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How many questions are on the SPI exam? This is a common query among those preparing to
take the Sonography Principles and Instrumentation (SPI) exam, a crucial step for aspiring
ultrasound professionals. The SPI exam is designed to assess the knowledge and skills of candidates
in sonography, focusing on principles of ultrasound physics, instrumentation, and safety.
Understanding the structure of the exam, including the number of questions and their types, is
essential for effective preparation.

Overview of the SPI Exam

The SPI exam is administered by the American Registry for Diagnostic Medical Sonography
(ARDMS). It is a computer-based test that evaluates a candidate's understanding of sonographic
principles and their application in clinical scenarios. The exam covers a wide range of topics,
ensuring that candidates are well-prepared for their roles in the field of ultrasound.

Structure of the SPI Exam

The SPI exam is structured to cover various elements of sonography, including:

e Ultrasound Physics

Instrumentation

Safety and Quality Assurance

Biostatistics

Human Anatomy and Physiology



Understanding the content areas will help candidates focus their studies and prepare more
effectively.

Number of Questions on the SPI Exam

The SPI exam consists of a total of 160 multiple-choice questions. This number is significant as it
tests a wide range of knowledge and skills essential for sonography practice. Out of these 160
questions, 140 are scored, while 20 are unscored or "pretest" questions. The unscored questions are
used to assess their effectiveness for future exams, meaning that candidates will not know which
questions are scored and which are not.

Types of Questions

The questions on the SPI exam are designed to evaluate various competencies in sonography. They
can be categorized into several types:

1. Knowledge-based Questions: These questions assess the candidate's understanding of
fundamental concepts in ultrasound physics and instrumentation.

2. Application Questions: These questions require candidates to apply their knowledge to
practical scenarios, demonstrating their problem-solving skills.

3. Analysis Questions: Candidates must analyze information and make informed decisions
based on the data provided.

Candidates should be prepared to encounter a mix of these question types during the exam.

Exam Format and Duration

In addition to the number of questions, candidates should also be aware of the format and duration
of the SPI exam.

Exam Format

The SPI exam is delivered in a computer-based format, which allows for a flexible testing experience.
Candidates can select their preferred testing location and schedule an appointment within the
available time slots.



Exam Duration

The total time allotted for the SPI exam is 3 hours. This duration includes time for the candidate to
familiarize themselves with the testing software, review instructions, and complete the exam. It is
essential to manage time effectively during the exam to ensure that all questions are answered.

Preparation Strategies

To succeed in the SPI exam, candidates should adopt effective preparation strategies. Here are some
recommended approaches:

e Study Resources: Utilize textbooks, online courses, and practice exams specifically designed
for the SPI exam. The ARDMS website also provides valuable resources and guidelines.

e Practice Questions: Engage in practice questions and mock exams to familiarize yourself
with the format and types of questions. This will help build confidence and improve time
management skills.

¢ Study Groups: Consider joining or forming study groups with peers. Collaborative learning
can provide additional insights and a better understanding of complex concepts.

e Time Management: Develop a study schedule that allocates time for each content area. This
will ensure comprehensive coverage of all topics before the exam.

Conclusion

In summary, the SPI exam consists of 160 multiple-choice questions, of which 140 are scored and 20
are unscored. Understanding the structure of the exam, including the question types and the format,
is crucial for effective preparation. By employing targeted study strategies and utilizing available
resources, candidates can enhance their chances of success on this important assessment. Preparing
for the SPI exam is a significant step toward a rewarding career in diagnostic medical sonography,
and knowing how many questions are on the SPI exam is just the beginning of the journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many questions are on the SPI exam?

The SPI exam typically consists of 120 multiple-choice questions.



Is the SPI exam timed, and if so, how long do I have to
complete it?

Yes, the SPI exam is timed, and candidates generally have 2 hours to complete it.

Are all 120 questions on the SPI exam scored?

No, only 100 of the 120 questions are scored; the remaining 20 are pre-test questions that do not
affect your score.

What topics are covered in the SPI exam questions?

The SPI exam covers a range of topics including physics, safety, and instrumentation relevant to
sonography.

How are the questions on the SPI exam structured?

The questions are multiple-choice, requiring candidates to select the best answer from four options.

Can I review my answers on the SPI exam before submitting?

No, once you submit your answers, you cannot go back to review them.

What is the passing score for the SPI exam?
The passing score for the SPI exam is typically around 555 out of a possible 800.

Are there practice exams available for the SPI exam?

Yes, there are several resources and practice exams available to help candidates prepare for the SPI
exam.

How often is the SPI exam offered throughout the year?

The SPI exam is offered year-round at various testing centers, but availability may vary by location.
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