
How Hard Is The Nascla Exam

How hard is the NASCLA exam? The NASCLA (National Association of State Contractors Licensing
Agencies) exam is a significant hurdle for many aspiring contractors in the United States. This exam is
designed to test a candidate's knowledge and understanding of the construction industry, including
business management, project management, and building codes. Given its comprehensive nature,
many potential test-takers are often left wondering just how difficult the NASCLA exam really is. In
this article, we will explore the various factors that contribute to the exam's difficulty, the preparation
required, and the strategies that can help candidates succeed.

Understanding the NASCLA Exam

The NASCLA exam serves as a licensing requirement for contractors in various states across the U.S.
It is primarily focused on:

- Business and Financial Management
- Project Management
- Legal and Regulatory Requirements
- Building Codes and Standards

This exam is not only a measure of theoretical knowledge but also practical application in real-world



scenarios. With multiple sections and a variety of question types, the NASCLA exam requires a blend
of knowledge, analytical skills, and practical understanding.

Format of the NASCLA Exam

The NASCLA exam is structured as follows:

1. Total Number of Questions: 115
2. Exam Duration: 4 hours
3. Passing Score: Typically around 70%, though this can vary by state
4. Question Types: Multiple-choice questions covering a range of topics

The exam is administered in a computer-based format, which can be both an advantage and a
disadvantage. While it allows for immediate feedback and results, some candidates may find the
digital format intimidating.

Factors Contributing to the Difficulty of the NASCLA
Exam

Several factors contribute to the perceived difficulty of the NASCLA exam, including the breadth of
topics covered, the level of detail required, and the candidate's personal background and experience
in the construction field.

1. Comprehensive Coverage of Topics

The NASCLA exam encompasses a wide range of subjects, which can be overwhelming for candidates.
Some of the key areas include:

- Construction Principles: Understanding various construction methods and materials.
- Safety Regulations: Familiarity with OSHA standards and safety protocols.
- Business Management: Knowledge of accounting principles, project management, and contract law.
- Building Codes: An in-depth understanding of local and national building codes.

Candidates must be well-versed in each of these areas to answer questions accurately, which can
require extensive study and preparation.

2. Level of Detail Required

The NASCLA exam not only tests general knowledge but also requires candidates to understand the
nuances of each topic. For example, when it comes to building codes, candidates must be familiar
with specific regulations and how they apply to various situations. This level of detail can be
challenging for many candidates, especially those who may not have a formal education in



construction or related fields.

3. Personal Background and Experience

A candidate's personal background can significantly influence their performance on the NASCLA
exam. Those with extensive experience in the construction industry may find certain topics easier,
while individuals who are relatively new to the field may struggle.

Additionally, candidates who have completed relevant coursework or training programs may have a
distinct advantage, as they will be more familiar with the material covered in the exam.

Preparing for the NASCLA Exam

Preparation is critical for success on the NASCLA exam. Candidates should develop a structured study
plan that encompasses all aspects of the exam material. Here are some strategies to consider:

1. Review the Exam Content Outline

The NASCLA provides a detailed exam content outline that breaks down the subjects and topics
covered in the exam. Candidates should review this outline to ensure they understand the areas that
require the most attention.

2. Utilize Study Materials

There are various study materials available to help candidates prepare for the NASCLA exam,
including:

- Textbooks: Books that cover construction management, business principles, and building codes.
- Online Courses: Many organizations offer online courses specifically designed for the NASCLA exam.
- Practice Tests: Taking practice exams can help candidates familiarize themselves with the format
and types of questions they will encounter.

3. Join Study Groups or Forums

Engaging with other candidates can provide valuable insights and support. Study groups or online
forums can be excellent resources for sharing tips, discussing difficult topics, and keeping motivation
high.



4. Create a Study Schedule

A well-structured study schedule can help ensure that all topics are covered adequately. Candidates
should allocate specific time blocks for each subject area and stick to their schedule to maintain
consistency.

Strategies for Success on Exam Day

The day of the exam can be stressful, so it’s essential to have strategies in place to manage anxiety
and ensure optimal performance.

1. Get a Good Night’s Sleep

Adequate rest before the exam is crucial. A well-rested mind is more alert and better able to recall
information.

2. Arrive Early

Candidates should arrive at the testing center early to allow for check-in procedures and to get
acclimated to the environment. This can help reduce anxiety and provide a sense of control.

3. Read Each Question Carefully

During the exam, it is vital to read each question thoroughly before selecting an answer. Many
candidates make mistakes simply because they misread or misunderstand what is being asked.

4. Manage Your Time Wisely

With four hours to complete 115 questions, candidates should pace themselves to ensure they have
enough time to answer all questions. If unsure about an answer, it may be wise to mark the question
and return to it later.

Conclusion

So, how hard is the NASCLA exam? The difficulty level can vary significantly based on an individual's
background, study habits, and familiarity with the material. While the exam is undoubtedly
challenging, thorough preparation and effective strategies can increase the likelihood of success. By
understanding the content, utilizing available resources, and approaching exam day with confidence,



candidates can navigate the complexities of the NASCLA exam and take a significant step towards
achieving their contracting license.

Frequently Asked Questions

How difficult is the NASCLA exam compared to other
construction licensing exams?
The NASCLA exam is considered to be quite challenging due to its comprehensive coverage of various
construction topics and the depth of knowledge required. Many candidates find it more difficult than
state-specific exams because it encompasses a broader range of subjects.

What topics are covered in the NASCLA exam that make it
challenging?
The NASCLA exam covers a variety of topics including business management, project management,
safety regulations, building codes, and technical knowledge related to construction trades. This wide
range of subjects can make it difficult for candidates who may be stronger in certain areas but weaker
in others.

How can I best prepare for the NASCLA exam to increase my
chances of passing?
To prepare effectively, candidates should study the NASCLA exam reference materials, take practice
exams, and consider enrolling in a preparatory course. Additionally, creating a study schedule and
dedicating consistent time to review each topic can significantly enhance readiness.

What is the passing score for the NASCLA exam, and how
does it impact perceived difficulty?
The passing score for the NASCLA exam is typically 70%. This benchmark can create a perception of
difficulty as candidates must not only understand the material but also perform well enough to meet
this standard.

How much time should I allocate for studying to successfully
pass the NASCLA exam?
Most candidates recommend studying for at least 6 to 8 weeks, dedicating several hours each week
to cover all topics. However, the exact amount of time may vary depending on individual backgrounds
and familiarity with the subject matter.

Are there any specific tools or resources recommended for
studying for the NASCLA exam?
Yes, candidates often find success using official NASCLA study guides, online practice tests, and
review courses. Joining study groups or forums can also be beneficial for sharing insights and
resources with fellow candidates.
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