
How Many Questions Are On The Ptcb Exam

How many questions are on the PTCB exam is a common query among pharmacy
technician candidates preparing for this important certification. The
Pharmacy Technician Certification Board (PTCB) administers the exam to ensure
that pharmacy technicians possess the knowledge and skills required for safe
and effective pharmacy practice. Understanding the structure of the exam,
including the total number of questions, is crucial for effective preparation
and time management. In this article, we will explore the details of the PTCB
exam, including the number of questions, the types of questions included, and
tips for successful preparation.



The Structure of the PTCB Exam

The PTCB exam is designed to assess a candidate's competency in various areas
relevant to pharmacy practice. Knowing how many questions are on the PTCB
exam is just the beginning of understanding its structure. The exam consists
of multiple-choice questions covering a range of topics related to pharmacy
practice.

Number of Questions

The PTCB exam consists of a total of 90 questions. However, only 80 of these
questions are scored, while the remaining 10 are considered "unscored" or
"pre-test" questions. These unscored questions are included to help the PTCB
evaluate their effectiveness for future exams. Therefore, test-takers should
treat all 90 questions as potentially relevant, as they contribute to the
overall testing experience.

Duration of the Exam

Candidates are given 2 hours to complete the PTCB exam. This time frame
requires efficient time management, especially since not all questions are
straightforward. Test-takers need to pace themselves to ensure they can
adequately address every question within the allotted time.

Content Areas of the PTCB Exam

The PTCB exam is divided into four major content areas that reflect essential
knowledge and skills for pharmacy technicians:

Medications and their Uses (40%)

Medications Safety and Quality Assurance (26%)

Regulatory Compliance (12%)

Order Entry and Processing (22%)

Each of these areas is crucial for the effective functioning of pharmacy
technicians. Let's take a closer look at what each content area entails.



Medications and their Uses

The largest portion of the exam focuses on medications and their uses.
Candidates must understand:

- Commonly prescribed medications
- Drug classifications
- Patient counseling points
- Side effects and contraindications

This section tests the candidate's knowledge of medications to ensure they
can assist pharmacists in providing safe and effective patient care.

Medications Safety and Quality Assurance

This area evaluates the candidate's understanding of safety protocols,
including:

- Procedures for preventing medication errors
- Techniques for maintaining quality assurance in pharmacy practice
- Understanding of the importance of accurate drug storage

Safety is paramount in pharmacy, and this section emphasizes the technician's
role in minimizing risks.

Regulatory Compliance

Understanding federal and state regulations governing pharmacy practice is
crucial for technicians. This section covers:

- The role of the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)
- State-specific regulations
- Recordkeeping and documentation requirements

Knowledge of regulatory compliance ensures that pharmacy technicians operate
within the legal framework of their profession.

Order Entry and Processing

The final content area assesses skills related to the processing of
medication orders. This includes:

- Interpretation of prescriptions
- Medication dispensing procedures
- Handling of medication inventory



Efficient order entry and processing are essential for maintaining workflow
in a pharmacy setting.

Preparation Tips for the PTCB Exam

With the exam structure and content areas in mind, it’s essential to have an
effective study plan. Here are some tips to help you prepare for the PTCB
exam:

Understand the Exam Format: Familiarize yourself with the types of1.
questions you will encounter. Practice exams can be beneficial in this
regard.

Create a Study Schedule: Allocate specific times each week to study.2.
Break down the content areas and focus on one at a time.

Utilize Study Materials: Invest in PTCB study guides, online courses,3.
and flashcards. Consider joining a study group for additional support.

Take Practice Tests: Regularly assess your knowledge with practice tests4.
to identify areas needing improvement. Aim to replicate exam conditions
to build your confidence.

Review State Regulations: Be sure to understand the specific regulations5.
pertaining to pharmacy practice in your state, as this knowledge is
vital for the Regulatory Compliance section.

Stay Informed: Keep up with current pharmacy news and updates, as these6.
can inform your understanding of medications and practices.

Conclusion

Understanding how many questions are on the PTCB exam is just one piece of
the puzzle for pharmacy technician candidates. With a total of 90 questions,
including 80 scored items and 10 unscored pre-test questions, the exam covers
a comprehensive range of topics essential for the role of a pharmacy
technician.

By focusing on effective study strategies and familiarizing oneself with the
content areas, candidates can approach the PTCB exam with confidence.
Remember, thorough preparation is key not only to passing the exam but also
to ensuring a successful career in pharmacy. With the right mindset and
resources, you can achieve your certification and contribute positively to
the healthcare field.



Frequently Asked Questions

How many questions are on the PTCB exam?
The PTCB exam consists of 90 multiple-choice questions.

Are all 90 questions on the PTCB exam graded?
No, only 80 of the 90 questions are scored; the remaining 10 are unscored
pretest questions.

What is the time limit for completing the PTCB exam?
Candidates have 2 hours to complete the PTCB exam.

What topics are covered in the 90 questions of the
PTCB exam?
The exam includes topics such as Medications, Med Safety, Quality Assurance,
and Pharmacy Law.

Is the PTCB exam multiple-choice only?
Yes, all questions on the PTCB exam are multiple-choice.

Can I review questions on the PTCB exam after
submission?
No, once you submit your exam, you cannot review the questions.

What is the passing scaled score for the PTCB exam?
The passing scaled score for the PTCB exam is 1,400, with a range from 1,000
to 1,600.

How is the PTCB exam structured in terms of
questions?
The exam is structured with 90 questions, where 80 are scored and 10 are used
for future exam development.
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