
History Of The Uss Alabama

The USS Alabama has a storied history as one of the most significant
battleships of the United States Navy. Commissioned during World War II, this
vessel not only served as a powerful symbol of American naval strength but
also played a pivotal role in various military operations during the war. The
USS Alabama is now preserved as a museum ship in Mobile, Alabama, where it
stands as a testament to the sacrifices and achievements of the men and women
who served aboard her. This article delves into the history of the USS
Alabama, exploring her construction, operational history, and legacy.

Construction and Commissioning

The USS Alabama (BB-60) was laid down on February 1, 1940, at the Norfolk
Naval Shipyard in Virginia. The construction of the battleship was part of a
larger naval expansion program initiated by the United States in response to
the growing threats in Europe and Asia.

Design and Specifications

The USS Alabama was a South Dakota-class battleship, designed to be heavily
armed and armored, making her a formidable opponent in naval warfare. Key
specifications included:
- Displacement: 35,000 tons
- Length: 680 feet
- Beam: 108 feet
- Armament:
- Nine 16-inch guns
- Twelve 5-inch guns
- Various anti-aircraft weapons



- Speed: 27 knots
- Crew: Approximately 2,500 officers and enlisted personnel

The battleship's design emphasized a balance between firepower, protection,
and speed, making her suitable for engaging enemy ships and providing support
to ground forces.

Commissioning

The USS Alabama was launched on February 16, 1942, and was commissioned into
the United States Navy on August 16, 1942. Captain George E. McMurtry took
command of the vessel, and the ship's motto, "The Greatest Sea Power,"
reflected its intended role in the war.

Operational History

The USS Alabama's operational history is marked by significant engagements
and contributions to the Allied war effort during World War II.

Early Operations

Following her commissioning, the USS Alabama conducted shakedown cruises in
the Caribbean before moving to the Pacific Theater. She became part of Task
Force 34, which was instrumental in several key operations:

1. Battle of the Atlantic: The USS Alabama participated in convoy escort
missions, helping to secure vital supply lines against German U-boats.
2. Battle of Guadalcanal: In late 1942, she supported the crucial campaign to
secure the Solomon Islands, providing naval gunfire support to ground forces.

Key Engagements

The USS Alabama's most notable contributions came during several key battles
in the Pacific Theater:

- Battle of the Philippine Sea (June 1944): The USS Alabama played a vital
role in this decisive naval battle, which resulted in a significant defeat
for the Japanese Navy. The battleship provided anti-aircraft support and
engaged enemy aircraft, helping to protect the fleet.

- Battle of Leyte Gulf (October 1944): Often cited as one of the largest
naval battles in history, the USS Alabama participated in this critical
confrontation, which effectively destroyed the Japanese fleet's ability to



operate offensively.

- Bombardment of Cherbourg (July 1944): Alabama provided naval gunfire
support during the assault on the French port, aiding Allied land forces in
capturing the strategic location.

Post-War Activities

After the conclusion of World War II, the USS Alabama was involved in various
missions, including:
- Occupational Duty: The battleship took part in operations in Japan, helping
to stabilize the region after the war.
- Training Exercises: She served as a training platform for new naval
personnel, ensuring that lessons learned during the war were passed on to
future generations.

Decommissioning and Legacy

The USS Alabama was decommissioned on January 9, 1947, after serving for
nearly five years. The battleship was placed in the Reserve Fleet, where she
would remain for several decades.

Preservation as a Museum Ship

In the early 1960s, efforts began to preserve the USS Alabama as a historic
monument. In 1964, the battleship was towed to Mobile, Alabama, where it was
permanently moored and opened to the public as a museum ship. Key aspects of
the preservation include:
- Restoration: Extensive restoration efforts were undertaken to maintain the
ship's condition and historical integrity.
- Educational Programs: The USS Alabama serves as an educational resource,
offering programs for students and visitors to learn about naval history and
the importance of the battleship.

Significance in American History

The USS Alabama remains a powerful symbol of American naval prowess and
resilience. Its legacy includes:
- Memorial to Veterans: The battleship stands as a tribute to the thousands
of men and women who served in the Navy during World War II and beyond.
- Cultural Impact: The USS Alabama has been featured in various films,
documentaries, and literature, further solidifying its place in American
cultural history.



Conclusion

The history of the USS Alabama is a fascinating narrative of a battleship
that played a crucial role in shaping the outcome of World War II. From her
construction and commissioning to her significant engagements in the Pacific
Theater, the USS Alabama exemplifies the spirit and determination of the
United States Navy. Today, as a museum ship in Mobile, Alabama, she serves as
a reminder of the sacrifices made by those who served aboard her and the
enduring legacy of naval power in American history. The USS Alabama continues
to educate and inspire future generations, ensuring that the story of this
remarkable battleship lives on.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the USS Alabama commissioned?
The USS Alabama (BB-60) was commissioned on August 16, 1942.

What role did the USS Alabama play during World War
II?
The USS Alabama served as a battleship in the Pacific Theater, participating
in major battles such as the Battle of the Philippine Sea and the Battle of
Leyte Gulf.

What is the significance of the USS Alabama's name?
The USS Alabama is named after the state of Alabama, reflecting the tradition
of naming battleships after U.S. states.

What notable features did the USS Alabama have?
The USS Alabama was equipped with nine 16-inch guns, advanced radar systems,
and had a displacement of over 35,000 tons.

What happened to the USS Alabama after World War II?
After the war, the USS Alabama was decommissioned in January 1947 and later
became a museum ship in Mobile, Alabama.

How is the USS Alabama preserved today?
The USS Alabama is preserved as a floating museum at Battleship Memorial Park
in Mobile, allowing visitors to explore its history and significance.

What awards did the USS Alabama earn during its



service?
The USS Alabama earned nine battle stars for its service during World War II.

What is the legacy of the USS Alabama in American
naval history?
The USS Alabama is remembered as one of the most decorated battleships of the
war and symbolizes the naval power of the United States during World War II.
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