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How long is the ELDT training course is a common question among aspiring
commercial drivers in the United States. The Entry-Level Driver Training
(ELDT) requirement, established by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA), aims to improve the training standards for new
drivers seeking to obtain a commercial driver's license (CDL). This article
will delve into the specifics of the ELDT training course, including its
duration, structure, and other essential details to help prospective drivers
understand what to expect.

Understanding ELDT: An Overview

The ELDT requirements were implemented in February 2022 as part of a broader
initiative to enhance safety on the roads by ensuring that new drivers
receive adequate training. The ELDT program mandates that all entry-level
drivers must complete a prescribed amount of training before they can take
the skills test to obtain their CDL.

Who Needs to Complete ELDT?

The ELDT training course is necessary for:

e Individuals obtaining their first CDL.
e Drivers upgrading their existing CDL to a different class.

e Drivers seeking to obtain a passenger (P), school bus (S), or hazardous
materials (H) endorsement for the first time.



How Long is the ELDT Training Course?

The duration of the ELDT training course can vary based on several factors,
including the training provider, the type of CDL being pursued, and the
individual’s prior experience. However, the FMCSA has set minimum training
requirements that must be met.

Minimum Training Requirements

According to the FMCSA, the ELDT course is divided into two primary
components:

1. Theory Training: This involves the knowledge-based portion of the
training.
2. Behind-the-Wheel Training: This includes hands-on driving experience.

For each component, the following minimum hours are required:

- Theory Training: A minimum of 30 hours
- Behind-the-Wheel Training: A minimum of 10 hours

This brings the total minimum training time to 40 hours. However, many
training programs may exceed these minimums, depending on the provider and
the specific needs of the students.

Factors Influencing the Duration of ELDT Training

Several factors can affect how long the ELDT training course will take for
individual drivers:

1. Type of CDL: Different classes of CDLs may require additional training
hours. For instance, if a driver is pursuing a Class A CDL, the training may
be longer than for a Class B CDL.

2. Endorsements: Additional endorsements (like H, P, or S) may also require
extra training, which can extend the total duration of the course.

3. Prior Experience: Individuals with prior driving experience may complete
the training more quickly, whereas those with little or no experience may
require additional time.

4. Training Provider: Different training schools may offer varying schedules
and formats. Some schools may provide intensive courses that can be completed
over a shorter period, while others may spread the training out over several



weeks.

5. State Regulations: Some states have additional training requirements that
may add to the overall training time.

Structure of the ELDT Training Course

To better understand what the ELDT training course entails, it is essential
to examine its structure. The training program is typically broken down into
the following segments:

Theory Training

This component covers essential topics that every commercial driver must
understand, including:

e Traffic laws and regulations

Vehicle operation and control

Safe driving practices

Basic vehicle maintenance

Hazard awareness and management

e Transporting cargo safely

Theory training can be delivered through various formats, such as in-person
classes, online modules, or a combination of both.

Behind-the-Wheel Training

The behind-the-wheel training is a crucial component of the ELDT program,
where students gain practical driving experience. This segment typically
involves:

- Pre-Trip Inspection: Learning how to inspect the vehicle before driving.
- Basic Maneuvers: Practicing essential driving skills, such as turning,
backing up, and parking.

- Road Driving: Gaining experience driving on public roads, which includes
navigating traffic, making turns, and adhering to road signs and signals.



Conclusion: Preparing for the ELDT Training
Course

In summary, the question of how long is the ELDT training course can be
answered with a minimum requirement of 40 hours of training, incorporating
both theory and behind-the-wheel components. However, the actual duration may
vary based on multiple factors, including the type of CDL, prior experience,
and the training provider.

For those preparing to enter the world of commercial driving, understanding
the ELDT requirements is vital. It not only equips drivers with essential
skills but also helps to foster a safer driving environment on the roads.
Prospective drivers should research various training providers, consider
their individual needs, and prepare to commit the necessary time and effort
to complete the ELDT training successfully.

As you embark on this journey, remember that thorough training is the
foundation of a successful driving career, ensuring that you are well-
prepared to meet the challenges of the road ahead.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does ELDT stand for in the context of training
courses?

ELDT stands for Entry-Level Driver Training, which is a required training
program for new commercial drivers.

How long is the ELDT training course typically?

The ELDT training course duration can vary, but it generally lasts a minimum
of 15 hours of classroom instruction and 20 hours of behind-the-wheel
training.

Is there a federal minimum requirement for the
length of the ELDT course?

Yes, the federal minimum requirement for ELDT includes at least 15 hours of
theory instruction and 20 hours of behind-the-wheel training.

Can states impose additional training requirements
beyond the federal ELDT standards?

Yes, individual states can impose additional training requirements, which may
extend the duration of the ELDT course.



Are there any online options available for the ELDT
training course?

Yes, some providers offer online or hybrid options for the classroom portion
of the ELDT training.

What types of skills are covered in the ELDT
training course?

The ELDT training course covers skills such as vehicle operation, safety
procedures, and federal regulations for commercial driving.

Who is required to complete the ELDT training
course?

Anyone seeking to obtain a commercial driver's license (CDL) for the first
time must complete the ELDT training course.

How does the ELDT training course impact my ability
to get a CDL?

Completion of the ELDT training course is mandatory and must be documented
before you can take the CDL skills test.

Are there any costs associated with the ELDT
training course?

Yes, there are typically costs associated with the ELDT training course,
which can vary depending on the training provider.

Can I complete the ELDT training course in a shorter
time frame?

While the federal minimum is set, some programs may offer accelerated
options, but you must still meet all required hours of training.
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Discover how long the ELDT training course lasts and what to expect. Get all the essential details to
prepare for your trucking career. Learn more!
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