How To Make A Cape

How to make a cape is a skill that can add a touch of elegance and flair to
any wardrobe. Whether you're preparing for a costume party, a theatrical
production, or simply want to showcase your sewing skills, creating a cape
can be a rewarding project. This guide will walk you through the process
step-by-step, ensuring that you can craft a stylish and functional cape that
suits your needs.

Materials Needed

Before starting your project, it's essential to gather all the necessary
materials. Here's a list of what you will need:

e Fabric (wool, cotton, or fleece are great choices)

e Measuring tape

e Scissors

e Tailor’s chalk or fabric marker

e Pins



e Sewing machine (or needle and thread for hand sewing)
e Iron

e Optional: Lining fabric, decorative elements (buttons, embroidery, etc.)

Choosing the Right Fabric

Selecting the right fabric is crucial for the look and functionality of your
cape. Here are some factors to consider:

1. Purpose of the Cape

- Costume Use: For costumes, consider fabrics that are more dramatic, such as
velvet or satin.

- Everyday Wear: For a casual cape, opt for cotton or fleece, which are
comfortable and easy to work with.

2. Weight and Drape

- Lightweight Fabrics: These are perfect for warmer weather or layering.
- Heavyweight Fabrics: Ideal for colder climates, providing warmth and
structure.

Taking Measurements

Accurate measurements will ensure that your cape fits perfectly. Here’s how
to measure:

1. Neck Circumference: Measure around the base of your neck.

2. Shoulder Width: Measure from one shoulder to the other.

3. Length of the Cape: Determine how long you want the cape to be (from
neck to desired hem). A common length is between 30 to 50 inches.



Creating the Cape Pattern

Once you have your measurements, it's time to create a pattern. You can
either draft your own pattern or use an existing one.

1. Drafting Your Own Pattern

- Draw a Half-Circle: Use a large piece of paper and draw a half-circle based
on your neck circumference. This will form the neckline of the cape.

- Extend the Length: From the neck point, measure down to your desired length
and draw a straight line to form the hem.

2. Using Existing Patterns

- Look for cape patterns in sewing books or online. These often come with
size options and additional design features.

Cutting the Fabric

Now that you have your pattern, it’s time to cut the fabric.

1. Prepare the Fabric

- Pre-Wash: If you're using cotton or another washable fabric, pre-wash it to
prevent shrinkage later.
- Iron the Fabric: Smooth out any wrinkles for accurate cutting.

2. Cut the Fabric

- Pin your pattern to the fabric and carefully cut around it, leaving about a
half-inch seam allowance.

Sewing the Cape Together

With your fabric pieces cut, it’s time to assemble your cape.



1. Sew the Cape Edges

- Pin the Edges: Align the edges of the fabric and pin them together.
- Sew the Edges: Using a sewing machine, sew along the edge of the fabric. If
you are hand sewing, use a running stitch or a backstitch for durability.

2. Adding Lining (Optional)

- If you want a more polished look, consider adding a lining. Cut a second
piece of fabric using the same pattern and sew it to the inside of the cape.

Adding a Closure

Depending on the style you desire, you may want to add a closure to your
cape.

1. Types of Closures

- Buttons and Buttonholes: Classic and stylish; ensure your buttonholes are
evenly spaced.

- Snap Fasteners: Easy to use and can be hidden under the fabric for a clean
look.

- Ties or Ribbon: Perfect for a casual cape; simply sew or attach ties at the
neck.

2. Attaching the Closure

- Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for your chosen closure type,
ensuring it is securely fastened.

Finishing Touches

To give your cape a personal flair, consider adding some decorative elements.

1. Hemming the Cape

- Fold the raw edges of the cape’s bottom hem about half an inch and pin,
then sew to create a clean finish.



2. Embellishments

- Embroidery: Personalize your cape with embroidered designs.

- Pockets: Add small pockets for practicality.

- Trim and Borders: Sew on lace, ribbon, or other decorative trim for added
style.

Final Steps and Care Instructions

After completing your cape, it's important to take care of it properly.

1. Ironing the Cape

- Gently iron your cape on a low setting to remove any creases and give it a
professional finish.

2. Care Instructions

- Always check the fabric care label. Most capes can be machine washed, but
delicate fabrics may require hand washing or dry cleaning.

Conclusion

Learning how to make a cape is a fantastic way to enhance your sewing skills
while creating a unique piece of clothing. With the right materials,
measurements, and techniques, you can craft a stunning cape that serves
various purposes. Whether for fashion, costume, or simply for fun, your
handmade cape is sure to turn heads and evoke admiration. So gather your
supplies, unleash your creativity, and enjoy the process of making something
truly special!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make a simple cape?

You will need fabric (like satin or fleece), scissors, a sewing machine or
needle and thread, pins, and possibly a pattern for guidance.



How do I measure for the right size when making a
cape?

Measure the neck circumference and the desired length of the cape from the
neck to the hem. Use these measurements to cut your fabric accordingly.

Can I make a cape without sewing?

Yes, you can use fabric glue or no-sew tape to hem the edges and attach any
closures, making it a quick and easy option.

What type of fabric is best for a costume cape?

Lightweight fabrics like satin or tulle work well for costume capes, while
heavier fabrics like wool or fleece are great for warmth and everyday wear.

How do I add a hood to my cape?

To add a hood, cut a separate piece of fabric in a semicircle shape, sew it
to the neckline of the cape, and ensure it fits comfortably over the head.

What are some creative ways to fasten a cape?

You can use buttons, snaps, hooks and eyes, or a simple tie made from the
same fabric to fasten your cape securely.

How can I embellish my cape to make it unique?

Consider adding embellishments like sequins, embroidery, or fabric paint, or
even attach a contrasting lining for a pop of color.

What are some popular styles of capes to make?

Popular styles include the classic superhero cape, a medieval cloaked cape, a
trendy poncho-style cape, or a simple shawl cape for a chic look.
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