals?
Yes, many websites and YouTube channels offer step-by-step tutorials on making various paper
animals, suitable for all skill levels.

What types of paper are best for making animals?
Lightweight origami paper is ideal for folding, while cardstock is better for sturdier models. Tissue
paper can also be used for more delicate designs.

How can I decorate my paper animals?
You can use markers, crayons, stickers, or additional colored paper cutouts to decorate your paper
animals and give them unique features.



Are there any benefits to making paper animals?
Making paper animals can enhance fine motor skills, boost creativity, and provide a fun and relaxing
activity for people of all ages.
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