
History Of The Dixiecrats

History of the Dixiecrats is a complex narrative that intertwines the politics of race,
regional identity, and the shifting landscapes of American political parties. Emerging in the
mid-20th century, the Dixiecrats were a faction of the Democratic Party that championed
segregation and white supremacy in the Southern United States. Their influence and legacy
continue to resonate in contemporary discussions about race and politics in America. In this
article, we will explore the origins, key figures, major events, and the eventual decline of
the Dixiecrats, while examining their impact on both the Democratic Party and the broader
American political landscape.

Origins of the Dixiecrats

The Dixiecrats first emerged in the political arena during the late 1940s, primarily as a
response to the growing civil rights movement and the national Democratic Party's
increasing support for racial integration. Several key factors contributed to their formation:

Post-World War II Context: After World War II, returning veterans and the
economic boom began to reshape Southern society. Amidst these changes, many
white Southerners felt threatened by the impending civil rights advancements.

Democratic Party's Shift: The Democratic Party, which had historically been the
party of the South, began to adopt more progressive stances on civil rights under
President Harry S. Truman, particularly after he issued executive orders to
desegregate the military in 1948.

Regional Identity: Southern pride and a strong sense of regional identity fueled
resistance to outside influences, particularly from the federal government, which
many Southerners viewed as overreaching in its support for civil rights.



The Formation of the States' Rights Democratic Party

The Dixiecrats formally organized in 1948 when disgruntled Southern Democrats convened
at a meeting in Birmingham, Alabama. This assembly culminated in the formation of the
States' Rights Democratic Party (SRDP), which became popularly known as the Dixiecrat
Party. Key figures in this movement included:

Strom Thurmond: The governor of South Carolina, Thurmond was nominated as the
Dixiecrat presidential candidate.

Fielding Wright: The governor of Mississippi, Wright was selected as Thurmond's
running mate.

Various Southern Politicians: Numerous Southern politicians supported the
Dixiecrats, capitalizing on the fear of losing white supremacy in the South.

The 1948 Presidential Election

The 1948 presidential election was a pivotal moment for the Dixiecrats, as they aimed to
garner support from disillusioned white Southern voters. Their platform was rooted in:

Resistance to Desegregation: The Dixiecrats vehemently opposed any moves
towards racial integration in schools and public facilities.

States’ Rights: They advocated for the principle that states should have the
authority to govern themselves without federal interference, especially regarding
racial policies.

White Supremacy: The party openly promoted the idea of white superiority and
sought to maintain the Jim Crow laws that enforced racial segregation.

Despite their efforts, the Dixiecrats were unable to win the presidency. Thurmond received
39 electoral votes and approximately 2.4% of the popular vote, but their impact was felt in
the South, where they won several state elections and highlighted the deep divisions within
the Democratic Party.

Decline of the Dixiecrats

The Dixiecrats' influence began to wane in the 1950s and 1960s, primarily due to the
changing political landscape and the Civil Rights Movement. Several factors contributed to



their decline:

Shifts in the Democratic Party

As the national Democratic Party increasingly embraced civil rights, many Southern
Democrats felt alienated. Key events included:

The Civil Rights Act of 1964: This landmark legislation aimed to end segregation
and discrimination based on race, further pushing the Dixiecrats away from the party.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965: This act aimed to eliminate barriers to voting for
African Americans, which the Dixiecrats vehemently opposed.

Emergence of the Republican Party in the South

The Republican Party began to make significant inroads in the South during the 1960s and
1970s. This shift was largely attributed to:

The Southern Strategy: The Republican National Committee, under leaders like
Richard Nixon, utilized a strategy that appealed to disaffected white Southern voters,
capitalizing on their opposition to civil rights reforms.

Demographic Changes: As more African Americans registered to vote and
participated in the political process, the Dixiecrats found their base shrinking.

Legacy of the Dixiecrats

The legacy of the Dixiecrats is multifaceted and continues to influence American politics
today. Some key aspects of their legacy include:

Political Realignment: The rise and fall of the Dixiecrats contributed to a significant
realignment in American political parties, with the Republican Party becoming the
dominant force in the South.

Racial Politics: The Dixiecrats' emphasis on race and states' rights has echoed
through subsequent political movements and continues to influence contemporary
discussions about race relations and civil rights.

Polarization: The Dixiecrats exemplified the growing polarization within American



politics, which has only intensified in recent years.

Conclusion

The history of the Dixiecrats serves as a poignant reminder of the deep-seated issues
surrounding race and identity in American politics. Although their influence has waned, the
ideologies they espoused continue to resonate in various forms. Understanding the roots
and implications of the Dixiecrat movement is essential for grasping the complexities of
contemporary political discourse in the United States. As we reflect on this history, it
becomes clear that the struggle for civil rights and equality remains an ongoing journey,
requiring vigilance and commitment from all those who seek justice in our society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the Dixiecrats and when did they emerge?
The Dixiecrats were a splinter group from the Democratic Party that emerged in 1948,
primarily in response to the party's increasing support for civil rights for African Americans.

Who was the leader of the Dixiecrat movement?
Strom Thurmond, the governor of South Carolina, was the leader of the Dixiecrat movement
during its formation in 1948.

What was the main platform of the Dixiecrats?
The main platform of the Dixiecrats focused on the preservation of racial segregation and
states' rights, opposing federal intervention in matters of race.

How did the Dixiecrats perform in the 1948 presidential
election?
In the 1948 presidential election, the Dixiecrats garnered approximately 2.4% of the
popular vote and won 39 electoral votes, primarily from Southern states.

What impact did the Dixiecrats have on the Democratic
Party?
The emergence of the Dixiecrats highlighted the deep racial and regional divisions within
the Democratic Party, ultimately leading to a realignment of Southern voters away from the
party in subsequent decades.



What was the significance of the Dixiecrat convention
in 1948?
The Dixiecrat convention in 1948 was significant as it represented a formal break from the
Democratic Party, signifying a protest against the party's civil rights platform and
promoting the idea of Southern identity and autonomy.

How did the Dixiecrat movement influence future
political parties?
The Dixiecrat movement influenced future political parties by contributing to the rise of
conservative Southern Democrats and, later, the Republican Party's appeal in the South,
particularly during the 1960s and 1970s.

What led to the decline of the Dixiecrat influence?
The decline of Dixiecrat influence was driven by the Civil Rights Movement, the Democratic
Party's continued support for civil rights legislation, and the eventual shift of many
Southern voters to the Republican Party.

Are there any modern political movements that can be
traced back to the Dixiecrats?
Modern political movements, particularly those advocating for states' rights and opposing
federal intervention, can trace ideological roots back to the Dixiecrats, though the context
and focus have evolved over time.
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