
How Many Questions On Cissp Exam

How many questions on CISSP exam is a common inquiry among aspiring
cybersecurity professionals. The Certified Information Systems Security
Professional (CISSP) certification, offered by (ISC)², is recognized globally
as a prestigious credential in the field of information security. With its
rigorous examination process, the CISSP exam assesses candidates on a wide
range of knowledge domains related to cybersecurity. Understanding the number
of questions on the CISSP exam is crucial for effective preparation and
strategy, as well as for managing time during the test.

Understanding the CISSP Exam Structure

Before diving into the specifics of the number of questions on the CISSP
exam, it is essential to understand its structure and format. The CISSP exam
is designed to evaluate a candidate’s ability to effectively manage and lead
information security programs. The exam is not just about rote memorization;
it tests practical knowledge and the application of various security
principles.

Exam Format

The CISSP exam utilizes a Computerized Adaptive Testing (CAT) format, which
means that the difficulty of the questions adjusts based on the test-taker's
performance. Here are some key points regarding the exam format:



1. Number of Questions: The exam consists of a minimum of 100 questions and a
maximum of 150 questions.
2. Question Types: The questions include multiple-choice and advanced
innovative questions, which may involve scenarios requiring a deeper level of
understanding.
3. Time Limit: Candidates are allocated up to 3 hours to complete the exam.
4. Passing Score: The passing score is typically set at 700 out of a possible
1000 points. However, this can vary slightly based on the exam's difficulty
level.

Question Distribution Across Domains

The CISSP exam covers eight domains from the (ISC)² CISSP Common Body of
Knowledge (CBK). Each domain has a varying number of questions, reflecting
its importance and complexity in the field of information security. Below is
a breakdown of the domains and their respective weightings:

1. Security and Risk Management (15%)
- Focuses on security governance, compliance, and risk management practices.

2. Asset Security (10%)
- Deals with information classification, privacy protection, and data
security controls.

3. Security Architecture and Engineering (13%)
- Covers security models, architecture frameworks, and engineering
principles.

4. Communication and Network Security (14%)
- Emphasizes secure network architecture, communication channels, and
protocols.

5. Identity and Access Management (IAM) (13%)
- Involves identity management, authentication, and access control
mechanisms.

6. Security Assessment and Testing (12%)
- Focuses on assessment strategies, testing methodologies, and security
audits.

7. Security Operations (13%)
- Addresses incident response, operational security, and managing security
operations.

8. Software Development Security (10%)
- Discusses secure software development practices, including the software
development lifecycle.

Understanding the question distribution can help candidates allocate their



study time effectively.

Preparing for the CISSP Exam

Preparation for the CISSP exam requires a well-structured study plan and an
understanding of the exam's content. Here are some strategies to maximize
your chances of success:

Creating a Study Plan

1. Set a Timeline: Determine how much time you have before the exam and
create a study schedule. Ideally, candidates should prepare for at least 3 to
6 months.
2. Break Down Domains: Allocate specific time blocks for each of the eight
domains based on their weightings and your familiarity with the content.
3. Daily Goals: Set daily or weekly goals to cover specific topics or
questions, ensuring consistent progress.

Utilizing Resources

To prepare for the exam, candidates can use a variety of resources:

- Official (ISC)² CISSP Study Guide: This comprehensive guide covers all
eight domains and is a crucial resource for understanding the exam content.
- Online Training Courses: Platforms like Coursera, Udemy, and LinkedIn
Learning offer courses tailored for CISSP exam preparation.
- Practice Exams: Taking practice exams can help familiarize you with the
format of the questions and identify areas where you need further study.
- Study Groups: Joining a study group can provide support, accountability,
and the opportunity to discuss complex topics with peers.

Understanding Question Types

Familiarity with the types of questions you will encounter on the CISSP exam
can enhance your test-taking skills.

1. Multiple-Choice Questions (MCQs): These questions require selecting the
best answer among several options. They may ask you to identify the correct
principle, definition, or procedure.
2. Scenario-Based Questions: These are more complex and present a real-world
scenario followed by questions that require application of knowledge to solve
security challenges.
3. Advanced Innovative Questions (AIQs): These questions may require you to



drag and drop items or select multiple correct answers. They assess your
ability to apply knowledge in a practical context.

Strategies for Taking the CISSP Exam

On exam day, having a strategy can significantly impact your performance.
Here are some tips:

Time Management

- Pacing: With a maximum of 150 questions to answer in 3 hours, you should
aim to spend approximately 1.2 minutes per question. Keep an eye on the clock
to ensure you have time to review your answers.
- Flagging Questions: If you're unsure about a question, flag it and move on.
You can return to it later if time permits.

Answering Techniques

1. Read Carefully: Ensure you read each question and answer choice
thoroughly. Look for keywords that can guide you to the correct answer.
2. Elimination Method: If unsure, try to eliminate at least one or two
obviously incorrect answers to improve your chances of guessing correctly.
3. Trust Your Instincts: If you have to guess, go with your first instinct
unless you find clear evidence that suggests a different answer.

Conclusion

In summary, the question of how many questions on CISSP exam is multifaceted,
involving an understanding of the exam format, question distribution, and
effective preparation strategies. The CISSP exam consists of 100 to 150
questions, covering eight critical domains of cybersecurity knowledge. By
creating a structured study plan, utilizing various resources, and mastering
test-taking strategies, candidates can enhance their likelihood of success in
obtaining this valuable certification. Achieving CISSP certification can
significantly boost your career in information security, opening doors to
various advanced roles and opportunities in the field.

Frequently Asked Questions



How many questions are on the CISSP exam?
The CISSP exam consists of 100 to 150 multiple-choice questions.

What is the duration of the CISSP exam?
The CISSP exam lasts for 3 hours.

Are all CISSP exam questions multiple choice?
Most CISSP exam questions are multiple-choice, but there are also advanced
innovative questions.

Can the number of questions on the CISSP exam
change?
Yes, the number of questions can vary as the exam is adaptive and may change
based on the candidate's performance.

What is the passing score for the CISSP exam?
The passing score for the CISSP exam is 700 out of 1000.

How often is the CISSP exam updated?
The CISSP exam is typically updated every few years to align with current
security practices.

Is there a practice exam for the CISSP that reflects
the number of questions?
Yes, there are many practice exams available that reflect the format and
number of questions for the CISSP.

What topics are covered in the CISSP exam questions?
The CISSP exam questions cover eight domains of the (ISC)² CISSP Common Body
of Knowledge (CBK).
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