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How to Cite an eBook MLA is an essential skill for students, researchers, and anyone
engaged in academic writing. The Modern Language Association (MLA) provides specific
guidelines for citing various sources, including eBooks. As digital literature becomes
increasingly prevalent, knowing how to properly reference these sources is vital for
maintaining academic integrity and enhancing the credibility of your work. This article will
provide a comprehensive guide on how to cite an eBook in MLA format, including the
fundamental principles of MLA citation, examples of eBook citations, and tips for managing
your sources effectively.

Understanding MLA Citation Style

MLA citation style is widely used in the humanities, particularly in literature, philosophy,
and the arts. The purpose of MLA citation is to provide clear and consistent guidelines for
citing sources, allowing readers to locate the original materials easily. Here are some key
features of MLA citation style:

Core Principles

1. Author: Always start with the author’s last name, followed by a comma and the first
name.

2. Title of Source: The title of the book should be italicized. If it's part of a larger work, the
title should be in quotation marks.



3. Publisher: Include the name of the publisher.

4. Publication Date: Provide the year the book was published.

5. Medium of Publication: Indicate the format, such as Print or eBook. For eBooks, specify
the platform if necessary.

6. Location: For online sources, include the URL or DOI if applicable.

Structure of an eBook Citation

The general structure for citing an eBook in MLA format is as follows:

- Author Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication. Name of eBook
Platform, URL or DOI if applicable.

How to Cite Different Types of eBooks

When citing eBooks, it’s essential to recognize that there are various formats and platforms
available. Below are examples of how to cite different types of eBooks in MLA format.

Citing an eBook from a Specific Platform

For eBooks downloaded from platforms such as Kindle or Google Books, the citation should
include the platform name:

- Smith, John. The Future of Technology. Penguin Books, 2020. Kindle ed.
If a URL is available, it's also important to include it:

- Smith, John. The Future of Technology. Penguin Books, 2020. Google Books,
www.google.com/books/xyz123.

Citing an eBook Without a Specific Platform

If the eBook is available in a non-specific format, the citation may look like this:

- Johnson, Mary. History of Art: A Comprehensive Guide. Oxford University Press, 2019.
eBook.

Citing an Edited eBook

For edited eBooks, the citation should include the editor's name:



- Brown, Lisa, editor. Anthology of Modern Poetry. HarperCollins, 2018. eBook.

Citing an eBook with Multiple Authors

When citing an eBook with multiple authors, list the first author followed by "et al." for
additional authors:

- Taylor, Robert, et al. Exploring the Universe. Cambridge University Press, 2021. eBook.

Citing a Chapter from an eBook

If you're citing a specific chapter from an eBook, follow this format:

- Miller, Sarah. “The Impact of Climate Change.” Environmental Studies: An Overview,
edited by John Doe, Routledge, 2022. eBook.

Citing a Classic Work in eBook Format

For classic literature available in eBook format, include the original publication date:

- Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice. 1813. Penguin Classics, 2020. eBook.

Formatting Your Works Cited Page

When compiling a Works Cited page, it’s crucial to follow specific formatting rules in MLA
style. Here’s how to present your citations correctly:

General Guidelines

1. Title: Center the title "Works Cited" at the top of the page.

2. Double-spacing: Ensure that all entries are double-spaced.

3. Hanging Indent: Use a hanging indent for each citation, meaning that the first line is flush
left, and subsequent lines are indented.

4. Alphabetical Order: Arrange your citations alphabetically by the author's last name.

5. Consistent Font: Use a legible font, such as Times New Roman, size 12.

Tips for Effective eBook Citation

Citing eBooks can sometimes be challenging due to the variety of formats and platforms.



Here are some tips to streamline the process:

Organizing Your Sources

- Use Citation Management Tools: Consider using tools like Zotero, EndNote, or Mendeley to
manage your citations effectively. These tools can help you store and organize your sources
and generate citations in various formats, including MLA.

- Keep Detailed Notes: As you research, maintain detailed notes about each source,
including bibliographic information, page numbers, and summaries. This practice can
simplify the citation process later.

Consulting the MLA Handbook

- Refer to the Latest Edition: The MLA Handbook is the authoritative resource for citation
guidelines. Always consult the latest edition for the most accurate and updated information
regarding eBook citations.

- Check Online Resources: Websites like Purdue OWL or the MLA Style Center provide
valuable insights and examples of MLA citations.

Double-Check Your Citations

- Accuracy Matters: Ensure that your citations are accurate and complete. Small mistakes
can lead to confusion and misinterpretation of your sources.

- Peer Review: If possible, have a peer review your citations to catch any errors you might
have missed.

Conclusion

In conclusion, mastering the art of citing eBooks in MLA format is an invaluable skill for
anyone engaged in academic writing. By understanding the core principles of MLA citation,
recognizing the different formats of eBooks, and following specific guidelines for your Works
Cited page, you can ensure that your citations are accurate and consistent. Remember to
utilize available resources, such as citation management tools and the MLA Handbook, to
streamline the process. With practice, citing eBooks will become a straightforward and
efficient task, allowing you to focus more on your research and writing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the general format for citing an ebook in MLA?

The general format for citing an ebook in MLA is: Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of



Book. Publisher, Year of Publication. eBook format.

How do | cite an ebook with multiple authors in MLA?

For an ebook with multiple authors, list the first author's name in reverse order followed by
the second author's name in normal order. For example: Last Name, First Name, and First
Name Last Name. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication. eBook format.

Do | need to include the URL when citing an ebook in
MLA?

In MLA format, you generally do not need to include the URL for an ebook, unless required
by your instructor or if the ebook is only available online.

How should | format the title of an ebook in my
citation?

The title of the ebook should be italicized. For example: Title of Book. Make sure to use title
case, capitalizing the first and major words.

What if the ebook does not have a traditional
publisher?

If the ebook does not have a traditional publisher, you can use the name of the website or
platform where it was published, followed by the year of publication.

How do | cite an ebook with a specific edition in MLA?

When citing an ebook with a specific edition, include the edition after the title. For example:
Title of Book. 2nd ed., Publisher, Year of Publication. eBook format.

Should | include the format of the ebook in my citation?

Yes, you should include the format of the ebook at the end of the citation, such as 'Kindle
ed.' or 'PDF file'.

How do I cite an edited ebook in MLA?

For an edited ebook, start with the editor's name followed by 'editor' and then the title. For
example: Last Name, First Name, editor. Title of Book. Publisher, Year of Publication. eBook
format.

What if the ebook is part of a series?

If the ebook is part of a series, include the series title after the title of the book. For
example: Title of Book. Series Title, Publisher, Year of Publication. eBook format.
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Learn how to cite a ebook in MLA format with our easy-to-follow guide. Get clear examples and tips
to ensure your citations are accurate. Discover how!
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