
House Of Bernarda Alba Characters

House of Bernarda Alba Characters is a pivotal exploration of repression,
societal norms, and the struggle for freedom within the context of 20th-
century Spain. Written by Federico García Lorca and first performed in 1936,
this play spotlights the lives of women under the tyrannical rule of Bernarda
Alba, a matriarch whose oppressive nature encapsulates the rigid expectations
of Spanish society. The characters in this play are not merely individuals;
they represent larger themes of gender, class, and passion, offering a rich
tapestry for analysis and interpretation.



Bernarda Alba

Bernarda Alba is the central character and the embodiment of authority and
repression within the play.

Character Traits
- Domineering: Bernarda exerts absolute control over her daughters, enforcing
an oppressive regime in her household.
- Traditionalist: She is deeply rooted in the societal norms of her time,
valuing reputation and honor above all else.
- Emotionally Repressed: Bernarda’s strict demeanor hides her own
vulnerabilities and fears, which she projects onto her daughters.

Role in the Play
Bernarda serves as the catalyst for the central conflict in the play. Her
refusal to allow her daughters any form of independence or emotional
expression creates a suffocating environment that leads to tragedy. Her
obsession with maintaining appearances ultimately culminates in the
destruction of her family.

Angustias

Angustias, the eldest daughter, is a character marked by her physical and
emotional frailty.

Character Traits
- Insecure: Angustias is often overshadowed by her more vibrant sisters,
struggling with feelings of inadequacy.
- Wealthy: She is the only daughter who has inherited a significant amount of
money, which makes her a desirable match for suitors.
- Lonely: Despite her wealth, Angustias experiences profound isolation,
exacerbated by her mother’s control and her sisters’ jealousy.

Role in the Play
Angustias becomes a pawn in the power struggles between her mother and her
sisters, particularly through her relationship with Pepe el Romano, who is
infatuated with her but is ultimately drawn to her younger sister, Adela.
This love triangle serves as a critical point of tension in the narrative.

Magdalena

Magdalena, the second daughter, embodies the themes of sorrow and
resignation.



Character Traits
- Melancholic: She often reflects on the lost opportunities and desires of
her youth, embodying a sense of regret.
- Supportive: Despite her own pain, she often lends emotional support to her
sisters, particularly Adela.
- Cynical: Magdalena has a realistic, sometimes bitter view of life, shaped
by her experiences under Bernarda’s control.

Role in the Play
Magdalena serves as a voice of reason among her sisters, yet her cynical
outlook marks her as someone who has accepted the constraints imposed by
their mother. Her character highlights the emotional toll of repression and
the inevitability of despair in such an environment.

Amelia

Amelia is one of the more passive characters, often overshadowed by the
dominant personalities of her sisters.

Character Traits
- Submissive: She tends to go along with whatever Bernarda decides,
showcasing a lack of personal agency.
- Conformist: Amelia embodies the societal norms expected of women, often
prioritizing family reputation over personal happiness.

Role in the Play
Amelia's character serves to illustrate the extent of control Bernarda has
over her daughters. Her submission reflects the consequences of living under
such an oppressive regime and highlights the lack of individuality among the
sisters.

Adela

Adela is the youngest daughter and the most rebellious character in the play.

Character Traits
- Passionate: Adela is driven by her desires and is unwilling to suppress her
individuality.
- Defiant: She openly challenges her mother’s authority and societal
expectations, symbolizing a yearning for freedom.
- Romantic: Her love for Pepe el Romano represents not only a personal desire
but a broader longing for liberation.



Role in the Play
Adela’s struggle against Bernarda’s oppressive rule is central to the play’s
conflict. Her tragic fate serves as a poignant commentary on the consequences
of repression and the societal constraints placed upon women. Adela’s
character is a powerful symbol of resistance against patriarchal oppression.

Pepe el Romano

Pepe el Romano is a pivotal figure in the lives of the Alba sisters,
representing male desire and societal expectations.

Character Traits
- Charismatic: He is attractive and charming, which draws the attention of
the sisters, especially Adela and Angustias.
- Manipulative: Pepe’s intentions are often self-serving, as he plays the
sisters against one another to fulfill his desires.
- Symbolic: He represents the male-dominated society that perpetuates the
cycle of repression for women.

Role in the Play
Pepe el Romano’s relationships with the sisters exacerbate the tensions
within the household. His presence becomes a catalyst for jealousy and
rivalry, ultimately leading to tragic consequences. His character serves to
highlight the impact of male desire in a patriarchal society.

La Poncia

La Poncia, the housekeeper, provides a unique perspective on the events
within the Alba household.

Character Traits
- Pragmatic: La Poncia is grounded in reality, often serving as a voice of
reason among the characters.
- Insightful: She possesses a deep understanding of Bernarda’s oppressive
nature and the dynamics among the sisters.
- Cynical: La Poncia often expresses a critical view of the family’s
situation, indicating a sense of disillusionment.

Role in the Play
La Poncia acts as a mediator and observer, offering insights into the
characters' struggles and the oppressive environment created by Bernarda. Her
interactions with Bernarda highlight the complexities of power dynamics
within the household.



Conclusion

The characters in House of Bernarda Alba are intricately woven into a
narrative that critiques societal norms and the repression of women. Each
character represents different facets of the struggle against oppression, be
it through submission, defiance, or manipulation.

- Bernarda, as the tyrant, embodies the societal expectations that bind
women.
- Angustias, Magdalena, Amelia, and Adela illustrate the various responses to
repression, from compliance to rebellion.
- Pepe el Romano represents external male desires that further complicate the
sisters' lives.
- La Poncia serves as a critical observer, shedding light on the realities of
their existence.

Together, these characters create a powerful commentary on the consequences
of a repressive society and the yearning for individual freedom. The play
remains a timeless exploration of gender dynamics and the quest for identity,
resonating with audiences across generations. Through the lens of these
characters, Lorca invites us to reflect on the broader implications of
societal constraints and the human spirit's resilience in the face of
oppression.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Bernarda Alba and what role does she play in
the household?
Bernarda Alba is the tyrannical matriarch of the family in Federico García
Lorca's play. She imposes strict rules and a mourning period on her five
daughters after the death of her second husband, controlling their lives and
stifling their desires.

What is the significance of the character Adela in
the play?
Adela is the youngest daughter of Bernarda and represents rebellion against
her mother's oppressive rules. Her desire for freedom and love leads to
conflict within the household, symbolizing the struggle for individuality and
passion in a repressive environment.

How does the character of Martirio contribute to the
themes of jealousy and oppression?
Martirio, one of Bernarda's daughters, embodies jealousy and resentment. Her
unrequited love for Pepe el Romano and her desire for control over her
sisters highlight the destructive effects of oppression within the family,
intensifying the themes of rivalry and repression.

What role does Pepe el Romano play in the dynamics of



the household?
Pepe el Romano is the object of desire for all the daughters, particularly
Adela and Angustias. His presence in the play amplifies the tensions between
the sisters and serves as a catalyst for the unfolding drama, symbolizing
unattainable freedom and desire.

How does the character of Angustias differ from her
sisters?
Angustias is the eldest daughter and is characterized by her more traditional
and submissive nature. She is financially secure due to her inheritance,
which creates tension with her sisters who feel overshadowed by her position
and are envious of her prospects for marriage.

What does the character of La Poncia represent in the
play?
La Poncia, the housekeeper, serves as a voice of reason and a commentator on
the family's dynamics. She represents the working class and offers insight
into the oppressive environment created by Bernarda, highlighting the
contrast between social classes and the impact of repression on individual
lives.
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