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How Christianity Changed the World Alvin J. Schmidt is a topic that delves into the
profound influence that Christianity has had on various aspects of society, culture, art, and
philosophy throughout history. Alvin J. Schmidt's insights provide a comprehensive
understanding of how this religion has shaped the world we live in today. In this article,
we will explore the key ideas presented by Schmidt, the historical context of Christianity,
and the lasting effects it has had on global civilization.



The Historical Context of Christianity

Christianity emerged in the 1st century AD within the Roman Empire, a time marked by
political instability, cultural diversity, and religious pluralism. The life and teachings of
Jesus Christ provided a revolutionary message of love, forgiveness, and hope that
resonated with many individuals yearning for change. As Christianity spread, it began to
challenge the existing social norms and ethical standards, leading to a transformation in
various aspects of life.

The Spread of Christianity

The rapid growth of Christianity was fueled by several factors:
e Missionary Efforts: Early Christians actively evangelized, sharing their faith with
diverse populations across the Roman Empire and beyond.

e Martyrdom: The willingness of early Christians to suffer persecution and death for
their beliefs inspired others to join the faith.

e Common Language: The use of Greek as a lingua franca facilitated communication
and the sharing of ideas.

¢ Social Networks: The existing networks of trade and travel allowed for the quick
dissemination of Christian teachings.

The Impact of Christianity on Western Civilization

Christianity has profoundly influenced Western civilization in numerous ways. Alvin J.
Schmidt highlights several key areas where this impact is most evident.

Ethical and Moral Framework

Christianity introduced a new moral framework that emphasized the inherent dignity of
every individual. Key principles include:

1. Love and Compassion: The teachings of Jesus encourage followers to love their
neighbors and show compassion to the less fortunate.

2. Forgiveness: The Christian doctrine emphasizes the importance of forgiveness,
fostering reconciliation and healing in personal relationships.



3. Value of Human Life: Christianity asserts that all human life is sacred, influencing
legal and ethical standards regarding issues such as slavery, abortion, and human
rights.

Education and Literacy

The rise of Christianity had a significant impact on education and literacy:

e Establishment of Schools: The Church played a crucial role in founding schools
and universities, promoting education as a means of understanding faith and the
world.

e Promotion of Literacy: The Bible's translation into various languages necessitated
the spread of literacy, as people sought to read and interpret the scriptures.

¢ Preservation of Knowledge: Monasteries became centers of learning and
preservation of ancient texts during the Middle Ages.

Art and Culture

Christianity has also profoundly influenced art, music, and literature. Some notable
contributions include:

1. Religious Art: Christian themes dominated the art world, inspiring masterpieces
from the likes of Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci.

2. Music: The development of sacred music, including hymns and choral works,
enriched cultural life and enhanced worship practices.

3. Literature: Many great literary works, such as Dante's "Divine Comedy," reflect
Christian themes and moral questions.

Christianity and Social Justice

Another significant aspect of Christianity's impact on the world is its role in advocating for
social justice and reform.



Advocacy for the Poor and Marginalized

Christian teachings have long emphasized the importance of caring for the poor and
marginalized. This has led to:

e Charitable Organizations: The Church has historically established hospitals,
orphanages, and shelters to help those in need.

e Abolition Movement: Many early abolitionists were motivated by their Christian
beliefs, leading efforts to end slavery in the 19th century.

¢ Civil Rights Movement: Christian leaders, such as Martin Luther King Jr., played
crucial roles in advocating for equality and justice during the civil rights era.

Critiques and Challenges of Christianity

While Christianity has significantly influenced the world positively, it has also faced
critiques and challenges throughout history.

Historical Misuses of Religion

Alvin J. Schmidt acknowledges that Christianity has often been misused for political and
personal gain:

1. Crusades: The Crusades were a series of religious wars that often led to violence
and suffering, misrepresenting the teachings of Jesus.

2. Inquisition: The Inquisition represented a darker side of the Church, where
individuals were persecuted and punished for their beliefs.

3. Colonialism: In some cases, Christianity was used to justify colonial expansion and
the oppression of indigenous populations.

The Modern Era and Christianity's Future

As we move further into the 21st century, the relevance of Christianity continues to
evolve. Schmidt emphasizes that despite the challenges faced by the Church, its core
teachings of love, compassion, and justice remain essential in addressing contemporary



issues.

Global Influence

Christianity's global presence is more significant than ever, with growing numbers of
Christians in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. This diversification contributes to a more
dynamic understanding of faith and its role in society.

Interfaith Dialogue

In a world marked by religious pluralism, interfaith dialogue becomes crucial. Christians
are increasingly engaging with other faiths to promote understanding and cooperation in
addressing global challenges such as poverty, climate change, and conflict.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the insights provided by Alvin J. Schmidt on how Christianity changed the
world illustrate the profound legacy of this faith. From shaping ethical and moral
frameworks to influencing education, art, and social justice movements, Christianity has
left an indelible mark on human history. As we navigate the complexities of the modern
world, the enduring principles of compassion, love, and justice found in Christianity
continue to offer guidance and hope for a better future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes discussed in Alvin J.
Schmidt's book 'How Christianity Changed the World'?

Alvin J. Schmidt explores themes such as the influence of Christianity on Western
civilization, the development of moral values, the establishment of social justice, and the
impact of Christian teachings on art, science, and education.

How does Schmidt argue that Christianity has
influenced modern human rights?

Schmidt argues that Christianity introduced the concept of inherent human dignity, which
laid the groundwork for modern human rights movements, emphasizing the belief that all
individuals are created in the image of God and deserve respect and equality.

In what ways does Schmidt claim Christianity



contributed to the rise of modern science?

Schmidt claims that Christianity contributed to modern science by promoting the idea that
the universe is orderly and governed by laws created by a rational God, which encouraged
exploration and inquiry, ultimately leading to significant scientific advancements.

What impact did Christianity have on education
according to Schmidt?

According to Schmidt, Christianity was instrumental in the establishment of schools and
universities, as the church sought to educate individuals in literacy and theology, paving
the way for widespread educational reform and access to knowledge.

How does Schmidt address the criticism that
Christianity has caused harm throughout history?

Schmidt acknowledges the criticisms but contends that the overall positive impact of
Christianity on societal development, moral progress, and humanitarian efforts outweighs
the negative actions taken by individuals or institutions throughout history.
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