How To Interview An Author

How to interview an author can be an enriching experience for both the interviewer and
the audience. Authors have unique insights into their works, creative processes, and the
literary world at large. Conducting an interview with an author allows you to delve deep
into their mind and bring forth the stories and experiences that can inspire readers and
writers alike. To ensure a successful interview, it's essential to prepare thoroughly and
create a comfortable atmosphere for the author to share their thoughts. Below are
comprehensive guidelines on how to interview an author effectively.

Understanding the Author's Work

Before you even think about the questions you will ask during the interview, it’s crucial to
familiarize yourself with the author's work. This not only helps you formulate relevant
questions but also demonstrates your genuine interest and respect for their craft.

Read Their Books

- Immerse Yourself: Start by reading the author's most recent book, but don’t stop there. If
they have a backlist, read as much as you can. This will give you a broader perspective on
their style and themes.

- Take Notes: Jot down your thoughts, favorite passages, and any questions that arise as
you read. This will serve as a valuable reference during the interview.

Research Background Information

- Author’s Biography: Look up the author’s biography to understand their background,
influences, and writing journey.

- Previous Interviews: Listening to or reading past interviews can provide insight into what
topics have already been covered and what the author enjoys discussing.



Preparing Your Interview Questions

Once you have a solid understanding of the author’s work, it’s time to prepare your
questions. The best interviews often stem from thoughtful and open-ended questions that
encourage the author to elaborate.

Types of Questions to Consider

- Creative Process:

- What inspires your writing?

- Can you describe your typical writing day?

- Themes and Characters:

- How do you develop your characters?

- What themes do you find yourself drawn to in your writing?

- Industry Insights:

- How has your view of the publishing industry changed over the years?
- What advice would you give to aspiring authors?

- Personal Reflections:

- What has been the most rewarding aspect of your writing career?

- Are there any experiences that significantly influenced your writing?

Organize Your Questions

- Start Broad: Begin with general questions to ease the author into the conversation.
- Narrow Down: Transition to more specific questions based on their responses. This can
lead to deeper discussions and unexpected insights.

Setting the Scene for the Interview

Creating a comfortable environment for the author is essential for a productive interview.
This not only helps the author relax but often leads to more candid and engaging
responses.

Choose the Right Setting

- In-Person Interviews: If possible, conduct the interview in a quiet café, library, or any
location that feels comfortable and conducive to conversation.

- Virtual Interviews: If meeting in person isn't feasible, ensure you use reliable technology.
Test audio and video beforehand to avoid technical difficulties.

Establish Rapport

- Start with Small Talk: Engage in light conversation before diving into the interview. This
helps put the author at ease.



- Show Genuine Interest: Express your appreciation for their work and share a personal
anecdote about how their writing impacted you.

Conducting the Interview

During the interview, your goal is to create a natural flow of conversation. Be flexible and
willing to deviate from your prepared questions based on the author's responses.

Listen Actively

- Be Present: Give the author your full attention. This shows respect and allows you to ask
follow-up questions based on their responses.

- Avoid Interrupting: Let the author finish their thoughts before jumping in with the next
question.

Encourage Elaboration

- Ask Follow-Up Questions: If the author mentions something intriguing, ask them to
elaborate. This can lead to valuable insights that you may not have anticipated.

- Use Prompts: Phrases like “Can you tell me more about that?” or “What led you to think
that way?” can encourage deeper discussion.

Post-Interview Considerations

After wrapping up the interview, there are several steps you should take to ensure you
capture the essence of the conversation.

Thank the Author

- Express Gratitude: Thank the author for their time and insights. A thoughtful thank-you
note or email can leave a lasting positive impression.

Review and Transcribe Your Notes

- Organize Your Thoughts: As soon as possible, review your notes while the conversation is
still fresh in your mind. This helps you identify key themes and quotes for your article or
publication.

- Transcription: If you recorded the interview (with permission), transcribe it promptly to
preserve the details accurately.



Follow-Up

- Share the Final Piece: Once your article or interview is published, send a link to the
author. This shows professionalism and keeps the line of communication open for future
engagements.

Final Tips for a Successful Author Interview

- Be Respectful of Time: Authors often have busy schedules. Stick to the agreed-upon
duration of the interview.

- Stay Neutral: Maintain a neutral tone and avoid controversial topics unless the author
brings them up.

- Be Prepared for the Unexpected: Sometimes, the best insights come from unplanned
questions or directions the conversation takes.

In conclusion, how to interview an author is both an art and a skill that can be
developed with practice and preparation. By understanding the author’s work, preparing
thoughtful questions, creating a comfortable atmosphere, and engaging in active listening,
you can conduct an interview that not only enriches your understanding but also resonates
with your audience. Whether you’re a journalist, blogger, or aspiring author yourself,
these tips will guide you in crafting compelling conversations that bring the author’s voice
to life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key elements to prepare before
interviewing an author?

Before interviewing an author, research their background, read their works, and
understand their writing style and themes. Prepare specific questions that relate to their
books and writing process.

How can I create a comfortable environment for the
author during the interview?

To create a comfortable environment, choose a quiet location, allow the author to settle in,
and start with light conversation to break the ice before diving into deeper questions.

What types of questions should I avoid when
interviewing an author?

Avoid asking overly personal questions that do not relate to their work, leading questions
that imply a specific answer, or questions that have been answered in previous interviews.



How can I encourage authors to share more during the
interview?

Encourage authors to share more by asking open-ended questions, actively listening, and
providing prompts that invite them to elaborate on their thoughts and experiences.

What should I do if an author gives short or unhelpful
answers?

If an author gives short answers, try rephrasing your question, asking for examples, or
following up with related questions to prompt more detailed responses.

How can I incorporate the author's perspective into the
interview?

Incorporate the author's perspective by asking questions about their motivations,
inspirations, and personal experiences related to their writing, allowing them to share
their unique viewpoint.

What is the best way to conclude an interview with an
author?

Conclude the interview by thanking the author for their time, summarizing key points
discussed, and asking if there’s anything else they would like to add or promote.
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