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How to draw cartoon things step by step is a fun and engaging process that allows
artists of all skill levels to explore their creativity. Whether you're a beginner looking to
develop your drawing skills or an experienced artist seeking to refine your cartooning
techniques, this guide will provide you with simple, easy-to-follow steps. By the end of this
article, you will be equipped with the knowledge to create your own cartoon characters
and objects, bringing your imaginative ideas to life on paper.

Understanding the Basics of Cartoon Drawing

Before diving into the drawing process, it's essential to understand the fundamental
aspects of cartoon drawing. Cartoons are characterized by their exaggerated features and
simplified forms. Here are some critical principles to keep in mind:

e Simplicity: Cartoons often rely on simple shapes and lines to convey their subjects.

 Exaggeration: Features like eyes, mouths, and limbs can be exaggerated to create a
humorous or whimsical effect.

e Expression: Facial expressions play a crucial role in conveying emotions in cartoon
characters.

¢ Color: Bright and bold colors are commonly used in cartoons to attract attention and
evoke feelings.

Materials You Will Need

To get started on your cartoon drawing journey, gather the following materials:

Pencil and eraser

Black fine-tip marker or pen

Colored pencils, markers, or watercolors

Blank paper or sketchbook

Having the right tools will make the drawing process smoother and more enjoyable.



Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing a Cartoon
Character

Let’s take a look at how to draw a simple cartoon character step by step. For this example,
we will create a cartoon cat.

Step 1: Draw the Basic Shapes

Start with simple shapes to outline the character's structure.

1. Draw a large circle for the head.
2. Add a smaller oval below the head for the body.
3. Sketch two triangles at the top of the circle for the ears.

4. Draw four simple lines extending from the body for the legs.

These basic shapes will serve as the foundation for your cartoon cat.

Step 2: Refine the Outline

Next, refine the basic shapes to form a more recognizable character.

1. Round out the bottom of the head slightly to create a chin.
2. Add curves to the body to give it a more cartoonish shape.
3. Shape the ears into a more natural form.

4. Define the legs by adding paws at the end of each line you drew.

At this stage, your character should start looking more like a cartoon cat.

Step 3: Add Facial Features

Now it’s time to bring your character to life by adding facial features.



1. Draw two large circles inside the head for the eyes. Add smaller circles inside for the
pupils.

2. Create a small triangular nose just below the eyes.
3. Add a wide smile under the nose, with curves at each end to give it character.

4. Include whiskers by drawing three straight lines extending from each side of the
face.

Facial features are vital in conveying your character's personality.

Step 4: Add Details and Textures

Enhance your cartoon cat by adding details.

1. Draw fur by adding short, quick strokes around the head and body.
2. Add stripes or spots if you want a unique pattern on your cat.

3. Include a collar around the neck for extra character.

These details will add depth and make your character more interesting.

Step 5: Outline Your Drawing
Once you are satisfied with your sketch, it’s time to make it stand out.
1. Use a black fine-tip marker or pen to outline your drawing. This step will give it a

clean and polished look.

2. Be sure to let the ink dry completely before erasing any pencil lines underneath.

Outlining is an important step that helps define your character.

Step 6: Add Color

Now for the fun part—adding color!



1. Choose bright colors for your cat. Consider using light gray for the body, pink for the
nose, and white for the eyes.

2. Use colored pencils or markers to fill in your character, making sure to stay within
the lines.

3. Add shading by using a slightly darker color along one side of the body.
Color can significantly impact the overall look of your cartoon character.

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing Cartoon Objects

In addition to characters, you can also draw cartoon objects. Here’s how to draw a simple
cartoon balloon.

Step 1: Draw the Balloon Shape

Start by sketching the basic shape.

1. Draw an oval or teardrop shape for the balloon itself.

2. At the bottom of the balloon, add a small rectangle or a triangle for the knot.

This simple shape is the basis for your cartoon balloon.

Step 2: Add a String

Next, add a string to your balloon.

1. Draw a long, curvy line extending down from the knot.

2. Make the string wavy for a playful effect.

A string adds a dynamic element to your cartoon balloon.



Step 3: Add Details

Enhance your balloon with details.

1. Add highlights by drawing small, curved lines on one side of the balloon to give it
depth.

2. Consider adding a smiley face on the balloon for a cheerful touch.

These details can bring your cartoon object to life!

Step 4: Outline and Color

Finish your drawing by outlining and coloring.

1. Outline your balloon with a black marker.
2. Color your balloon in bright shades like red, blue, or yellow.

3. Don’t forget to color the string in a contrasting color!

Your cartoon balloon is now ready to brighten someone’s day!

Conclusion

Learning how to draw cartoon things step by step can be an exciting and rewarding
experience. With practice and creativity, you can create unique characters and objects
that reflect your style. Remember to experiment with different shapes, expressions, and
colors to develop your own cartooning techniques. Happy drawing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic shapes to start with when drawing
cartoon characters?

Start with simple shapes like circles for heads, ovals for bodies, and rectangles for limbs.
This helps establish the proportions and positions before adding details.



How can I make my cartoon drawings look more
expressive?

To enhance expressiveness, focus on the eyes and mouth. Experiment with different eye
shapes and sizes, and use exaggerated mouth curves to convey emotions effectively.

What are some tips for creating unique cartoon
character designs?

Combine different features from various animals or objects, play with colors and patterns,
and incorporate personal traits or interests to make your characters stand out.

How do I add depth and dimension to my cartoon
drawings?

Use shading techniques like cross-hatching or stippling to create shadows. Vary line
thickness to emphasize certain areas, and consider perspective when positioning
elements.

What tools are best for drawing cartoons digitally?

Popular digital tools include drawing tablets like Wacom, software like Adobe Illustrator or
Procreate, and apps that offer layers and brushes specifically designed for cartooning.
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"Unlock your creativity with our guide on how to draw cartoon things step by step! Perfect for
beginners. Discover how to create fun characters today!"
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