
How To Make Baking Powder

How to make baking powder is a question that many home bakers find themselves asking, especially
when they discover they are out of this essential leavening agent. Baking powder is a crucial
ingredient that helps baked goods rise and achieve that perfect fluffy texture. Understanding how to
create baking powder at home not only empowers you in the kitchen but also allows you to control
the ingredients you use. In this article, we will explore the science behind baking powder, the different
types available, and a step-by-step guide on how to make it.

The Science of Baking Powder

Baking powder is a leavening agent that consists of a combination of an acid and a base, which react
when moistened and heated to produce carbon dioxide gas. This gas forms bubbles in the batter or
dough, causing it to rise. There are two main types of baking powder: single-acting and double-acting.

Single-Acting Baking Powder

Single-acting baking powder releases carbon dioxide when it becomes wet. This means that recipes
using single-acting baking powder must be baked immediately after mixing to take advantage of the
leavening action.

Double-Acting Baking Powder

Double-acting baking powder contains two acids that react at different stages: one reacts when cold
(when the batter is mixed), and the second reacts when heated (during baking). This allows for a
more extended leavening process, making it more versatile for various recipes.



Ingredients Needed to Make Baking Powder

Making your own baking powder is straightforward and requires just a few basic ingredients. Here’s
what you’ll need:

1. Baking Soda: A base that is essential to the leavening process.
2. Cream of Tartar: An acidic component that reacts with baking soda to produce carbon dioxide.
3. Cornstarch (optional): Used to absorb moisture and prevent clumping, especially if you plan to
store your baking powder.

Step-by-Step Guide to Make Baking Powder

Creating your own baking powder at home is a simple process. Follow these steps to make both
single-acting and double-acting baking powder.

Single-Acting Baking Powder

1. Gather Your Ingredients: You will need 1 part baking soda and 2 parts cream of tartar.
2. Mix the Ingredients: In a small bowl, combine the baking soda and cream of tartar. For example, if
you use 1 teaspoon of baking soda, you should use 2 teaspoons of cream of tartar.
3. Store Properly: If you have any leftover, store it in an airtight container to keep it dry.

Double-Acting Baking Powder

1. Gather Your Ingredients: You will need 1 part baking soda, 2 parts cream of tartar, and 1 part
cornstarch.
2. Measure Your Ingredients:
- For example, you can use 1 teaspoon of baking soda, 2 teaspoons of cream of tartar, and 1 teaspoon
of cornstarch.
3. Mix the Ingredients: In a bowl, combine the baking soda, cream of tartar, and cornstarch.
4. Store Properly: Keep the mixture in an airtight container to maintain its effectiveness.

Why Make Your Own Baking Powder?

There are several reasons why you might want to make your own baking powder:

- Control Ingredients: You can avoid additives and preservatives often found in store-bought baking
powder.
- Freshness: Homemade baking powder can be fresher than what you find in stores, ensuring better
leavening power.
- Cost-Effective: Making your own can save money, especially if you bake frequently.



Common Baking Powder Substitutes

If you’re in a pinch and don’t have the ingredients to make baking powder, there are several
substitutes you can consider:

1. Baking Soda and Vinegar: For every teaspoon of baking powder, use 1/4 teaspoon baking soda and
1/2 teaspoon vinegar. Mix the vinegar into the wet ingredients.
2. Baking Soda and Lemon Juice: Similar to vinegar, lemon juice can be used as an acid to activate
baking soda.
3. Baking Soda and Yogurt: Use 1/2 teaspoon baking soda plus 1/4 cup plain yogurt (reduce the liquid
in your recipe accordingly).
4. Self-Rising Flour: If your recipe allows, you can substitute all-purpose flour with self-rising flour,
which contains baking powder and salt.

Tips for Using Baking Powder

To get the best results from your homemade baking powder, keep these tips in mind:

- Check Freshness: Baking powder can lose its potency over time. To test if your baking powder is still
effective, mix a small amount (about 1 teaspoon) with hot water. It should fizz vigorously if it’s still
active.
- Use the Right Amount: Follow the recipe closely. Using too much baking powder can cause baked
goods to rise too quickly and then collapse.
- Incorporate Properly: Mix your dry ingredients thoroughly to ensure even distribution of the baking
powder throughout the batter.

Conclusion

Making your own baking powder is a simple and rewarding process that allows you to have control
over the ingredients in your baking. By understanding the science behind it and following the steps
outlined above, you can ensure that your baked goods rise perfectly every time. Whether you choose
to make single-acting or double-acting baking powder, the key is to use fresh ingredients and store
your powder correctly. With this knowledge, you can confidently tackle any baking project, knowing
that you have the leavening agent you need right at your fingertips. Happy baking!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main ingredients needed to make baking
powder at home?
The main ingredients needed to make baking powder at home are baking soda, cream of tartar, and
optionally cornstarch.



How do I make homemade baking powder using baking soda
and cream of tartar?
To make homemade baking powder, mix 1 part baking soda with 2 parts cream of tartar. For
example, 1 teaspoon of baking soda with 2 teaspoons of cream of tartar.

Can I substitute baking powder with homemade baking
powder in recipes?
Yes, you can substitute homemade baking powder for store-bought baking powder in recipes, using
the same measurement.

Is it necessary to add cornstarch when making baking
powder?
Cornstarch is not necessary, but it helps to prevent clumping and keeps the baking powder dry. If you
choose to add it, use 1 part cornstarch to 1 part baking soda and 2 parts cream of tartar.

How long does homemade baking powder last?
Homemade baking powder can last for about 3 months if stored in an airtight container in a cool, dry
place.

What happens if I use expired baking powder in my baking?
Using expired baking powder can result in baked goods that do not rise properly, leading to dense
and flat products.

Can I make baking powder using vinegar or lemon juice?
Yes, you can create a baking powder effect by combining baking soda with vinegar or lemon juice.
Use 1/2 teaspoon of baking soda with 1 tablespoon of vinegar or lemon juice to replace 1 teaspoon of
baking powder.

What are some common recipes that require baking powder?
Common recipes that require baking powder include pancakes, muffins, cakes, and biscuits.
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