How Long Is Skywest Pilot Training

How long is SkyWest pilot training? This is a question many aspiring pilots interested in a career with
SkyWest Airlines may have. Becoming a pilot is a significant commitment that involves rigorous training,
certifications, and specific requirements. SkyWest Airlines, a regional airline operating as a partner for
major carriers, offers a structured training program designed to prepare pilots for the unique challenges of
regional aviation. This article will explore the duration of SkyWest pilot training, the requirements, and

the components of the training process.

Overview of SkyWest Airlines

SkyWest Airlines, founded in 1972, has established itself as a leading regional airline in the United States.
Operating flights for major carriers such as Delta, United, American, and Alaska Airlines, SkyWest serves
over 250 destinations across North America. With a fleet of over 400 aircraft, the airline is known for its

commitment to safety, customer service, and operational efficiency.

As a regional airline, SkyWest provides a pathway for pilots who aspire to gain experience and advance
their careers in aviation. The company has a comprehensive training program designed to ensure that all

pilots meet the high standards expected in the industry.



Requirements to Become a SkyWest Pilot

Before delving into the specifics of training duration, it's essential to understand the basic requirements for

becoming a pilot at SkyWest Airlines. Candidates must meet several criteria, including:

1. Age: Candidates must be at least 21 years old.

2. Education: A high school diploma or equivalent is required; a college degree is preferred but not
mandatory.

3. Licenses: Applicants must possess a valid commercial pilot certificate and an instrument rating. A multi-
engine rating is also preferred.

4. Flight Hours: Candidates typically need a minimum of 1,500 flight hours to qualify for the role.
However, this requirement can vary depending on specific training pathways, such as the Airline
Transport Pilot (ATP) Certification Training Program (CTP).

5. Medical Certification: A second-class medical certificate from an FAA-authorized aviation medical

examiner is necessary.

Duration of SkyWest Pilot Training

The duration of SkyWest pilot training can vary based on several factors, including the pilot's previous
experience, the type of aircraft, and the specific training program they are enrolled in. However, the

training generally follows a structured timeline, which can be broken down into several phases:

1. Initial Training

Initial training for new SkyWest pilots typically spans three to four months. This phase includes:

- Ground School: Pilots undergo comprehensive ground school training, which covers aircraft systems,
regulations, procedures, and emergency protocols. Ground school usually lasts for 2-3 weeks.

- Simulator Training: After ground school, pilots move on to simulator training, where they practice flying
the aircraft in a controlled environment. This phase typically lasts for 3-4 weeks and includes both single
and multi-engine training scenarios.

- Flight Training: The flight training phase involves actual flight training with a certified instructor. This

phase can last 4-6 weeks, during which pilots gain hands-on experience operating the aircraft.

2. Line Training

Once initial training is complete, pilots enter the line training phase, which lasts approximately 2-3 months.



In this phase, pilots fly with a training captain on actual flights to gain experience in a real-world

environment. Line training includes:

- Observation Flights: New pilots first observe flights, learning how to manage cockpit duties and airline
procedures.

- Supervised Flights: After a period of observation, pilots begin to take on flying duties under the
supervision of a training captain. This helps them apply what they learned in initial training to live flight
scenarios.

- Completion of Line Training: Upon successful completion of line training, pilots are typically evaluated

through a check ride with a designated pilot examiner.

3. Total Training Duration

In total, the entire training process, from initial training to line training, can take anywhere from 5 to 7
months. However, this timeline can vary based on individual performance, scheduling, and other factors.
Pilots should also be aware that ongoing training and evaluations will continue throughout their careers at
SkyWest.

SkyWest Training Programs and Pathways

SkyWest Airlines offers several training programs and pathways for aspiring pilots, each designed to cater

to different levels of experience and career goals.

1. Direct Entry Program

SkyWest's Direct Entry Program is designed for pilots who already hold the necessary licenses and flight
hours. This program allows experienced pilots to go through a streamlined training process, focusing on

familiarizing them with SkyWest's operations and specific aircraft.

2. Cadet Program

The SkyWest Cadet Program is an excellent opportunity for aspiring pilots still in flight training or those
who have recently obtained their private pilot certificate. This program provides mentorship, guidance,
and potential pathways for career advancement with Sky West. Cadets often complete their training at

partner flight schools and gain flight hours through various means, such as instructing or banner towing.



3. Internships and Scholarships

SkyWest offers internships and scholarship opportunities to students pursuing aviation degrees. These
programs provide valuable experience, mentorship, and financial support to help reduce the cost of

training.

Benefits of Training with SkyWest Airlines

Training with SkyWest Airlines comes with numerous benefits, including:

- Strong Reputation: SkyWest is known for its commitment to safety and excellence in aviation, which
adds value to the training experience.

- Career Advancement: Pilots who train with SkyWest have opportunities for career advancement within
the airline and the possibility of transitioning to major carriers.

- Supportive Environment: Sky West fosters a supportive training environment, with experienced
instructors and a focus on mentorship.

- Comprehensive Training: The structured training program ensures that pilots are well-prepared for the

challenges of regional aviation.

Conclusion

In summary, the question of how long is SkyWest pilot training can be answered with a general
timeframe of 5 to 7 months, encompassing initial training, simulator training, and line training. Sky West
Airlines offers aspiring pilots a well-structured training program that prepares them for a successful career
in aviation. With various pathways, including direct entry and cadet programs, SkyWest is committed to
fostering the next generation of skilled pilots. For those considering a career in aviation, embarking on

training with SkyWest could be a significant step toward achieving their dreams.

Frequently Asked Questions

How long does SkyWest pilot training typically last?

SkyWest pilot training typically lasts between 6 to 8 weeks, depending on the specific program and the

individual's prior experience.



What is included in the SkyWest pilot training program?

The SkyWest pilot training program includes ground school, simulator training, and flight training with

experienced instructors to prepare pilots for operational duties.

Are there any prerequisites for entering SkyWest pilot training?

Yes, candidates generally need to have a commercial pilot license, an instrument rating, and meet specific

flight hour requirements before entering SkyWest pilot training.

Is the duration of SkyWest pilot training the same for all pilots?

No, the duration can vary based on the pilot's previous experience, the type of aircraft they will be flying,

and their ability to progress through the training.

Can SkyWest pilots complete their training while working?

SkyWest pilots typically cannot work while undergoing training, as the program is intensive and requires

full-time commitment to ensure successful completion.
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Discover how long SkyWest pilot training takes and what to expect during the process. Get insights
and tips to kickstart your aviation career. Learn more!
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