
House Taken Over Answer Key

House Taken Over answer key is a topic that delves into the nuances of Julio Cortázar's short story

"Casa Tomada." This compelling narrative is rich in symbolism and themes, making it a popular choice

for literary analysis. Understanding the story’s various interpretations and elements is crucial for

students, educators, and literature enthusiasts alike. In this article, we will explore the key themes,

characters, and symbols in "Casa Tomada," and provide insights into the answer key for common

questions related to the text.

Overview of "Casa Tomada"

"Casa Tomada," originally published in 1946, is a short story that follows the lives of a brother and

sister, Irene and the narrator, as they dwell in a large family home. As the story progresses,

mysterious inhabitants gradually take over parts of the house, leading to an eerie and unsettling

atmosphere. The narrative is open to interpretation, allowing readers to draw connections to various

social, political, and personal themes.

Key Themes in "Casa Tomada"

1. Isolation and Alienation



- The protagonists, Irene and the narrator, embody a sense of isolation as they retreat into their home.

Their detachment from the outside world symbolizes the broader theme of alienation prevalent in many

of Cortázar’s works.

2. Fear of Change

- The gradual encroachment of the mysterious entities represents the characters’ fear of change. As

they lose control over their home, it reflects a larger anxiety about societal shifts and personal

upheaval.

3. Class and Privilege

- The family's once-privileged status is undermined as they become prisoners in their own home. This

theme invites readers to consider the implications of social class and the fragility of wealth.

4. The Uncanny

- The story is steeped in the uncanny, where familiar spaces become unfamiliar and threatening. This

theme explores the duality of comfort and discomfort inherent in the home setting.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Casa Tomada" are pivotal to understanding the story's deeper meanings.

Irene

Irene is the narrator's sister, representing traditional femininity and domesticity. Her character is

emblematic of the past, as she clings to memories associated with their family home. Her reluctance to

confront the changes happening in their environment signifies a broader commentary on women’s

roles in society.



The Narrator

The unnamed narrator is introspective and reflective. He shares a deep bond with Irene, yet his

character also reveals a sense of passivity. He is often hesitant to take action, which mirrors the

inaction of the siblings as they face the invading presence in their home.

The Mysterious Inhabitants

The beings that take over the house are never explicitly defined, leaving their identity open to

interpretation. They can symbolize various societal fears, such as the loss of control, the unknown, or

even the consequences of neglecting the outside world.

Symbolism in "Casa Tomada"

The use of symbolism is one of the most striking features of "Casa Tomada." Understanding these

symbols can enhance the reader's comprehension of the text.

The House

The house itself serves as a multifaceted symbol. It represents not just a physical space but also the

characters' mental and emotional states. As they become overwhelmed, the house transforms from a

sanctuary into a prison.

The Sounds



Throughout the story, strange noises signify the presence of the intruders. These sounds evoke a

sense of dread and foreshadow the inevitable takeover, functioning as a reminder of the unknown that

lurks just outside their perception.

The Key

The key symbolizes access and control. As the siblings lose their grip on their home, the key takes on

a more profound meaning related to ownership and belonging.

Common Questions and Answer Key

Below are some common questions that arise during discussions of "Casa Tomada," along with brief

answers to guide readers in their understanding.

1. What does the house symbolize in the story?

The house symbolizes the characters' lives, memories, and sense of security. As it becomes

overtaken, it reflects their loss of control and the disintegration of their past.

2. How do the intruders affect the main characters?

The intruders force Irene and the narrator to confront their fears and ultimately lead to their isolation.

Their presence represents change and the inevitability of loss.



3. What is the significance of the ending?

The ambiguous ending leaves readers questioning the fate of the characters and the implications of

their inaction. It serves as a commentary on the consequences of retreating from reality.

Interpretations of "Casa Tomada"

The beauty of "Casa Tomada" lies in its ability to evoke diverse interpretations. Here are some

prevalent views:

1. Psychological Interpretation

From a psychological perspective, the story explores themes of repression and the subconscious. The

intruders may represent repressed fears and desires that eventually manifest in a threatening way.

2. Political Interpretation

In a political context, the story can be seen as a metaphor for societal changes in Argentina during

Cortázar’s time. The invasion of the house may symbolize the encroachment of oppressive forces in

personal lives.

3. Feminist Interpretation

Feminist readings of the story focus on the roles of Irene and the narrator, examining how their

passivity reflects societal expectations of women. Their retreat into the home can be seen as a critique



of traditional gender roles.

Conclusion

In summary, the House Taken Over answer key serves as a valuable resource for understanding the

complexities of Julio Cortázar's "Casa Tomada." By analyzing the themes, characters, and symbols,

readers can gain deeper insights into the story's meanings and implications. Whether approached from

psychological, political, or feminist angles, "Casa Tomada" remains a timeless piece of literature that

continues to resonate with audiences today. Engaging with this text not only enhances literary

comprehension but also invites reflection on broader societal issues that remain relevant across

generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'House Taken Over'?

The main theme of 'House Taken Over' is the intrusion of the unknown and the resulting feeling of

displacement, reflecting on the fear of losing one's home and identity.

Who are the central characters in 'House Taken Over'?

The central characters are a brother and sister, Irene and the narrator, who live together in a large

family house that becomes increasingly overtaken by mysterious forces.

What literary techniques are prominent in 'House Taken Over'?

Prominent literary techniques include symbolism, ambiguity, and a minimalist writing style that

enhances the story's eerie atmosphere.



How does the setting contribute to the story in 'House Taken Over'?

The setting of the decaying family house serves as a character itself, symbolizing the characters'

psychological state and the inevitability of change and loss.

What is the significance of the ending of 'House Taken Over'?

The ending is significant as it underscores the complete takeover of the house, symbolizing total loss

of control and the characters' inability to confront their fears.

How does 'House Taken Over' reflect post-war anxieties?

The story reflects post-war anxieties through its themes of isolation, the uncanny, and the fear of the

unknown, often interpreted as a metaphor for the societal changes and displacements following

conflict.

What role does isolation play in 'House Taken Over'?

Isolation plays a crucial role as it heightens the characters' vulnerability and emphasizes their

detachment from the outside world, leading to their eventual demise.

Can 'House Taken Over' be interpreted as an allegory? If so, how?

Yes, 'House Taken Over' can be interpreted as an allegory for broader societal issues, such as

colonialism or the invasion of personal space, reflecting fears of encroachment and loss of control over

one’s environment.

Find other PDF article:
https://soc.up.edu.ph/01-text/pdf?docid=XTo66-1130&title=16-hour-scaffold-training-nyc.pdf

House Taken Over Answer Key

75 Living Room Ideas You'll Love - July, 2025 | Houzz
Browse living room decorating ideas and furniture layouts. Discover design inspiration from a

https://soc.up.edu.ph/01-text/pdf?docid=XTo66-1130&title=16-hour-scaffold-training-nyc.pdf
https://soc.up.edu.ph/29-scan/files?ID=FdC21-9884&title=house-taken-over-answer-key.pdf


variety of living …

House Design - Photos & Ideas | Houzz
Hayes House ARCI Architects Example of a large classic blue three-story vinyl gable roof design in
Other Save Photo

Houzz for Pros and Homeowners | Build and Desi…
Houzz has powerful software for construction and design professionals. For homeowners, find
inspiration, …

75 Kitchen Ideas You'll Love - July, 2025 | Houzz
Browse photos of kitchen design ideas. Discover inspiration for your kitchen remodel and discover
ways to …

Houzz Store: Shop Furniture, Lighting, Home Decor & Mor…
Dive into the Houzz Marketplace and discover a variety of home essentials for the bathroom,
kitchen, living …

75 Living Room Ideas You'll Love - July, 2025 | Houzz
Browse living room decorating ideas and furniture layouts. Discover design inspiration from a
variety of living rooms, including color, decor and storage options.

House Design - Photos & Ideas | Houzz
Hayes House ARCI Architects Example of a large classic blue three-story vinyl gable roof design in
Other Save Photo

Houzz for Pros and Homeowners | Build and Design Software | Try …
Houzz has powerful software for construction and design professionals. For homeowners, find
inspiration, products, and pros to design your dream home.

75 Kitchen Ideas You'll Love - July, 2025 | Houzz
Browse photos of kitchen design ideas. Discover inspiration for your kitchen remodel and discover
ways to makeover your space for countertops, storage, layout and decor.

Houzz Store: Shop Furniture, Lighting, Home Decor & More | Free ...
Dive into the Houzz Marketplace and discover a variety of home essentials for the bathroom,
kitchen, living room, bedroom, and outdoor. Free Shipping and 30-day Return on the majority of
products!

75 Bedroom Ideas You'll Love - July, 2025 | Houzz
Browse bedroom decorating ideas and layouts. Discover bedroom ideas and design inspiration from
a variety of bedrooms, including color, decor and theme options.

75 Beautiful Front Porch Design Ideas & Pictures | Houzz
Front porch of the remodeled house construction in Milbank which included installation of custom
wood frame, garden pathway, vinyl siding, white porch columns and landscaping.

75 Front Door Ideas You'll Love - July, 2025 | Houzz
Browse entryway ideas and decor inspiration. Discover designs from a variety of entryways,
including storage and furniture options for your mudroom, foyer or front door.



35 Home Design Trends on the Rise in 2023 - Houzz
Jan 1, 2023 · 35 Home Design Trends on the Rise in 2023 Find inspiration — and optimism — in
styles, materials, colors and features expected to take off this year

House Cleaning Cost
Want your house cleaned? Read about the typical house cleaning cost and find local house cleaners
to help with your project.

Unlock the secrets of "House Taken Over" with our comprehensive answer key. Discover how to
analyze the themes and characters effectively. Learn more!

Back to Home

https://soc.up.edu.ph

