
How Long Is Eldt Training

How long is ELDT training? This is a question that many aspiring commercial
truck drivers ask as they prepare to enter the industry. The Entry-Level
Driver Training (ELDT) rule, implemented by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA), has transformed the way new drivers are trained. This
article will explore the duration of ELDT training, its requirements, and
what potential drivers can expect during their training period.

Understanding ELDT Training

ELDT training is designed to ensure that all new commercial drivers receive
the necessary education and hands-on experience to operate large vehicles
safely. The ELDT rule came into effect on February 7, 2022, aiming to improve
safety on the roads by standardizing training requirements across the United
States.

Under this regulation, new drivers must complete a specific curriculum that
includes both theory and behind-the-wheel training. This training is
conducted by a provider listed on the FMCSA’s Training Provider Registry
(TPR).

Duration of ELDT Training

The duration of ELDT training can vary significantly based on several



factors, including:

- The type of commercial driver's license (CDL) being pursued (Class A, B, or
C).
- The training provider’s schedule and curriculum.
- The individual learner's pace.

Minimum Training Requirements

The ELDT outlines minimum training requirements that must be met. These
requirements are divided into two main components: theory instruction and
behind-the-wheel training.

1. Theory Instruction:
- Minimum Hours: Drivers must complete a minimum of 30 hours of theory
training. This includes topics such as vehicle operation, safe driving
practices, and understanding the rules of the road.
- Content Coverage: The theory component typically includes:
- Pre-trip inspection
- Basic control of the vehicle
- Driving in various weather conditions
- Handling emergencies
- Hours of service regulations

2. Behind-the-Wheel Training:
- Minimum Hours: Drivers must complete a minimum of 10 hours of behind-the-
wheel training, which includes both range and road driving.
- Training Structure: This hands-on training consists of:
- Practice in a controlled environment (e.g., parking lots)
- On-road driving with an instructor
- Specific drills to enhance driving skills (e.g., backing, turning)

The total minimum required training time for ELDT is therefore 40 hours.
However, many training providers offer programs that exceed these minimums to
ensure drivers are well-prepared for the challenges of the road.

Factors Influencing Training Duration

While the ELDT sets minimum training hours, several factors can influence the
actual duration of training:

1. Type of CDL License

The type of CDL a driver is seeking will affect the training duration. For
instance:

- Class A CDL: Generally requires more extensive training due to the
complexity of operating a combination vehicle (tractor-trailer). Training
programs may last several weeks to months.
- Class B CDL: Typically involves less training time, as drivers operate
single vehicles, such as buses or box trucks.
- Class C CDL: Similar to Class B, but may require additional endorsements,
which can add to training time.



2. Training Provider’s Curriculum

Different training providers may offer various programs that can impact the
length of training. Some schools may provide accelerated programs that cover
the required material in a shorter time frame, while others may take a more
traditional approach with extended classroom and practical sessions.

3. Individual Learning Pace

Every learner is different. Some students may grasp the concepts quickly and
progress through the training efficiently, while others may need additional
time to understand the material fully. Personalized instruction and practice
can extend the duration of training for some individuals.

4. Additional Endorsements

If a driver wishes to obtain additional endorsements (such as hazardous
materials, passenger transport, or double/triple trailers), they may need to
complete extra training, which will increase the overall duration of their
training program.

Completing ELDT Training

After completing the minimum training requirements, drivers must undergo a
few more steps before obtaining their CDL:

1. Skills Test

Following the completion of ELDT, drivers must pass a skills test
administered by the state. This test typically involves:

- A pre-trip vehicle inspection
- Basic control skills test
- On-road driving test

2. Knowledge Test

Drivers must also pass a knowledge test that covers the information learned
during the theory portion of their training. This test assesses their
understanding of safe driving practices, regulations, and vehicle operation.

3. Application for CDL

Once the skills and knowledge tests are successfully completed, drivers can
apply for their CDL at their local Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) or



licensing authority. They may need to provide proof of completion of ELDT
training, along with other required documentation.

Conclusion

In summary, how long is ELDT training can range from a minimum of 40 hours to
several weeks or months, depending on various factors such as the type of
CDL, the training provider's curriculum, individual learning pace, and
additional endorsements. It is essential for aspiring drivers to understand
the requirements and expectations of ELDT training to ensure they are
adequately prepared for a successful career in commercial driving.

As the trucking industry continues to evolve, adhering to the ELDT
requirements is crucial for maintaining safety standards and ensuring that
new drivers are equipped with the skills and knowledge needed to navigate the
challenges of the road effectively. By committing to a comprehensive training
program, new drivers can enhance their prospects for employment and
contribute positively to road safety.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is ELDT training?
ELDT stands for Entry-Level Driver Training, which is a requirement for new
commercial driver's license (CDL) applicants to ensure they receive proper
training before operating commercial motor vehicles.

How long does ELDT training typically last?
The duration of ELDT training can vary, but it generally consists of a
minimum of 30 hours of theory and 10 hours of behind-the-wheel training.

Are there specific requirements for ELDT training
duration?
Yes, the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) has set minimum
training duration requirements that must be met by training providers,
including both classroom and practical driving time.

Can ELDT training be completed online?
Yes, many training providers offer online theory courses for ELDT. However,
the behind-the-wheel training must be conducted in-person with a qualified
instructor.

Does ELDT training duration vary by state?
While the federal guidelines set minimum requirements, some states may have
additional training requirements that could affect the overall duration of
ELDT training.



What happens if I don't complete the required ELDT
training?
If you do not complete the required ELDT training, you will not be eligible
to take the CDL skills test, which means you cannot obtain your commercial
driver's license.

How can I find an ELDT training provider near me?
You can find an ELDT training provider by visiting the FMCSA website, which
has a list of registered training providers in your area.
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Discover how long ELDT training lasts and what to expect during the process. Get informed to
enhance your CDL journey. Learn more now!
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