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Creating your own longboard deck can be a rewarding and enjoyable project that allows you to
customize a board to fit your riding style and preferences. Whether you're an experienced
woodworker or a beginner looking to dive into a new hobby, this guide will walk you through the
steps needed to craft a longboard deck from start to finish. In this article, we will cover the materials
needed, the design process, the construction steps, and finishing touches to ensure your longboard
deck is both functional and aesthetically pleasing.

Materials Needed

Before you begin making your longboard deck, it's essential to gather all the necessary materials
and tools. Here's a comprehensive list:

Materials

- Wood: Choose between plywood, maple, bamboo, or a combination of these for a durable deck.
- Wood Glue: High-quality wood glue for laminating layers.

- Sandpaper: Various grits (80, 120, and 220) for smoothing surfaces.

- Clear Sealant or Varnish: For protecting the wood once completed.

- Grip Tape: For providing traction on the deck surface.

- Paint or Stain: Optional for adding color or finish to your deck.

Tools

- Jigsaw or Circular Saw: For cutting the wood into desired shapes.
- Clamps: To hold the wood pieces together while the glue dries.
- Router: For rounding edges and creating a clean finish.



- Drill: For making holes for the truck mounts.
- Measuring Tape: To ensure accurate measurements.
- Straight Edge or Ruler: For drawing straight lines and guiding cuts.

Designing Your Longboard Deck

The first step in making your longboard is designing the shape and size of your deck. This will not
only affect the aesthetics of your board but also its performance.

Determine the Size

- Length: Most longboards range from 32 to 60 inches, depending on your preference and riding
style.

- Width: Typically, widths range from 8 to 10 inches. A wider board offers more stability, while a
narrower board allows for easier maneuverability.

Choose the Shape

There are various shapes of longboard decks, and selecting one depends on your riding style:
- Cruiser: Wider and more stable for casual riding.

- Freeride: Symmetrical shapes for tricks and sliding.

- Downhill: Stiffer and lower to the ground for high-speed stability.

- Pintail: A classic shape great for cruising.

Sketch Your Design

Once you've determined the size and shape, sketch your design on paper. Include details such as:
- Nose and tail shape

- Wheel cutouts (if needed)

- Any graphics or patterns to be incorporated into your design

Preparing the Wood

Now that you have your design, it's time to prepare the wood.

Selecting Wood Layers

If you're using multiple layers (like plywood), choose the number based on the desired thickness and
durability:

- 3-5 layers: For a standard longboard.

- More layers: For added strength and flexibility.



Cutting the Wood

1. Transfer your design onto the wood using a pencil and straight edge.
2. Carefully cut out the shape using a jigsaw or circular saw. Make sure to wear protective eyewear.
3. If you're using multiple layers, repeat the cutting process for each layer.

Laminating the Layers

1. Apply wood glue evenly between each layer.

2. Stack the layers together, ensuring they align perfectly.

3. Use clamps to hold the layers together while the glue dries. Follow the glue manufacturer’s
instructions for drying time.

Shaping the Deck

Once the glue has dried, it’s time to shape the deck further.

Trimming Edges

- Use a jigsaw or router to trim any excess wood and refine the edges of the deck.
- Sand edges smoothly to avoid splinters.

Adding Wheel Cutouts

If you plan to use larger wheels, you may need to create wheel cutouts:
1. Measure the wheel size and mark cutouts on the underside of the deck.
2. Use a jigsaw to carefully cut out the marked areas.

Sanding and Finishing the Deck

Now that your deck is shaped, it’s time to finish it.

Sanding the Surface

1. Start with 80 grit sandpaper to remove rough spots and imperfections.
2. Gradually move to 120 grit for a smoother finish.
3. Finish with 220 grit sandpaper for a polished surface.

Applying Finish

1. Wipe down the deck with a clean cloth to remove dust.
2. Apply wood stain or paint if desired, using a brush or spray.



3. Allow it to dry completely, then apply a clear sealant or varnish for protection.

Adding Grip Tape and Hardware

To ensure safety and functionality, grip tape and hardware need to be added.

Applying Grip Tape

1. Measure and cut the grip tape to fit the surface of your deck.
2. Peel off the backing and carefully apply it to the deck, avoiding bubbles.
3. Use a utility knife to trim excess grip tape along the edges.

Attaching Hardware

1. Measure and mark the locations for the truck mounting holes.
2. Drill holes for the trucks, ensuring they align correctly.
3. Attach skateboard trucks using the appropriate screws and nuts.

Final Thoughts

Congratulations! You've successfully made your own longboard deck. With your custom deck
complete, you can now add wheels and bearings, and take it for a spin. Here are some final tips to
ensure your experience is enjoyable:

- Test Ride: Take your longboard for a test ride in a safe area to get a feel for how it rides.
- Safety Gear: Always wear a helmet and protective gear when riding.
- Customizations: Feel free to customize further with stickers, artwork, or a unique paint job.

Making a longboard deck is a fulfilling project that combines creativity, craftsmanship, and fun. By
following these steps, you can create a board tailored to your tastes and riding style, ensuring that
every ride is a unique experience. So gather your materials, unleash your creativity, and enjoy the

ride!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make a longboard deck?

To make a longboard deck, you typically need plywood (maple or bamboo), wood glue, a saw (jigsaw
or circular saw), sandpaper, a router, clamps, and a finish like paint or varnish.



What is the ideal size for a longboard deck?

The ideal size for a longboard deck varies depending on your riding style, but most decks range from
33 to 50 inches in length and 8 to 10 inches in width.

How can I shape my longboard deck for better performance?

To shape your longboard deck for better performance, you can create a concave or camber shape,
which helps with grip and control. Use a router to carve out the edges and achieve the desired
contour.

What type of glue is best for assembling a longboard deck?

The best type of glue for assembling a longboard deck is a high-quality wood glue, such as Titebond
I11, which provides strong adhesion and is waterproof.

How do I finish my longboard deck after shaping it?

After shaping your longboard deck, sand it down to a smooth finish, then apply a wood stain or paint
for aesthetics. Finally, seal it with a clear coat or varnish to protect it from moisture and wear.
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