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I Supreme Court Case Study 14
Legality of Segregation by Race
Plessy v. Ferguson, 1896

sossnssnnnnnnesss Background of the Case sssssssssnvsvcss

In 1890 Louisiana passed a law ordering railroads in the state to “provide equal but separate
accommodations for the white and colored races.” Violations of the law carried a fine of $25 or
20 days in jail. Railway personnel were responsible for assigning seats according to race.

On June 7, 1892, Homer A. Plessy, who was one-cighth African American, decided 1o 1est
the law's validity by sitting in the white section of a train going from New Orleans o
Covingron, Louisiana. When a conducior ordered Plessy to give up his seat, he refused. He was
then armested and imprisoned in a New Orleans jail. He was tried by a New Orleans court
and found guilty of having violated the Lonisiana law described above. He appeated 1o the
Louisiana Suprems Court, which found the law valid. Plessy then -Iﬁ‘ﬁl'l‘d to the United States
Supreme Court, claiming his conviction and the Louisiana raitroad law were unconstitutional
because they violated the Thinteenth and Fourteenth Amendments.
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In the Reconstruction period after the Civil War, although slavery had been abolished by
the Thirteenth Amendment, African Americans lived in a segregated society. especially in
the South. The Fourteenth Amendment banned the deprivation of life, liberty, or property
without “due process of ke Yet laws were passed in southern states that required
segregated schools, theaters, parks, buses, and railroad trains. The Plessy case challenged the
constitutionality of these so-called Jim Crow practices

Homer A. Plessy challenged the constitutionality of segregation laws in Lowisiana.

He hased his appeal on the Thireenth Amendment, which abolished slovery, and the
Fourtcenth Amendment, which prohibdited the states from denying “the equal protection
'l_'l" l"u' ]ﬂ'h & b any lﬂ'mll'l

sssssssssnssas The Supreme Court’s Decision ssssssssssvess

A mapority of the Court denied Plessy’s appeal and upheld the practice of segregation as
required by the Louisiana law. Justice Henry Brown wroe the majority opinion. First, the
ruling brushed aside the relevance to the case of the Thirteenth Amendment. Brown wrote that
"a kegal distinction between white and colored races . . . has no tendency 1o destroy the legal
n]u.‘.]lt\. n:l-F'I]w [iaw rJl.n"

The rest of the Court’s opinion, however, dealt with the applicabality of the Fourteenth
Amendment. Brown concluded that this amendment admed strictly “to enforce the absolute
equality of the two races before the law,” but that it "coubd not have been intended to abolsh
distinctions based on color, or (o enforce social, as distinguished from political, equality .. ..~
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How cases reach the Supreme Court is a critical aspect of understanding the judicial system in the
United States. The Supreme Court, established by the Constitution, has the ultimate authority in
interpreting the laws of the land. However, not all cases make it to this highest court. Various factors
influence how cases reach the Supreme Court, including the nature of the case, the legal questions
involved, and the procedural steps taken by the parties involved. This article will explore the journey
of cases as they ascend to the Supreme Court, detailing the processes and criteria that determine
which cases are worthy of consideration.



Understanding the Structure of the U.S. Court System

Before delving into how cases reach the Supreme Court, it's essential to understand the structure of
the U.S. court system. The judiciary is divided into several levels:

1. Federal Courts

- District Courts: These are the trial courts of the federal system. Most federal cases begin here.
- Circuit Courts of Appeals: These courts review cases from the district courts and can uphold,
reverse, or remand decisions.

2. State Courts

- State Trial Courts: Similar to federal district courts, these handle the majority of cases at the state
level.

- State Appellate Courts: These courts review decisions from state trial courts.

- State Supreme Courts: The highest court within a state, which can hear appeals from lower state
courts.

Criteria for Supreme Court Review

Not all cases that are appealed to the Supreme Court are accepted for review. The Court receives
thousands of petitions each year but typically hears only about 70 to 100 cases. Here are some key
criteria that influence which cases are granted certiorari:

1. Importance of the Legal Question

The Supreme Court often looks for cases that present significant constitutional questions or issues of
national importance. Examples include:

- Civil rights
- Federal laws and regulations
- Conflicts between state and federal laws

2. Conflict in Lower Court Decisions

When different circuit courts of appeals reach conflicting conclusions on a legal issue, the Supreme
Court may step in to resolve the discrepancy. This ensures a uniform interpretation of federal law
across the country.



3. Legal Precedents

The Court is often guided by previous rulings and the desire to uphold or overturn established
precedents. Cases that challenge longstanding interpretations of the law are more likely to be
considered.

4. Amicus Curiae Briefs

Amicus curiae, or "friend of the court," briefs can influence the Court's decision to hear a case. These
briefs are submitted by individuals or organizations that are not parties to the case but have an
interest in its outcome. They can provide additional insights or perspectives that highlight the case's
significance.

The Process of Getting to the Supreme Court

The journey of a case to the Supreme Court involves several steps. Here's a detailed breakdown of
that process:

1. Filing a Petition for Writ of Certiorari

- After a case is decided in a lower court, the losing party can file a petition for a writ of certiorari with
the Supreme Court.
- This petition must outline the legal questions and the reasons why the Court should hear the case.

2. The Rule of Four

- The Supreme Court employs the Rule of Four, which means that at least four justices must agree to
hear a case for it to be accepted.

- If fewer than four justices agree, the lower court's decision stands, and the case does not move
forward.

3. Briefing and Oral Arguments

- Once a case is accepted, both parties submit written briefs outlining their arguments and supporting
evidence.

- Amicus curiae briefs may also be submitted during this phase.

- After the briefs are filed, the Court schedules oral arguments, where each side presents their case
and answers questions from the justices.



4. Deliberation and Decision

- Following oral arguments, the justices deliberate privately to discuss the case.
- They vote on the outcome, and a majority opinion is drafted, which may also include concurring and
dissenting opinions.

Types of Cases That Reach the Supreme Court

The Supreme Court hears a variety of case types. Understanding these can provide insight into the
Court's role in American society:

1. Constitutional Cases

- Cases that challenge the interpretation of the Constitution are among the most common.
- These include issues related to free speech, due process, and equal protection under the law.

2. Federal Statute Cases

- Cases involving federal laws or regulations can also reach the Supreme Court.
- This may include disputes regarding the interpretation of federal statutes or administrative
regulations.

3. State vs. Federal Cases

- Cases that involve conflicts between state laws and federal laws often require Supreme Court
review.
- These cases help define the balance of power between state and federal authority.

Challenges in the Supreme Court Process

While the process of how cases reach the Supreme Court is established, several challenges can affect
the outcomes:

1. Accessibility of Legal Representation

- Many parties may struggle to secure adequate legal representation, limiting their ability to navigate
the complex judicial system.
- This can affect their chances of appealing to the Supreme Court.



2. Resources and Costs

- The financial burden of pursuing a case to the Supreme Court can be prohibitive for many individuals
or organizations.
- Legal fees, filing costs, and other expenses can deter parties from seeking justice at this level.

3. Political and Social Influences

- The Supreme Court is not immune to the influences of public opinion, political pressures, and social
movements.
- These factors can shape the types of cases that are pursued and the decisions made by the justices.

Conclusion

Understanding how cases reach the Supreme Court is essential for grasping the complexities of the
U.S. judicial system. The process involves various steps, criteria, and challenges that can significantly
impact the outcome of legal disputes. By examining the structure of the court system, the criteria for
Supreme Court review, and the types of cases that typically reach this highest court, we gain insight
into the critical role the Supreme Court plays in interpreting and upholding the law. Ultimately, the
journey to the Supreme Court is not only about legal principles but also about ensuring justice and
protecting the rights of individuals in a democracy.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the primary ways a case can reach the Supreme
Court?

A case can reach the Supreme Court through a writ of certiorari, appeals from lower federal courts, or
state supreme courts.

What is a writ of certiorari?

A writ of certiorari is an order by which a higher court reviews a decision of a lower court.

How many justices must agree to hear a case in the Supreme
Court?

At least four justices must agree to grant a writ of certiorari for a case to be heard.

What is the role of the Solicitor General in Supreme Court



cases?

The Solicitor General represents the federal government before the Supreme Court and can influence
which cases are taken.

What types of cases are most likely to be accepted by the
Supreme Court?

Cases that involve significant constitutional questions, conflicting decisions among lower courts, or
important public interest issues are more likely to be accepted.

What is the significance of amicus curiae briefs in the
Supreme Court process?

Amicus curiae briefs allow non-parties to provide information and insights that may assist the Court in
making its decision.

What happens during the Supreme Court's oral arguments?

During oral arguments, attorneys for both sides present their cases and answer questions posed by
the justices.

How long does the Supreme Court usually take to issue a
decision after oral arguments?

The Supreme Court typically takes several months to issue a decision after oral arguments, often
releasing opinions in late spring.

What is the final outcome when a case is decided by the
Supreme Court?

The final outcome can be a majority opinion, a concurring opinion, or a dissenting opinion, which
collectively establish the Court's ruling.
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FPT | Edelman Financial Engines
Access Edelman Financial Engines' financial planning tool for personalized advice and investment
management solutions to help you achieve your financial goals.

Promotion
Let us optimize your portfolio to help keep you on track for retirement We create a personalized
retirement plan that covers your investments, savings and retirement income We pick ...

Wellbeing NonMember - Financial Engines
Learn how to avoid potential roadblocks that could derail your retirement plan - and how you can
keep it on track. Join us on June 27 at 2 p.m. ET for this presentation and Q&A session. We'll ...
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Target-Date Funds Often Not Used as Intended, Negatively Impacting Returns Sunnyvale, Calif.
(May 13, 2014) - A new study from Financial Engines, America's largest independent ...

Calibration Equipment Rental - JM Test Systems

With almost 4,000 pieces of Instrumentation and Controls test equipment available to rent, we can
outfit all of your I&E technicians and can handle any size job, ranging from new construction,
expansions, commissioning, start up, or yearly turnarounds and shutdowns.

Process Calibrator Rental: Rent Process Calibrators | Transcat

These calibrators ensure precise and reliable performance for testing a wide range of process
variables, including temperature, pressure, and more. Rent today and save on upfront costs while
getting access to top-quality equipment for your testing needs.

Rent a Process Calibrator - Stratatek Test & Measurement

Experience exceptional calibration and repair services at Stratatek Test & Measurement. Contact us
for a quote today. Stratatek carries multifunction and documenting process calibrators for rent.
Products include the Beamex MC2, Beamex MC5, Fluke 725, Fluke 726 and Fluke 753.

Industrial Test Equipment Rentals | Kingsway Instruments
Call us today for Thermal Imagers, Process Calibrators, Pressure Gauges, Hydraulic Torque
Wrenches and more! NIST Traceable Certification included with every rental.

Equipment Rental - InstruMetrics
Rent top-quality measurement & calibration tools for peak demands & urgent situations. Thermal
Validators to Data Loggers are available.

FLUKE 754 RENT PROCESS CALIBRATOR RENTAL - Motion
Buy Industrial Scientific FLUKE 754 RENT PROCESS CALIBRATOR RENTAL FLUKE 754 RENT
PROCESS CALIBRATOR RENTAL at Motion. Keeping Your Industry In Motion Since 1972!

Fluke 725 Process Calibrator (Rental) - BHD TM

No matter where your job takes you, the Fluke 725 ensures that you're equipped to test and
calibrate almost any process parameter. Measure and source mA, volts, temperature, frequency,
ohms, and pressure with optional pressure modules.

Additel | Rental Services
Additel Corporation offers a wide range of high-quality calibration and test equipment for rent,
including calibrators, gauges, dry wells, pumps and more! With competitive rental rates and flexible



terms, we make it easy and affordable for you ...

Calibration Equipment Rental, Rent Calibrators | Transcat

Transcat offers a wide selection of calibrators for rent, making it easy to find the right equipment for
testing, calibration, and precision measurement. Our rental options include top brands like Fluke,
Additel, Fluke Calibration, and many more.

Multifunction Calibrator Rentals - JM Test Systems

Whether you need to calibrate pressure, temperature, electrical, or other parameters, our
multifunction calibrator rentals are designed to meet your specific requirements.

Process Calibration Equipment - Hire | Hire | Sunbelt Rentals
Explore our range of Process Calibration equipment and hire online today, brands such as Emerson,
Aegex and Fluke are available at Sunbelt Rentals

Rent Fluke, Keithley Calibrator - Stratatek Test & Measurement
Rent Fluke, Keithley, and other calibration equipment at competitve prices. All Products are NIST
calibrated. See our inventory of process calibrators, multimeters, and more.

Rent a Temperature Calibrator- Stratatek Test & Measurement

You can find temperature calibrators built specifically for industrial process environments. Our
metrology dry or liquid wells are operator friendly. They hit set points fast and cover a broad
temperature range.

Fluke 754 Process Calibrator Rental | Stratatek T&M

Holds up to a full week of downloaded procedures and calibration results. Use many features like
autostep, custom units, user entered values during test, one-point and two-point switch testing,
square root DP flow testing, programmable measurement delay etc.

Industrial Process Calibrators | TechRentals

Our rental inventory includes a wide range of calibrators, each tailored to ensure accurate
measurements and compliance with industry standards. These advanced devices cater to a wide
array of industries, including manufacturing, pharmaceuticals, and energy.

Beamex MC6 Multifunction Calibrator for Rent - TechRentals

Designed for industrial use, it suits sectors like oil and gas, power generation, and manufacturing.
Built with an IP65-rated enclosure and a user-friendly colour touchscreen, the MC6 performs
reliably in tough environments.

Intertek Minerals Schedule of Services and Charges 2022 AUS PDF

Using uniquely numbered sample jars, the Chrysos PhotonAssay process is completely non-
destructive, and all samples can be retained for further technology added to Minerals analysis or
testing if required. The technology is also measurably safer and more environmentally friendly than
previous assay processes, something that aligns with

The Buffalo and Crocodile Hunters of the Northern Territory

Dec 8, 2014 - The £30,000 Government demonstration farm at Batchelor, the most costly venture of
the Commonwealth in agriculture in the Northern Territory, has been leased to J. Gaden for £142 for
the improvements and 5/- a week rent.

Train-borne measurements of tropical methane enhancements ...



Aug 6, 2010 - We used a meteorological and air pollution model to quantify the ephemeral wetland
fluxes necessary to cause the observed enhancements and estimate the constant Australian tropical
wetland emissions.

100 Things To Do In Australia You've Never Heard Of

Constructed from 2000 individual pieces of local stone, the National Heritage-Listed Cape du
Couedic with its whitewashed look has trim little cottages to rent.
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