
How Do You Want It Lyrics

How do you want it lyrics is a phrase that resonates deeply within the realms of hip-hop and R&B,
particularly due to its association with the iconic song by Tupac Shakur featuring K-Ci & JoJo. The
song, released in 1996, not only showcases Tupac's lyrical genius but also his ability to connect with
listeners on an emotional level. This article delves into the layers of meaning behind the lyrics, the
cultural impact of the song, and its significance in the broader context of music history.

Understanding the Lyrics

Thematic Exploration

The lyrics of "How Do U Want It" can be seen as a multi-faceted exploration of relationships, desire,
and vulnerability. At its core, the song captures the essence of romantic and physical relationships,
reflecting on the complexities and nuances involved. The recurring question in the chorus, “How do
you want it?” serves as a powerful prompt, inviting partners to communicate their desires openly.

1. Romantic Desires: The lyrics express a longing for intimacy and connection. Tupac’s verses
encapsulate the thrill of romance while also addressing the inevitable challenges that come with it.
2. Sexuality: The song does not shy away from discussing sexual desires, making it both provocative
and relatable. The frankness of the lyrics challenges traditional norms and speaks to the honesty
required in intimate relationships.
3. Emotional Vulnerability: Despite the bravado often associated with hip-hop, Tupac’s lyrics reveal
his softer side, emphasizing the importance of emotional connection alongside physical attraction.

Lyrical Techniques

Tupac employs various lyrical techniques that enhance the impact of the song:



- Repetition: The phrase “How do you want it?” is repeated throughout the track, creating a
rhythmic hook that draws listeners in and reinforces the central theme of the song.
- Imagery: The use of vivid imagery allows listeners to visualize the scenarios described, making the
experiences more relatable and engaging.
- Contrast: The juxtaposition of desire and vulnerability showcases the dual nature of relationships,
highlighting how love can be both exhilarating and terrifying.

Cultural Impact of "How Do U Want It"

A Milestone in Hip-Hop

Released as part of Tupac's album “All Eyez on Me,” "How Do U Want It" became a significant
milestone in hip-hop history. It topped the Billboard charts and solidified Tupac’s status as a
dominant force in the music industry. The song’s fusion of rap and R&B elements, particularly
through the contributions of K-Ci & JoJo, paved the way for future collaborations across genres.

- Chart Success: The track reached number one on the Billboard Hot 100 and remained there for
weeks, showcasing its widespread appeal.
- Influence on Future Artists: The blend of rap and R&B in “How Do U Want It” influenced a
generation of artists, leading to more collaborative works that blurred genre lines.

Representation of Black Masculinity

Tupac’s representation of black masculinity in the song is both complex and nuanced. While he
embodies the stereotypical “tough guy” persona, there’s an underlying layer of sensitivity and
emotional depth. This duality allows him to connect with listeners who may feel constrained by
traditional gender roles.

- Challenging Stereotypes: By openly discussing desire and vulnerability, Tupac challenges the
notion that men must always be stoic and emotionally detached.
- Empowerment: The lyrics empower listeners to embrace their desires and communicate openly
within their relationships.

The Legacy of "How Do U Want It"

Enduring Popularity

Years after its release, “How Do U Want It” continues to resonate with audiences. Its inclusion in
various media, from movies to television shows, has kept the song alive in popular culture.

- Covers and Samples: Numerous artists have covered the song or sampled it in their own work,



demonstrating its lasting influence.
- Cultural References: The lyrics and themes have been referenced in various forms of media,
illustrating the song’s relevance in discussions about love, desire, and relationships.

Impact on Hip-Hop Culture

The impact of “How Do U Want It” extends beyond just its chart success; it has played a role in
shaping hip-hop culture as a whole.

1. Emphasis on Authenticity: Tupac's willingness to share his vulnerabilities has encouraged other
artists to embrace authenticity in their music.
2. Diverse Representations: The song showcases a broader spectrum of experiences in relationships,
moving away from simplistic portrayals of love and attraction.

Analyzing the Music Video

The music video for "How Do U Want It" adds another layer to the song’s narrative. It features a
lavish party setting where themes of desire and celebration are visually represented.

Visual Themes

- Sensuality: The video emphasizes sensuality, with scenes that depict intimate interactions between
couples, aligning with the lyrics’ exploration of physical attraction.
- Celebration of Life: The vibrant party atmosphere reflects a celebration of life, which is a recurring
theme in Tupac’s work.

Symbolism in the Video

The music video also incorporates various symbols that enhance its thematic depth:

- Luxury and Excess: The opulent setting symbolizes the highs and lows of fame and fortune,
contrasting with the emotional struggles expressed in the lyrics.
- Community and Connection: The presence of diverse groups of people in the video highlights the
importance of community and connection, reinforcing the song’s message about relationships.

Conclusion

In summary, how do you want it lyrics encapsulates the intricate dance of love, desire, and
vulnerability. Through powerful storytelling, Tupac Shakur not only delivers a catchy and memorable
track but also invites listeners to reflect on their own relationships and desires. The song's impact on
hip-hop culture, its exploration of black masculinity, and its enduring popularity all contribute to its



status as a timeless classic. As we examine the layers of meaning within the lyrics, it becomes clear
that “How Do U Want It” is not just a song; it’s a cultural touchstone that continues to resonate with
audiences around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the song 'How Do You Want It'?
The main theme revolves around romantic and sexual relationships, exploring desires and emotional
connections.

Who are the artists behind the song 'How Do You Want It'?
The song is performed by Tupac Shakur featuring K-Ci and JoJo.

What year was 'How Do You Want It' released?
The song was released in 1996.

What genre does 'How Do You Want It' belong to?
It belongs to the hip-hop and R&B genres.

Are there any notable samples used in 'How Do You Want It'?
Yes, the song samples 'Woman to Woman' by Joe Cocker.

What impact did 'How Do You Want It' have on Tupac's
career?
It became one of Tupac's most successful singles, solidifying his influence in both hip-hop and
mainstream music.

What does the chorus of 'How Do You Want It' emphasize?
The chorus emphasizes the importance of understanding and fulfilling a partner's desires.

Is 'How Do You Want It' part of an album?
Yes, it is featured on Tupac's album 'All Eyez on Me'.

What is the significance of the lyrics in 'How Do You Want It'?
The lyrics highlight themes of intimacy, vulnerability, and the complexities of love and attraction.

How has 'How Do You Want It' been received by critics and



fans?
The song received positive reviews for its catchy melody and relatable lyrics, and it remains a classic
in Tupac's discography.
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