
How Much Does The Morning After Pill Cost

How much does the morning after pill cost is a question that many individuals might ask after unprotected
intercourse or contraceptive failure. The morning after pill, also known as emergency contraception, provides
an important option for those looking to prevent an unintended pregnancy. This article will explore the
various factors influencing the cost of the morning after pill, the different types available, where to purchase
it, and insurance coverage options.

Understanding the Morning After Pill

The morning after pill is designed to be taken shortly after unprotected sex to prevent pregnancy. It is most
effective when taken within 72 to 120 hours (3 to 5 days) post-intercourse. There are two main types of
morning after pills:

1. Levonorgestrel (Plan B One-Step)

Levonorgestrel is a single-dose pill that can be taken up to 72 hours after unprotected sex. It works primarily
by preventing ovulation and may also prevent fertilization or implantation.

2. Ulipristal Acetate (Ella)

Ulipristal Acetate is a prescription-only medication that can be taken up to 120 hours after unprotected sex.
It is effective throughout the entire window, making it a more flexible option than Levonorgestrel.



Cost of the Morning After Pill

The cost of the morning after pill can vary significantly based on several factors, including the type of pill,
location, and the place of purchase.

1. Over-the-Counter Costs

- Plan B One-Step: The average retail price for Plan B One-Step is approximately $40 to $50. However, prices
can vary by pharmacy and location.

- Generic Options: Many pharmacies offer generic versions of Plan B, which can be significantly cheaper, often
ranging from $20 to $40.

- Ella: The cost of Ella typically ranges from $35 to $65, as it is a prescription medication.

2. Prescription Costs

For those who opt for Ella, obtaining a prescription may come with additional costs, including:

- Doctor's Consultation: The cost of a visit to a healthcare provider or clinic for a prescription can range
from $50 to $200, depending on the provider and insurance status.

- Pharmacy Prices: After obtaining a prescription, the cost of Ella at a pharmacy can still range between $35
and $65.

Where to Buy the Morning After Pill

The morning after pill is available at various locations, each with its own pricing structure:

1. Pharmacies

Most major pharmacy chains, including Walgreens, CVS, and Rite Aid, carry the morning after pill. Prices may
differ based on the pharmacy's pricing strategy and location.

2. Online Retailers

Online pharmacies and retailers such as Amazon and health-focused websites may offer competitive prices for
the morning after pill. However, it's essential to ensure that the online source is reputable and licensed.

3. Health Clinics and Family Planning Centers

Planned Parenthood and other health clinics often provide the morning after pill at reduced costs or on a
sliding scale, depending on income. This can be a more affordable option for those without insurance.



Insurance Coverage for the Morning After Pill

Insurance coverage for the morning after pill will vary based on the specific health plan and its coverage
policies:

1. Private Insurance

Many private insurance plans cover the cost of the morning after pill, particularly if it is prescribed. However,
copays may apply, which can range from $5 to $50. It is crucial to check with your insurance provider
regarding specific coverage details.

2. Medicaid

Medicaid typically covers emergency contraception, including both Plan B and Ella, without a copay. However,
coverage may vary by state, so it's essential to confirm with local Medicaid offices.

3. Uninsured Individuals

For those without insurance, options include purchasing over-the-counter versions at pharmacies or seeking
assistance from health clinics that provide the pill at reduced costs.

Financial Assistance and Resources

There are several programs and resources available to help individuals afford the morning after pill:

1. Discount Programs

Many pharmacies offer discount programs that can lower the price of emergency contraception. Inquire at your
local pharmacy about any available programs.

2. Nonprofit Organizations

Organizations like Planned Parenthood and the American Pregnancy Association may offer financial assistance
or resources to help individuals access the morning after pill at little to no cost.

3. Educational Resources

Various websites and hotlines provide information about where to obtain emergency contraception and may
offer insights into financial assistance programs.



Conclusion

The cost of the morning after pill can vary widely based on several factors, including the type of pill, where it
is purchased, and insurance coverage. For those without insurance, it is essential to explore options such as
health clinics or generic alternatives to reduce costs. Understanding the pricing and accessibility of the
morning after pill can empower individuals to make informed choices regarding their reproductive health. Whether
through over-the-counter purchases, online retailers, or health clinics, resources are available to help ensure
that emergency contraception is accessible to those who need it.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average cost of the morning after pill in the United States?
The average cost of the morning after pill in the United States ranges from $30 to $50, depending on the brand
and where it is purchased.

Are there any pharmacies that offer the morning after pill for free?
Some pharmacies and clinics may provide the morning after pill for free or at a reduced cost, especially for
those with insurance or through specific programs.

Does insurance typically cover the cost of the morning after pill?
Many health insurance plans do cover the cost of the morning after pill, but coverage can vary, so it's best
to check with your provider.

Can I buy the morning after pill without a prescription?
Yes, the morning after pill is available over-the-counter without a prescription in most pharmacies.

What factors influence the price of the morning after pill?
Factors that influence the price include the brand, whether it's purchased at a pharmacy or clinic, and if the
buyer has insurance.

Are generic versions of the morning after pill available and are they cheaper?
Yes, generic versions of the morning after pill are available and they are typically cheaper than brand-name
options.

Where can I find the morning after pill at the lowest price?
Prices can vary by location and pharmacy, but large retail chains and online pharmacies often have competitive
prices, so it's advisable to compare before purchasing.

Is there a time limit for taking the morning after pill and does that affect the
cost?
The morning after pill is most effective when taken within 72 hours after unprotected intercourse, but some
types can be taken up to 5 days later; the cost generally remains the same regardless of timing.
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