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Hound of the Baskervilles plot is one of the most celebrated stories in the
Sherlock Holmes series, written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. This gothic
mystery novel, first published in 1902, has captivated readers for over a
century with its eerie atmosphere, complex characters, and intricate
narrative. Set against the backdrop of the English moors, the tale follows
the famous detective Sherlock Holmes and his loyal friend Dr. John Watson as
they investigate a supernatural legend that haunts the Baskerville family. In
this article, we will delve into the plot of the Hound of the Baskervilles,
examining its key elements, themes, and enduring appeal.

Overview of the Story

The plot of the Hound of the Baskervilles revolves around the mysterious
death of Sir Charles Baskerville, a wealthy landowner found dead on the
desolate moors of Devonshire. Local lore suggests that a supernatural
creature, a gigantic ghostly hound, is responsible for the demise of the
Baskerville lineage. The story begins when Dr. Watson, who is now living with
Holmes in London, recounts the circumstances surrounding Sir Charles's death
and the legend of the hound to Holmes.

The Legend of the Hound

The legend plays a pivotal role in the story and sets the tone for the
mystery. According to the tale, Hugo Baskerville, a notorious ancestor of Sir
Charles, was said to have been involved in a wicked affair that led to his
demise at the hands of a supernatural beast. The ghostly hound is believed to
haunt the Baskerville family, claiming the lives of its members. The legend
suggests that Sir Charles's death is not merely coincidental but a result of
this ancient curse.



The Investigation Begins

After hearing about the tragic death of Sir Charles, Sherlock Holmes takes an
interest in the case. He is intrigued not only by the mysterious
circumstances of Sir Charles's death but also by the legends that surround
the Baskerville estate. Holmes decides to investigate the matter further, and
Dr. Watson accompanies him to Baskerville Hall.

Key Characters

1. Sherlock Holmes - The brilliant detective known for his sharp intellect
and keen observational skills.

2. Dr. John Watson - Holmes's loyal friend and chronicler, who provides a
human perspective to the detective's logical reasoning.

3. Sir Charles Baskerville - The deceased landowner whose mysterious death
sparks the investigation.

4. Sir Henry Baskerville - The heir to the Baskerville estate who becomes the
target of the hound's curse.

5. Jack Stapleton - A Baskerville relative and the story's antagonist, who
has his own motives for wanting Sir Henry dead.

6. Mrs. Stapleton - Jack's wife, who plays a crucial role in the unfolding
drama.

The Journey to Baskerville Hall

Upon arriving at Baskerville Hall, Watson and Holmes begin to gather clues.
They meet various locals who share their thoughts on the supernatural hound
and the legend of the Baskervilles. One of the most significant moments in
the story is when they learn about a mysterious figure seen roaming the
moors. This figure later turns out to be connected to the sinister plot
against Sir Henry.

Unraveling the Mystery

As the investigation progresses, several critical events unfold:

— Sir Henry's Arrival: Sir Henry Baskerville arrives from Canada to claim his
inheritance but quickly finds himself in danger as he receives anonymous
threats warning him to stay away from Baskerville Hall.

— The Footprints: Holmes discovers a mysterious set of footprints near the
body of Sir Charles, which adds to the intrigue surrounding the case.

— The Deduction: Using his remarkable powers of deduction, Holmes uncovers
secrets about the Baskerville family and their connection to the legend of
the hound.

The Climax

The tension reaches its peak when Holmes and Watson finally confront the
hound itself. The creature, described as a gigantic, spectral dog with



glowing eyes, embodies the fears and anxieties surrounding the Baskerville
curse. The climactic scene occurs on the moors during a foggy night, where
Holmes and Watson set a trap to catch the beast and uncover the truth behind
the legend.

Revealing the Truth

In a shocking twist, it is revealed that the creature is not supernatural but
rather a trained dog used by Jack Stapleton to instill fear and ultimately
kill Sir Henry. Stapleton, who has a vested interest in the Baskerville
estate, orchestrates the entire scheme to eliminate the heir and claim the
fortune for himself.

The Resolution

With the truth unveiled, Holmes and Watson work to bring Stapleton to
justice. The story concludes with a sense of closure, as the mystery of the
hound is resolved, and the legend is debunked. Sir Henry is saved, and the
Baskerville estate is freed from the curse that has haunted it for
generations.

Thematic Elements

The Hound of the Baskervilles explores several themes that resonate
throughout the narrative:

— Rationality vs. Superstition: The story contrasts the logical reasoning of
Holmes with the superstitions held by the locals.

- Fear and Isolation: The desolate moors create an atmosphere of fear and
isolation, amplifying the gothic elements of the narrative.

— Family Legacy: The curse of the Baskerville family ties into the themes of
inheritance, legacy, and the impact of the past on the present.

Enduring Appeal of the Hound of the
Baskervilles

The Hound of the Baskervilles remains a timeless classic for several reasons:

— Engaging Characters: The dynamic between Holmes and Watson, along with the
intriguing cast of characters, keeps readers invested in the story.

— Atmospheric Setting: The portrayal of the eerie moors adds a layer of
suspense and intrigue, making it a quintessential gothic tale.

— Complex Plot: The intricate plot filled with twists and turns keeps readers
guessing until the very end.

Conclusion



In conclusion, the plot of the Hound of the Baskervilles is a masterful blend
of mystery, suspense, and gothic elements. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's
storytelling prowess shines through as he weaves a tale that challenges the
boundaries between rational thought and superstition. As readers journey
alongside Holmes and Watson, they are drawn into a world where legends come
to life, and the truth is unveiled through careful deduction. The enduring
appeal of this classic story ensures its place in the hearts of mystery
lovers for generations to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central mystery of 'The Hound of the
Baskervilles'?

The central mystery revolves around the death of Sir Charles Baskerville, who
is believed to have been killed by a supernatural hound that haunts the
Baskerville family.

Who are the main characters in 'The Hound of the
Baskervilles'?

The main characters include Sherlock Holmes, Dr. John Watson, Sir Henry
Baskerville, and the villainous Jack Stapleton.

How does Sherlock Holmes approach the investigation
in the novel?

Sherlock Holmes approaches the investigation through meticulous observation,
logical reasoning, and by gathering evidence from various sources, including
the local residents and the surrounding moor.

What role does the setting play in 'The Hound of the
Baskervilles'?

The setting, particularly the eerie and desolate Dartmoor, adds to the
atmosphere of suspense and danger, enhancing the themes of isolation and the
supernatural.

What evidence does Holmes find that suggests the
hound is not supernatural?

Holmes finds footprints of a large dog and discovers that the hound has been
trained and is being used as a tool for murder, which suggests a human hand
behind the legend.

How does the story conclude?

The story concludes with Holmes and Watson confronting the hound, revealing
the true culprit, Jack Stapleton, and exposing his motives related to the
Baskerville inheritance.



What themes are explored in 'The Hound of the
Baskervilles'?

Themes explored in the novel include the conflict between rationality and
superstition, the nature of evil, and the impact of the past on the present.

Why is 'The Hound of the Baskervilles' considered a
classic?

It is considered a classic due to its intricate plot, the iconic character of
Sherlock Holmes, its exploration of human psychology, and its blend of
mystery, horror, and adventure.
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