
How To Make Mulled Wine

How to make mulled wine is a delightful endeavor that brings warmth and cheer,
especially during the colder months. This spiced, aromatic drink is traditionally enjoyed
during the winter holidays and at festive gatherings. The process of making mulled wine is
as much about the journey as it is about the final product. With the right ingredients and
techniques, you can create a cozy beverage that will impress your friends and family. In
this guide, we will explore the history of mulled wine, the ingredients you need, the step-
by-step process to make it, and some tips for customization and serving.



History of Mulled Wine

Mulled wine has a rich history that dates back to ancient times. The practice of heating
and spicing wine can be traced back to the Romans, who would warm wine during cold
winters. They believed that spices not only enhanced the flavor of the wine but also had
health benefits. As the centuries passed, different cultures adopted and adapted the
practice, leading to unique variations of mulled wine across Europe.

- In medieval England, mulled wine was known as "hypocras," named after the Greek
physician Hippocrates. It was often served at banquets and celebrations.
- In Germany, the drink is known as "Glühwein," which translates to "glow wine," and is
typically made with red wine, spices, and citrus fruits.
- In Scandinavian countries, mulled wine is referred to as "glögg," which is usually
fortified with spirits like vodka or aquavit.

Today, mulled wine is a staple at Christmas markets and holiday gatherings, cherished for
its warmth and festive spice profile.

Ingredients for Mulled Wine

To create the perfect mulled wine, you will need a combination of quality ingredients that
will meld beautifully together. Here’s a breakdown of what you’ll need:

1. Wine
- Type of Wine: A full-bodied red wine is typically preferred, such as Cabernet Sauvignon,
Merlot, or Zinfandel. Avoid overly sweet wines.
- Quantity: One bottle (750 ml) is generally sufficient for about four servings.

2. Spices
- Cinnamon Sticks: 2-3 sticks for a warm, sweet aroma.
- Cloves: 5-6 whole cloves for a deep, earthy flavor.
- Star Anise: 1-2 pieces for a hint of licorice-like sweetness.
- Nutmeg: A pinch of freshly grated nutmeg adds warmth.

3. Citrus Fruits
- Oranges: 1-2 oranges for zest and slices. The zest adds a bright flavor, while the slices
provide visual appeal.
- Lemons: Optional, for a touch of acidity.



4. Sweeteners
- Sugar: 1/4 to 1/2 cup of granulated sugar, brown sugar, or honey, depending on your
sweetness preference.
- Maple Syrup: An alternative sweetener that adds depth.

5. Optional Ingredients
- Brandy: A splash for added warmth and complexity.
- Apple Cider: Replacing part of the wine with apple cider can create a sweeter, fruitier
version.
- Vanilla: A split vanilla bean can enhance the aromatic profile.

Step-by-Step Instructions to Make Mulled Wine

Making mulled wine is a straightforward process that involves simmering your ingredients
to allow the flavors to meld. Follow these easy steps:

Step 1: Gather Your Ingredients
Ensure you have all your ingredients prepped and ready at hand. This includes washing
the oranges and lemons, measuring out your spices and sweeteners, and having a large
pot for simmering.

Step 2: Prepare the Fruit
- Slice the oranges into rounds, and if you’re using lemons, slice them as well. You can also
zest the oranges using a grater or zester to enhance the citrus flavor.

Step 3: Combine Ingredients in a Pot
- In a large pot, pour the wine and add the sliced fruit, spices, and sweeteners. If using
brandy or apple cider, add it at this stage as well.

Step 4: Heat the Mixture
- Place the pot over low to medium heat. It is crucial not to boil the wine, as boiling can
evaporate the alcohol and alter the flavor. Instead, aim for a gentle simmer.

Step 5: Simmer and Infuse
- Allow the mixture to simmer for at least 20-30 minutes. This process lets the spices and
fruit infuse their flavors into the wine. The longer you let it simmer, the more robust the
flavor will be.



Step 6: Taste and Adjust
- After simmering, taste the mulled wine. If it needs more sweetness, you can add
additional sugar or honey. For more spice, add a bit more of your desired spices.

Step 7: Strain and Serve
- Once you're satisfied with the flavor, strain the mulled wine through a fine sieve to
remove the spices and fruit pieces. Pour the wine into heatproof mugs or glasses.

Customization and Variations

One of the wonderful aspects of how to make mulled wine is the flexibility it offers. Here
are some tips for customizing your mulled wine to your taste preference:

1. Explore Different Wines
- While red wine is the classic choice, you can experiment with white wines (like Riesling
or Pinot Grigio) for a lighter version. You can also try rosé wine for a unique twist.

2. Try Different Sweeteners
- Experiment with varying types of sweeteners. For a richer flavor, consider brown sugar
or maple syrup. For a healthier option, you may try agave nectar or stevia.

3. Add Seasonal Fruits
- Feel free to add other fruits, such as apples, cranberries, or pomegranates, to create a
more complex flavor profile.

4. Experiment with Herbs
- Fresh herbs like rosemary or thyme can add an aromatic quality to your mulled wine.
Consider adding a sprig during the simmering process for an earthy touch.

5. Garnish Creatively
- When serving, consider garnishing with additional citrus slices, a cinnamon stick, or even
a sprig of fresh mint for a pop of color and flavor.



Serving Suggestions

To enhance the experience of enjoying mulled wine, consider these serving suggestions:

- Mugs or Glasses: Use heatproof glass mugs or ceramic cups to showcase the vibrant
color of the mulled wine.
- Accompaniments: Serve with festive snacks like cheese platters, spiced nuts, or
gingerbread cookies for a complete holiday experience.
- Presentation: Consider garnishing each serving with a cinnamon stick or a slice of
orange for a visually appealing presentation.

Conclusion

Now that you know how to make mulled wine, you can enjoy this festive drink during the
holidays or any chilly evening. The process of making mulled wine not only fills your home
with delightful aromas but also creates a cozy atmosphere perfect for gathering with loved
ones. Remember, the beauty of mulled wine lies in its versatility—feel free to experiment
with different ingredients and adjustments to make it truly your own. So gather your
supplies, put on some holiday music, and enjoy the warm, spiced goodness that is mulled
wine!

Frequently Asked Questions

What ingredients do I need to make mulled wine?
To make mulled wine, you'll need red wine, sugar, cinnamon sticks, cloves, star anise,
orange slices, and sometimes brandy or apple cider.

Can I use white wine for making mulled wine?
Yes, you can use white wine to make a variation known as 'mulled white wine,' but it will
have a different flavor profile than traditional red mulled wine.

How long should I simmer mulled wine?
Simmer the mulled wine on low heat for about 20 to 30 minutes, allowing the spices to
infuse without boiling.

What type of red wine is best for mulled wine?
A medium-bodied red wine such as Merlot, Zinfandel, or Cabernet Sauvignon works well
for mulled wine.



Can I make mulled wine in a slow cooker?
Yes, you can make mulled wine in a slow cooker by combining all ingredients and heating
on low for 2 to 3 hours.

How can I make mulled wine non-alcoholic?
To make non-alcoholic mulled wine, use grape juice or apple cider as a base and add the
same spices and fruits.

What is the best way to serve mulled wine?
Serve mulled wine warm in heatproof glasses or mugs, garnished with a cinnamon stick
and an orange slice.

Can I prepare mulled wine ahead of time?
Yes, you can prepare mulled wine ahead of time and reheat it gently before serving.

What are some variations of mulled wine recipes?
Variations include adding ingredients like ginger, cardamom, or even a splash of flavored
liqueurs like Grand Marnier or Amaretto.

How do I store leftover mulled wine?
Store leftover mulled wine in an airtight container in the refrigerator for up to 3 days;
reheat gently before serving.
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