
How To Get Rid Of Woodpeckers

How to get rid of woodpeckers can be a challenging task for homeowners who appreciate the beauty
of nature but are frustrated by the damage these birds can inflict. Woodpeckers are known for their
distinctive pecking sounds and their habit of drilling into wood surfaces, which can lead to significant
structural damage to homes and properties. In this article, we will explore effective strategies to deter
woodpeckers from invading your space, providing insights into understanding their behavior,
prevention techniques, and humane removal options.

Understanding Woodpeckers

Species Overview

Woodpeckers belong to the family Picidae, which includes over 200 species worldwide. Some of the
most common woodpecker species found in North America include:

1. Downy Woodpecker: Small and adaptable, often found in backyards and parks.
2. Hairy Woodpecker: Similar in appearance to the downy but slightly larger.
3. Red-bellied Woodpecker: Recognizable by its striking red cap and belly.
4. Northern Flicker: Unique for its ground-feeding habits and distinctive call.

Behavior and Habitats

Woodpeckers are known for their drilling habits, which serve multiple purposes, including:

- Foraging for Food: They peck at trees and wooden structures to find insects, larvae, and sap.
- Creating Nesting Sites: Woodpeckers excavate holes in trees or wooden surfaces to create nests.



- Marking Territory: The pecking sound is also a way to communicate and establish territory.

Understanding these behaviors is crucial for developing effective strategies to deter them from your
property.

Assessing the Problem

Before taking action, it’s important to assess the extent of the woodpecker issue. Here are questions
to consider:

- What type of damage is being caused? Look for holes, peck marks, or wood shavings around the
affected areas.
- When does the problem occur? Note if the pecking is more frequent during certain times of the day
or year.
- Are there specific locations? Identify if woodpeckers are targeting particular trees or sections of your
home.

Prevention Techniques

Preventing woodpeckers from becoming a nuisance is often the best approach. Here are effective
strategies to deter them:

Physical Barriers

1. Netting: Install bird netting around areas of concern, especially on trees or wooden structures. This
can block access and discourage woodpeckers from pecking at the surface.
2. Metal Sheeting: Cover vulnerable areas with metal sheeting or flashing to protect wood surfaces.
3. Visual Deterrents: Hang reflective tape, aluminum foil strips, or old CDs around the area. The light
reflection can scare birds away.

Sound Deterrents

1. Noise Makers: Use wind chimes or metallic objects that create noise in the wind. These can startle
woodpeckers and make your property less inviting.
2. Ultrasonic Devices: These devices emit sounds at frequencies that are unpleasant for birds but
inaudible to humans.

Habitat Modification

1. Trim Trees: Regularly trim trees to remove dead branches, which are attractive to woodpeckers for
nesting and foraging.



2. Remove Food Sources: Eliminate insects from your property and seal any sources of sap, as these
can attract woodpeckers.

Humane Deterrents

If prevention techniques do not yield results, consider humane deterrents. It’s essential to comply
with local wildlife regulations before taking action.

Repellents

1. Bird Spikes: Installing bird spikes on ledges can prevent woodpeckers from landing and pecking at
surfaces.
2. Scent Repellents: Some commercial products are designed to deter birds with unpleasant smells.
Look for those specifically made for woodpeckers.

Decoys

1. Predator Decoys: Place decoys of natural predators, such as owls or hawks, near affected areas.
This can create a sense of danger for woodpeckers.
2. Fake Woodpeckers: Hanging models of woodpeckers may confuse real ones and make them think
the area is already claimed.

Professional Help

If the problem persists despite your best efforts, it may be time to consult with professionals. Here are
some options:

1. Wildlife Control Services: These professionals can assess the situation and provide humane removal
options tailored to your property.
2. Bird Experts: Ornithologists or local birdwatching groups may offer insights into specific
woodpecker species and their behaviors.

Legal Considerations

Before taking any action against woodpeckers, it’s important to understand the legal implications.
Many woodpecker species are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act in the United States.
Here are steps to ensure compliance:

1. Research Local Laws: Check local regulations regarding the treatment and removal of
woodpeckers.



2. Obtain Permits: If removal is necessary, obtain any required permits to avoid legal issues.

Long-term Solutions

To ensure that woodpeckers do not return in the future, consider implementing long-term strategies:

- Regular Property Maintenance: Keep your property in good shape to deter insects and maintain
structural integrity.
- Community Awareness: Share your experiences with neighbors. If everyone is proactive, it may help
reduce the local woodpecker population.

Conclusion

In summary, how to get rid of woodpeckers involves a combination of understanding their behavior,
implementing prevention techniques, and utilizing humane deterrents. By assessing the damage,
taking proactive measures, and considering professional help when necessary, you can protect your
home and property from these persistent birds. Remember, while woodpeckers can be a nuisance,
they also play a vital role in the ecosystem, so always aim for humane solutions that allow for
coexistence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective methods to deter woodpeckers from
my home?
Some effective methods include using visual deterrents like reflective tape or aluminum foil, installing
plastic owls or snakes, and applying noise-making devices like wind chimes.

Are there any specific repellents that can help keep
woodpeckers away?
Yes, commercial bird repellents, including those made from capsaicin or methyl anthranilate, can be
sprayed on areas woodpeckers frequent to deter them.

How can I prevent woodpeckers from damaging my house?
To prevent damage, ensure your home is well-maintained, repair any holes or soft spots, and consider
using woodpecker-proof siding or netting.

Do woodpeckers harm trees or plants in my yard?
While woodpeckers primarily feed on insects, they can cause damage to trees by drilling holes,
particularly if they are searching for larvae or creating nesting sites.



What time of year are woodpeckers most active, and how can
I address this?
Woodpeckers are most active in spring and summer during mating season. To address this, it’s best
to implement deterrents before this period to minimize potential damage.

Is it legal to remove or trap woodpeckers?
In many areas, woodpeckers are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, so it is illegal to trap
or harm them without a permit. It's best to use deterrents instead.

Can sound devices effectively keep woodpeckers away?
Yes, sound devices that produce predator calls or distress signals can be effective in keeping
woodpeckers at bay, but they may require frequent repositioning or changing to maintain
effectiveness.

How can I identify the type of woodpecker causing issues at
my home?
You can identify woodpeckers by their size, color patterns, and distinctive markings. Observing their
behavior and the type of damage they cause can also provide clues.
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